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MADISON – State Superintendent Tony 
Evers praised Prairie View Elementary 
School for being among 118 schools in the 
state that received Wisconsin School of  
Recognition honors for the 2011-12 school 
year during a special Oct. 12 ceremony at the 
State Capitol in Madison. 
 
Pictured above are from left to right:  James 
Kuchta, De Soto Superintendent; Tony Evers;  
Katie Moilien, Prairie View Teacher; George 
Andrews, Elementary Principal, at the recog-
nition event.  To be recognized, schools must 
be among those with the highest poverty rates 
in the state, have met adequate yearly  
progress goals under federal education law 
for the past two years, and have student 
achievement on state mathematics and  
reading assessments that is higher than 
schools with similar poverty levels and grade  
configurations. 

“Partnerships among teachers, parents, ad-
ministrators, school staff members and the 
community contribute to the academic  
success of students in schools that receive 
this honor,” Evers said. 
 
“This award is testimony to the outstanding 
dedicated staff we have at De Soto Area 
Schools”  said Jim Kuchta, De Soto Superin-
tendent.  De Soto has received the Wisconsin 
School of Recognition Award in seven of the 
nine years it has been presented. 
 
 
 

     Capitol Ceremony Celebrates 2011-12 
     Wisconsin Schools of Recognition 

DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
DECEMBER 2011/JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012 

NEWSLETTER 

Waiver Days:  School will be closed on 
the following days for all day profes-
sional development activities:  Dec. 14, 
Feb. 22, April 25 and May 16.  These 
were previously scheduled as early  
release days.   
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What’s Happening In Mrs. Miller’s Biology Room This Year So Far? 
 
In Biology class, we have been studying about the themes of Biology, the macromolecules of life (proteins, lipids, 
carbohydrates, and nucleic acids), and are now beginning the unit of the cell. We have done a few labs so far (such 
as making apple juice from apple sauce, with the help of an enzyme) and will try and continue to do one hands-on 
lab each unit.  Our upcoming units will be on photosynthesis and cellular respiration.  
 
In Emerging Topics in Biology, we have been studying the politics behind environmental policies, learning how 
the environment is organized and classified and are learning about the various biomes of the world. We will be 
studying the various elemental cycles in the environment coming up.  
 
In Anatomy and Physiology, we have been learning about the basic organization of the human body as well as re-
viewing cells, learning about tissues, skin and now the skeletal system. When we are done studying the skeletal sys-
tem, we will begin learning the muscles of the body. At the end of the skin (integumentary) unit, we skinned our 
cats in preparation to studying their body structure as compared to ours.  

  
(a) Christina Hradek & Joe Obert           (b) Taylour Helgeson & Leah Hagen 
 

   
(c) Dana Leirmo                 (d) Sadie Sedlmayr & Sonja Fisher 
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In College Biology we have been learning and reviewing topics on the cell, atoms, molecules, properties of  
water, carbohydrates, proteins, nucleic acids, and the role of ATP in cellular reactions, and the functions of  
enzymes. We have done many labs to reinforce and demonstrate all of these ideas and will continue to do so. Our 
upcoming units will focus on cellular respiration and photosynthesis.  
We also had WKBT news channel 8 in our classroom on Nov 9th videotaping the students working on a lab and 
interviewing students, staff, and parents about our transcripted courses we offer at De Soto High School. The clip 
should be available to view on their website. College Biology is a transcripted course in which the students may 
earn 4 college credits to Viterbo University if they earn an 85% or better.  
 

       
(a) Cody Grimsled & Ande Merendino       (b) Kasey Ballwahn observing the rate of 
observing chloroplasts in a plant cell.           diffusion in a liquid substrate. 
 

  
(c) Choloroplasts in the plant Elodea. 
(picture taken with iphone (great quality!) 
 
In Medical Terminology, we have learned about the organization of the human body, as well as the word parts of 
the integumentary system, respiratory system, cardiovascular system, digestive system, urinary system, and will 
be starting on the reproductive system shortly. The class is a one semester transcripted course in which they can 
earn 3 college credits to WTC or Viterbo if they earn an 85% or better.  
 
The Biology room was one of the classrooms that was renovated this past summer and is now a modern lab with 
all the safety features that were required. Please feel free to stop down and check it out when you can! 
 
By:  Mrs. Peggy Miller 
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Hello. My name is Robert Bonine and I teach 
Chemistry, Physical Science, Applied Science 
and Science 8 at De Soto Middle and High 
School.  The year has gotten off to a great 
start and to date not one student has lost a 
body part to a lab injury. (Safety first) 
 
My goal is not to teach students to become 
scientists but to provide learning opportunities 
that promote critical thinking and persistent 
problem solving.  Three ideas that can help 
students develop the habit of persistence are: 
to approach problems systematically, to deter-
mine what needs to be done, and to consult 
with peers for resources. By using these 
strategies, students can become self-directed 
learners. 
 
Students should be encouraged to tackle prob-
lems from different angles and to gain differ-
ent perspectives or insight. Students might use 
peers to bounce ideas off or to clarify prob-
lems.  Students begin to understand that it is 
OK not to grasp a problem right away.  Peo-
ple learn differently.  Part of the learning 
process is to ask questions.  Solving problems 
is a lifelong learning process. 
 
In the first quarter of this school year, students 
in my classes have made Cartesian divers, 
scrambled many an egg with their egg car de-
signs, discovered ways to use the mole in 
ways they never thought possible, confirmed 
that forces exist, and designed air cars.   Even 
if they don’t know it yet, my students have 
become problem solvers. 
 
While all classes have different rigor levels, 
the following will always remain constant in 
my classroom: 
• All students will be provided the  
       opportunity to learn. 
• Humor is always present, and 
• I’m available for every student who seeks 

my help. 
 
 

My door is always open, stop by and see the 
completely remodeled science room. 
 
I have included a few pictures of student lab 
work. 
 
 
 

  

Students working in the Physical Science Force Lab,  
Forefront  L to R:  Eric Stevenson, Troy Paulsrud 

Students in the Physical Science Force Lab, 
L to R:  Courtney Sandy, Marie Taylor, Ashley 
Miller 



 5 

 

Bryant Copper and Tyler Stellner in the 
Chemistry Hydrate Lab 

Working on projects in the Chemistry 
Hydrate Lab are L to R:  Nicole 
Strasser, Zach Ames, Austann Abbott 

Chemistry class:  L:  Tyler Malin, Elaina 
Stendel in back and Morgan Kumlin in 
front. 
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De Soto Blood Drive 
 

Monday, February 20, 2012 
9am – 2pm 

High School Gym 
 

Sponsored by Student Council 
 

  To make an appointment please contact: 
  Leah Eulberg (608)648-0142 

 

   Walk-ins welcome!  
 
  

           American 
                   Red Cross 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Give a Child a Life Changing Friendship through Big Brothers Big Sisters  
 
This Fall Vernon County begins its very own Big Brothers and Big Sisters (BBBS) mentoring program. BBBS is a 
nationwide program whose goal is to match children ages 6-14 with a mentor of the same gender. Research shows 
that the effect of positive support through mentoring can greatly impact a child and make a significant difference in 
self confidence, school performance and overall well being. Vernon County is certainly not exempt from the social 
and economic problems of our times and by volunteering to be a Big Brother or Big Sister you can help a local 
child facing adversity with a strong and enduring one to one mentoring relationship.  To be eligible to mentor you 
must be 18 or above, be able to give 1-2 hours per week or an average of 4-8 hours per month with a one year com-
mitment.  We are especially in need of Big Brothers. Make a Difference!  For more information contact Steve 
Lawless (608) 632-1792 info.vernonco@7riversbbbs.org    If you have or know of a child that might benefit from  
mentoring we encourage you to contact us as well. 
 
By:  Kelly Kilburg 

 
 
“Research indicates that the  
number one way to improve  
student learning is through  
effective professional develop-
ment.  The DPI approved Waiver 
Days for In-service will help us 
accomplish this.” 
 
     James Kuchta 
     Superintendent 
 De Soto Area Schools 
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Grade One—Stoddard Elementary 
        By: Ms. Ellen Umberger 
 
Every year first graders enjoy reading about veterans and why we celebrate Veterans Day.  On this day, we 
especially remember the people who have worked to keep our country safe and free.  They learned that there 
are different ways that veterans have helped our country.  Some veterans were sailors and they worked on 
ships to keep our oceans and coasts safe. Many veterans were pilots and flew jets and some flew  
helicopters.  Some veterans were doctors or nurses who helped sick people.  
 
How do we honor veterans?  In our Weekly Reader, the students read about many ways to honor veterans and 
one way is that people build monuments and statues to honor them.  Some monuments show the names of  
people who have served our country. One such Memorial is the Viet Nam Memorial in Washington, D.C.   
After hearing the story, The Wall, by Eve Bunting, the students were surprised that on the wall there are more 
than 58,000 names.  Ben wanted to write to three relatives that served in the Viet Nam era.  
  
The class said thank you by writing to a special veteran or to someone who is currently serving our country 
and then these letters were mailed. Harley, Carter and Maverick each wrote to their own Dad; Luna, Bryce 
and Ben to their own Grandpa and Jed to his two Grandpas; Elissa to her Grandma; Evan and Gracyn to 
their own cousins; Montana to a family friend; Mckenzie to her Uncle Scott, and Anesah and Dalton to Andy 
(Mrs. Umberger’s nephew now in Afghanistan).  
  
With our wonderful new projector in the first grade classroom, the students were able to see a picture of  
Major Andy Malin performing an orthopedic surgery in Herat, Afghanistan.  Andy is an Air Force Special 
Operations Surgical Team orthopedic surgeon.   
  

THANK YOU VETERANS! 

    
First grade students writing letters to veterans.     Students in front of a bulletin board that        

       honors veterans. 
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 On October 21st the  
 kindergarteners from Prairie  
 View and Stoddard  
 Elementary boarded a school  
 bus to visit the pumpkin patch 
 in West Salem.  Although the  
 morning was crisp, our  
 excitement kept us warm.  
  
 
 

   
We had a fantastic  
wagon ride and  
picked the nicest  
pumpkins we could  
find!  When we  
returned to Stoddard,  
we had a picnic 
in the park together  
and played in the  
beautiful fall afternoon 
weather. 
 

 

Our students returned to school exhausted, yet content.  We reflected on our outing by creating a classroom book 
and discussing how wonderful the day had been.  Thank you to our parent volunteers for helping to make it a won-
derful day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 By:  Charlene Woyczik 
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Front row L to R:  Camille Tully, Taylour Helgeson, Kasey Ballwahn, Cassie Roach 
Middle row:  Elizabeth Boardman, Hannah Loomis, Paige Gillespie 
Back row: Leah Hagen, Shelbie Buckles, Katie Oppriecht, Morgan Olson,  Ande Merendino 

It seemed to be a well-kept secret in the press, but the 
De Soto High School volleyball team won a share of its 
first ever Ridge and Valley Conference Championship 
with a 3-0 victory over Weston.  De Soto started its 
volleyball program in 1977. This year, it compiled a 6-
1 league record, capped by the win over Weston.  The 
Pirates shared the Ridge and Valley crown with peren-
nial powerhouse North Crawford.  Pirate coach, Kay 
Silvis, in her 20th year as head coach, had the season of 
her career.  She smiled and said, “The cohesion of this 
team is amazing; it is the most positive group of girls 
ever.”  In addition to going 6-1 in the league, the Pi-
rates were 9-2 overall when they started the WIAA 
playoffs.  For Silvis, she said the Pirates’ success boils 
right down to the team.  “They cheer each other on; 
they’re unselfish; they play each other up; they take 
criticism and suggestions as a way to improve, not per-
sonally,” Silvis said.  Silvis said she didn’t want to sin-
gle out any one player, but she said her seniors — 
Kasey Ballwahn, Taylour Helgeson, Cassie Roach, and 
Camille Tully were all-around strong players.   
“Taylour was a no-show last season (she took the year 
off to play the lead  in the school musical), but she has 
come on strong,” Silvis said. “The athleticism and lead-
ership of Kasey, Cassie, Camille, and Taylour have 
been a spark on this team.”  It’s been a special year for 
the team, too. 
 
“It was great to see all of our hard work paying off,” 
Helgeson said. “It’s been a tough season and coming up 
with some big wins this post season will really make 
our final year.”  Tully added that, “After this season, I 
feel we can play with anyone.” 
 
 

“It feels good to be the first team to win a conference 
championship in volleyball,” Ballwahn said. “I feel 
we’ve definitely worked harder for it this year than in 
my previous three years.”   Roach said, “We all went 
into this season knowing we had a good team, but our 
hard work has really paid off and made us a better 
team.” 
 
While Silvis emphasized that her entire team stood 
out, when pressed she pointed to two underclassmen 
in their first season on varsity who have really played 
up this season, junior Morgan Olson and sophomore 
Shelbie Buckles.   “We lost some talent in the middle 
to graduation, but Morgan and Shelbie stepped in to 
play the middle, and they just kept on improving,” 
Silvis said.  Silvis also said she can’t say enough about 
the rest of the varsity: Elizabeth Boardman, Leah 
Hagen, Paige Gillespie, Ande Merendino, and Katie 
Oppreicht.  “They were positive, they were playing at 
a high level and they were cheering and pumping up 
the girls that were on the floor — all the time,” Silvis 
said.   
 
Silvis, who started teaching at De Soto in 1976 (before 
there was a volleyball program) and retired from 
teaching at the end of 2011, had a season to remem-
ber. Will she be back next season?  Silvis paused, and 
then replied, “Well, that depends on so much; we’ll 
see.”  
  By:  Greg Koelker 

           DE SOTO VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
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I would like to thank the De Soto community for another great season of Pirate Football! The boys fought hard all 
season and brought the Ridge and Valley Conference title back to De Soto. Listed below are the All-Conference 
players from this year’s Pirate Football Team. 

 
RIDGE AND VALLEY CONFERENCE 

FOOTBALL ALL CONFERENCE TEAM 
 
First Team Offense 
Anthony Wiltinger    Offensive Line   12 
A.J. Strasser     Offensive Line   12 
Taylor Buckles     Center    12 
 
Second Team Offense 
Kody Larson     Tight End   11 
Tyler Malin     Quarterback   12 
Quinten Strand     Running Back   12 
Drake Helgeson     Special Teams/Long Snapper 12 
 
First Team Defense 
A.J. Strasser     Defensive End   12 
Taylor Buckles     Defensive Lineman  12 
Anthony Wiltinger    Linebacker   12 
Tyler Malin     Defensive Back   12 
 
Second Team Defense 
Cole Johnson     Defensive Lineman  11 
 
Honorable Mention 
Zach Ames     Defensive Back   12 
Cole Johnson     Offensive Line   11  
   

I look forward to seeing you in The Pit next fall. 
GO PIRATES! 
Coach Ev Wick 
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POETRY OUTLOUD 
 
The National Endowment for the Arts and the 
Poetry Foundation have partnered with U.S. state 
arts agencies to support Poetry Out Loud, a  
contest that encourages the nation's youth to 
learn about great poetry through memorization 
and recitation. This program helps students  
master public speaking skills, build self-
confidence, and learn about their literary  
heritage. 
 
De Soto students will soon be participating in the 
annual Poetry Out Loud poetry recitation  
contest.   High school students in English classes 
will be selecting great poetry from hundreds of 
great poets to memorize and prepare for  
recitation in a contest in each class followed by 
an all-school contest for the classroom  
winners.   For the past three years, De Soto High 
School has hosted the Great River Regional  
Poetry Outloud contest, and last year one Pirate 
was one of the two state qualifiers.   
 
Poetry Out Loud was launched in high schools 
nationwide in the spring of 2006 with tens of  
thousands of students participating. POL has 
grown every year with over 365,000 students  
competing in 2010-2011.  Poetry Out Loud uses 
a pyramid structure that starts at the classroom 
level.  Winners advance to a school-wide  
competition, then to a regional and/or state  
competition, and ultimately to the National  
Finals.   Each winner at the state level receives 
$200 and an all-expenses-paid trip with an adult 
chaperone to Washington to compete for the  
national championship. The state winner's school 
receives a $500 stipend for the purchase of  
poetry books. The first runner-up in each state 
receives $100, with $200 for his or her school 
library. A total of $50,000 in awards and school 
stipends is awarded annually at the National  
Finals.    
 
 

De Soto students will begin selecting and  
learning their poems and practicing their  
recitations.  In-class competitions will begin  
after Christmas break with the regional date yet 
to be set. 
 
By:  Mr. Koelker, English Teacher and Regional 
Director of Poetry Outloud 

 
 
 

IDEA IMPLEMENTATION INTEGRATED 
PRESCHOOL MINI-GRANT AWARD 

  
The De Soto School District was recently 
awarded an IDEA Preschool Mini-grant  
sponsored by CESA for the second consecutive 
year.  Last year the grant was used to start a  
collaborative community council, co-sponsor 
child development days, as well as, buy  
educational supplies and new assessments.  This 
year the $2700.00 award will be dedicated to 
parent education and supports, child  
development days, and providing family math 
and literacy programs.   
 
We are looking forward to providing more  
opportunities for parent involvement. Our goal is 
to provide family fun events that showcase fun 
and easy ways to integrate literacy and math 
skills into everyday life activities.  The grant 
writers were Lindsey Fox, Four-Year-Old  
Kindergarten Teacher (Stoddard and Prairie 
View Elementary) and Caron Malin, Special 
Education Teacher (Stoddard Elementary).  Mrs. 
Malin and Ms. Fox will co-chair the committee 
who will plan events using the grant money  
during the 2011-2012 school year.  Fifteen other 
school districts from around the state of  
Wisconsin were also grant recipients.   
 
By:  Lindsey Fox and Caron Malin 
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Elementary Library Media News 
 
Book Fair 
Stoddard Elementary completed another  
successful Scholastic Book Fair with parents, 
students and staff purchasing books and other 
items.  Thanks to the hard work of parent  
volunteers, the fair ran smoothly from  
beginning to end.  The LMC shelves will 
soon be displaying the new books acquired 
from the fair and the cash earned will  
provide a ready resource for purchasing the 
latest books hot off the press as well as other 
materials for the LMC program.  Thank you 
everyone for your support. 
 
TumbleBooks & EBooks 
Would you like a fun, engaging, educational 
alternative to television and video games for 
your child between the age of three and 
eleven?  TumbleBooks is just what the 
teacher ordered! Access is available to this 
online collection of books through the La 
Crosse Public Library (LPL).  You will find a 
link to the site on the Stoddard and Prairie 
View Elementary Library webpage 
(www.desoto.k12.wi.us/ltownsend), just 
scroll down to Tumble Books.  When you 
reach the LPL site, select TumbleBook  
Library located near the bottom of the web-
page. To find the animated, talking picture 
books for preschool and lower elementary 
readers select “StoryBooks.”  For chapter 
books appropriate for upper elementary  
students select “Read-Alongs.”  Tumble-
Books also offers nonfiction titles and puz-
zles and games.  Many of the elementary  
students are already using TumbleBooks in 
their classrooms. The engaging stories 
strengthen listening skills, comprehension 
and fluency. 
 
 
 

The Elementary Library page also provides 
access to two eBook sites associated with 
Follett Education Services.  “Keystone 
Ebooks” and “Ebooks”, as found on the  
Library page, both require a username and 
password.  Students in grades 3-5 have been 
informed on how to navigate the sites and 
access them at school and home. 
 
Online Encyclopedias & Periodicals  
Britannica Encyclopedia, Kids Search, and 
Searchasaurus are online resources provided 
free to all public libraries and schools by the 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. 
Badgerlink on the Elementary Library web-
page will take you to these three resources. 
The Britannica Elementary School Edition 
not only allows students to search for articles 
but provides a dictionary and interactive  
activities in language arts, science, social 
studies and math through the Learning  
Materials feature.  Kids Search and 
Searchasaurus are magazine and newspaper 
databases that can easily be searched by  
students for current and historical informa-
tion. 
 
First and Second grade students can access 
World Book Kids, a simplified, picture-
search version of World Book Online through 
their grade level links on the Elementary  
Library webpage.  Third through fifth graders 
also go through their grade level links for the 
World Book Encyclopedia.  Students have 
been provided with the username and  
password necessary for access at school or 
home. 
 
I hope you and your child will choose to take 
advantage of these resources and explore,  
experiment and discover. 
 
By: Linda Townsend, Elementary LMS 
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YOU Can Memorize 20 Items! 
Want to learn how to impress your friends and family with your memory skills? Ask them to write down 20 

household items. After learning this technique, you’ll be able to recite the items right back to them! 
Step 1 of 2          Stephanie Ritter, MS Language Arts 

 
During first quarter, De Soto Middle School students learned and practiced a memory technique called memory 
pegging to improve their brains’ memorization skills. Memory pegging involves first memorizing a list of 20 logical 
“pegs” that are associated with each of the numbers. For example, the peg for ‘one’ is ‘sun’ (in this case, they 
rhyme). You must also make a big, sweeping gesture of a sun when you learn this peg because it builds your 
muscle memory. After practicing ‘sun’ with the number ‘one,’ your mind now has a picture to associate with the 
number one. When someone says one, your brain thinks of a sun. 
 
Using memory pegging, 8th graders have been able to easily recall: 
 
*the first 20 presidents (some students could name ALL!)  
*the first 20 elements of the periodic table 
*the countries, locations, and capitals of Africa 
 
Anyone can learn memory pegging! If you’d like to try memory pegging, step 1 is to learn and memorize the 20 
pegs below. Remember to use big gestures and practice often! After you’ve got this list down, you’ll be ready for 
step 2. 
            1: sun  8: octopus 15: fame 

   2: eyes  9: line  16: drive 

   3: triangle 10: hen  17: magazine 

   4: burners 11: fence 18: vote 

   5: fingers 12: eggs  19: remote 

   6: sticks  13: cat  20: vision 

 
 
Step 2 will be in the next newsletter! Or, if you’re excited and just can’t wait, please ask a DMS student how to do the next step, 
or email srit@desoto.k12.wi.us!  
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De Soto Middle School sixth graders participated in our 
first ever global chat using Twitter, the social media tool. 
We began by reading the book, Hana’s Suitcase, by Karen 
Levine.  
 

 
 

The book shares the story of Hana Brady, a young girl who 
lived in Czechoslovakia in the time of the Nazi invasion 
and occupation. Hana was sent to the concentration camps, 
and an artifact from her time there, her suitcase, ended up 
in a Holocaust education center in Japan, seventy years 
later. Hana’s Suitcase tells the amazing story of how this 
piece of history led one group of students to discover more 
about what happened to millions of Jewish people during 
this time.  
 
In order to participate in the chat, we had to create a class 
Twitter account which we named @DMSMinds. 
We shared comments and questions during the chat which 
was hosted by a sixth grade class in Dundas, Ontario, Can-
ada. This class, now known to us as 
@class62siwak, created the chat because this book had a 
powerful impact on them and they wanted to talk about it 
with the world.  
   

Ms. Hosemann found out about this opportunity because 
Class 62’s teacher, Heidi Siwak, is part of Ms. Hosemann’s 
personal learning network on Twitter. 
 
Participating in the global chat gave De Soto students a 
chance to discuss an important book and time in history 
with people all over the world who tuned into the chat. It 
was amazing to watch for feedback from students in a dif-
ferent country that mirrored our own thoughts and feelings 
about this story. Using Twitter was a powerful way to talk 
with others about a topic and it redefines our ideas about 
how we can discuss literature and history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to reading more about the Holocaust in 
our independent reading choices and researching it further 
in seventh grade language arts. We hope to host our own 
Twitter chat about another important book or topic in the 
near future. Will you follow us? 
 
For more information about how Twitter works or the po-
tential for classrooms to participate in global conversations, 
please contact Robin Hosemann at  
rhos@desoto.k12.wi.us. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DMS READING ROOM 
     By:  Robin Hosemann 

This screen shot of the Twitter chat showing DMS students (@DMSMinds) sharing 
reactions to the book with students in Canada (@class62siwak). 

McKenna Daentl, Hunter  
Campbell, and Isabel Sandvick col-
laborate to condense their ideas into 
140 characters or less, a powerful 
lesson in summarizing and word 
choice. 
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The Stoddard third grade students recently wrote a 
story of their favorite holiday.  They would like to 
share some of their thoughts with you. 
 
Ralph Alger:  My favorite holiday is  
Christmas because I get presents and lots of food 
from my grandpa and grandma. 
 
Lily Greener:  My favorite holiday is 
Christmas because I get to decorate my  
Christmas tree.  I also like it because I get lots of 
presents.  Since it is winter, I can go  
sledding and play in the snow at this time.  I 
also love Christmas because I get to see all my 
family on Christmas Eve.  These are some of the 
reasons why I love Christmas. 
 
Aidan Grelle:  My favorite holiday is  
Christmas because I get presents from Santa that 
the elves have made.  I can play in the snow and 
talk to my friends about what I got for Christmas.  
I can watch Christmas movies.  It is also Jesus’ 
birthday.  Sometimes we have parties with  
awesome food.  I get to see relatives.  That’s why I 
like Christmas. 
 
Mya Helgeson:  My favorite holiday is 
Christmas because my cousins come to my house.  
We make cookies and go sledding.  We also deco-
rate the Christmas tree.  Then we go to sleep.  
While we are sleeping, Santa brings presents and 
fills our stockings.  We wake up and run to the 
Christmas tree and see that it is loaded with pre-
sents. We tear open the  presents to see what is in 
them.  Christmas is fun. 
 
Grace Hellerud:  My favorite holiday is Christmas 
because it is Jesus’ birthday.  I get lots and lots and 
lots of presents.  My little brother and sister get 
baby presents. Even my cats, my bird, my bunny, 
and my dog get presents.  This is why I enjoy 
Christmas.   
 
 

Emma Hobbs:  My favorite holiday is Christmas 
because I get good presents.  I’m thankful for  
Jesus’ birthday.  We put up decorations at 
Christmas.  Then I get to play with my Christmas 
toys and go out and make a snowman.  These are 
the reasons I love Christmas. 
 
Carson Holtmeyer:  My favorite holiday is 
Christmas because I get to go snowboarding at 
that time of the year.  It is fun especially when 
you ramp off the roof.  I also like having snow-
ball fights at Christmas.  Sometimes we build 
igloos by making a pile of snow and then making 
a door and scooping out all of the snow.  Skiing 
is also fun at Christmas.  These are some of the 
reasons I enjoy the Christmas season. 
 
Kenzy Kreuzer:  My favorite holiday is Christ-
mas because we eat great food.  We sing songs 
like dashing through the snow.  Then my sister, 
my cousins, and I wait for Santa.  He comes and 
drops the presents off the roof, and my uncle 
goes out to get them. Somebody passes the  
presents out to us, and we open them.  These are 
the reasons I like Christmas. 
 
Trevor Lemke:  My favorite holiday is  
Christmas because I get good presents.  I do not 
get coal.  I do not want coal, because that means 
you are not good.  I have never gotten coal. That 
is good!  I wish my sister would get coal.  That 
would be funny!  This is why I like Christmas. 
 
Alan Matson:  Christmas is one of my favorite 
holidays because it means it is time to decorate 
the Christmas tree.  It is also when Santa comes.  
Be good, or you will get coal.  I really like 
Christmas. 
 
 
 

My Favorite Holiday 
By:  Stoddard Third Grade  
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Cassidy Oliver:  My favorite holiday is Christ-
mas because my family comes.  We talk to each 
other.  Then we sit around the Christmas tree 
and sing songs.  We open our presents and look 
at all the decorations.  We eat good food.  Fi-
nally, we take pictures, and it is time for them to 
leave.  These are the reasons I like Christmas. 
 
Alec Olson:  My favorite holiday is Christmas 
because I love the joy of ripping open my  
presents to see what is inside.  I like Christmas 
because it was the day Jesus was born.  I like 
the Christmas tree and the star.  You have to 
love those stockings.  Merry Christmas! 
 
Ella Penchi:  My favorite holiday is  
Thanksgiving.  It is a fun day.  Thanksgiving is 
when you have turkey.  You an decorate your 
house with turkeys.  You can play turkey 
games.  This is why I like Thanksgiving. 
 
Cierra Spears:  My favorite holiday is  
Christmas because it is the time of the year that 
I can make a snowman. I can also go sledding, 
make a snow chair, and snow angels.  The  
Christmas tree is up, and I get presents from 
Santa.  Sometimes I get to go ice fishing with 
my dad.  It is also the time of the year to make 
snowballs.  These are the reasons I like the 
Christmas season. 
 
Lucas Walz:  My favorite holiday is Christmas 
because you get presents and spend time with 
your family.  You give to the people you love 
like your cousins, your dad, your mom, and 
your grandma and grandpa.  It is the time of the 
year to be nice to the people in your family that 
you don’t know.  Sometimes we have a  
Christmas concert.  These are the reasons I love 
Christmas.  Merry Christmas. 
 
 

Jordan Young:  My favorite holiday is Easter 
because it is the time of the year when the 
Easter Bunny comes, and I get a lot of candy 
and eggs.  In the springtime my family and I go 
and look for Easter eggs.  It is almost time to 
pick flowers.  I love Easter because it also 
brings my family together.  These are the  
reasons I love Easter. 
 
Brock Horstman:  My favorite holiday is 
Christmas.  It is fun because we get presents.  It 
is really, really fun.  My cousins come and they 
also get presents.  I like to rip open my presents.  
I also like the Christmas tree and the ornaments. 
I like the pretty lights that we put up around our 
house.  These are the reasons I like Christmas. 
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Technology Education Department 
Instructor Adam Kratochvill 

 
Industrial Arts Survey- This year we started with the transportation unit.   
During this unit students designed and constructed  
CO2 cars.  In early October students raced their cars.   
During the video editing unit, students will create  
videos using Movie Maker and the cannon digital  
cameras.  Later this year, students will be making  
rockets during the aviation unit.  
 
 
 

Beginning Woods- Students started   
the year out building foot stools,  
picture frames and bird feeders.   
Additional individual projects  
students chose to build include  
game boxes, book shelves and  
European deer mount plaques. 
 
 

 
General Maintenance- Last year the Tech Ed Department purchased equipment for the weld-
ing lab.  With this state of the art equipment students are able to enhance and personalize their 
projects.  The plasma-cam can cutout images on materials such as aluminum, stainless steel and 
mld steel.  General Maintenance is offered the first semester. In this class, students learned dif-
ferent techniques of mig welding, fusion welding, brazing, torch cutting and plasma cutting.  
Projects consisted of building a metal toolbox, fixing trailers, patching holes in aluminum boats 
and building plat forms on fishing boats for the spring bow fishing season   

 
I would like to give a special thanks to Quinten 
Strand and Drake Helgeson in assisting with the 
community donation projects which consisted of 
coffee tables, and plaques. 

L to R:  Taylor Buckles,  Patrick Lown 
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          Mitch Boardman              Mike Finney                       Nick Wang 

Damien Snitker    Josh Rotter  Sierra Tully, Katelyn Krause 

       Morgaine Gottbeheat                    Austin Anderson, Kasey Boardman      Grace Mitchell, Roxanna Haakenson, Harley Barker 

     Julia Wopat       Jose Leon, Henry Werner        Henry Werner, Austin Werner, Nathaniel Obert 

Jordan Fremstad, Henry Werner           Denver Payton                           Drake Helgeson 
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De Soto Area School District Child Development Days 
What is it: 
• A day to explore educational programs and resources available for families of young       
      children.      
• An opportunity to have your child’s development screened by educational  
     professionals. 
• Registration for Four‐Year‐Old Kindergarten (preschool) – must be 4 yrs. old by         
      September 1st, 2012 
• Registration for Kindergarten – must be 5 yrs. old by September 1st, 2012 
Who can come:  
• Families in the De Soto Area School District, who have children between the ages of 2½ and 5 

years old. 
• Families wishing to open enroll in the De Soto Area School District, who have children between 

the ages of 2½ and 5 years old. 
When and Where: 
• Prairie View Elementary – Wednesday, February 29, 2012 
 °  Session 1 - 8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 
 °  Session 2 - 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 °  Session 3 - 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
• Stoddard Elementary – Thursday, March 1, 2012 
 °  Session 1 - 8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 
 °  Session 2 - 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 °  Session 3 - 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Contact Information: 

• We will be sending information to those families who are already registered in the De Soto 
Area School District regarding Child Development Days.  

• If you are new to the district or have never attended our Child Development Days in previous 
years, please call to sign up for a session at Stoddard Elementary (608)457-2101 ext. 600 
OR a session at Prairie View Elementary (608)648-2227 ext. 500. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 December 5  Stoddard/PV Winter Concert @ HS 7:00 p.m. (Grades 3-4-5) 
 December 12  Winter Band Concert @ HS 7:00 p.m. (Grades 5-12) 
 December 12  School Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 December 14  No School -  Waiver Day - Staff In-service 
 December 22  First Snow Make-up Day IF NEEDED otherwise No School 
 December 23-30 Winter Vacation 
 
 January 9  School Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 January 20  End of Semester 
 January 23  No School - Teacher In-service  
 January 23  School Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
 February 13  School Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 February 20  American Red Cross Blood Drive, HS Gym, 9 am-2 pm 
 February 22  No School - Waiver Day - Staff In-service 
 February 27  School Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 February 29  Child Development Day at Prairie View 
 March 1  Child Development Day at Stoddard 

NOTICE TO ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  The school newsletter is not sent 
to all boxholders.  It is sent home with students and copies will be put in the banks 
and post offices in the District as well as Pedretti’s in Genoa, Pronto in De Soto, at 
the Red Mound Store and Stoddard Kwik Trip.  It will also be on the district website 
at www.desoto.k12.wi.us.  Please contact us at 648-0102 if you want to receive a copy 
of the Newsletter. 


