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We are De Soto and we are proud! These are the words uttered at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony September 

30. Parents, students, fans and community members attended the first of four such Ribbon cutting Events to 

be held. Completion of the $4.95 million (2013 Referendum) project is very near with only minor work left 

to be done. “Thank You” was expressed many times to supporters and community members by speakers 

which included student representatives Jakob Hensley, Natalie Boardman, Sadie Brosinski, School Board 

President Rick Pedretti and Superintendent Jim Kuchta. 

Friday, October 10 a Dedication Ceremony and placement of a 50 year time capsule and Date Stone will be 

held as part of Homecoming. Three more Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies will be held as well. 

DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT: 
Dedicated to Learning and Growth; 

Striving for Excellence 

 

September 30 was the first of four Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies that will be held in the new De Soto Area 

School District Middle/High School Gymnasium. The first event  held was a volleyball match preceded by 

the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. The volleyball team swept Wauzeka-Steuben 3-0. 
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Welcome to the 2014-15 School Year! 

 

On behalf of the De Soto Area School District I welcome all students and staff back 

to school and would like to offer a warm welcome to all the new students and staff 

this year.  Once again this school year we have some new faces on staff and some 

people in new places within the district.  Look through the newsletter and you will 

find that we have new teachers as well as new support staff.   

 

As we enter the new school year, I would like the community to know the dedicated 

staff at De Soto Area Schools worked hard last year to provide the best educational 

experience for all students with great results.  The State Report Card for De Soto 

showed improved scores for each building and as a total district.  

 

The De Soto Area School District School Board, administration and staff appreciate the community’s 

commitment to the children of the district by passing the Referendum in the spring of 2013. Construction has 

been under way since summer of 2013 at the De Soto Middle/High School and is nearly 100% complete.  In 

our improved facilities and in all buildings we are working to continue to provide the best educational envi-

ronment possible. 

 

De Soto Area School District Mission Statement: 

Dedicated to Learning and Growth; 

Striving for Excellence 

 
The school district vision statement states the future direction of the school district and what we aspire to be.  

Below is our vision for the De Soto Area School District updated in August 2014. 

 

De Soto Area School District Vision Statement: 

Pursuit of excellence by providing exemplary educational opportunities in 

academics, arts, athletics, citizenship and technology. 

 

The 2014-15 School District Goals identified and approved by the school board are located on the next page of 

this newsletter along with School Report Card results reported from last year.  I look forward to the 2014-15 

school year.  Let’s have a great year! 

James Kuchta 

District Administrator 
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2014-15 District Goals 

 
Goal #1: Pursue fiscally responsible means in systems of operation through long-range plan-
ning of facilities and transportation to support our vision 

Goal #2: Strive for academic excellence by implementing data-driven decisions to develop School 
Improvement Plans for each building with a focus on English, Language Arts and Math 

 
Goal #3: Continue to pursue alternative resources to provide increased opportunities for the de-
velopment of all students 

 
Goal #4: Challenge students at all levels by advancing curriculum and academic offerings and 
supporting staff through systematic and comprehensive development 

School Report Card News 

School Report Cards based on testing and student data from 2013-14 were released to the public in early Sep-

tember. Here is a breakdown of the De Soto Schools Report Cards. All De Soto Area Schools “Meet Expecta-

tions” by Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction criteria. More information is available at http://

reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/. 

Stoddard Elementary 

2012-13   65.2 

  2013-14    66.7  

   +1.5 

Prairie View Elementary 

2012-13   60.6 

  2013-14    70.1  

   +9.5 

*Congratulations to Prairie View Elementary for receiving a Title 1 School of Recognition Award. 

De Soto Middle School 

2012-13   66.4 

  2013-14      67.9  

   +1.5 

De Soto High School 

2012-13   66.8 

  2013-14    70.8  

   +4.0 

De Soto Area School District 

2012-13   64.9 

  2013-14    68.9  

   +4.0 

http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/
http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/
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De Soto Area Schools 

New Middle/High School Facilities                                                                 
 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

DEDICATION CEREMONY FOR OUR NEW FACILITIES 

Homecoming—Friday, October 10—12:00pm 

We are extending an open invitation to our students, families, community and alumni to partici-

pate in the Dedication Ceremony celebrating the new De Soto Middle and High School learn-

ing and fitness facilities. The dedication will take place in conjunction with Homecoming ac-

tivities in the new De Soto Middle/High School gymnasium on Friday, October 10, 2014 at 

12:00 p.m.  The ceremonies include a pep assembly and filing of the 50-year time capsule and 

all are welcome to enjoy the Homecoming Parade that follows the dedication ceremony. 

Building tours are also available on Friday, October 10 and will start by the Middle/High 

School office at 11:00 a.m., 3:30 p.m., and 5:00 p.m. and also immediately following the                         

Homecoming Football game which begins at 6:00 p.m.  

 

You are also invited to our  

Ribbon Cutting Celebrations   

De Soto Middle/High School Gymnasium 

Girls Basketball—November 20—7:00pm 

Boys Basketball—November 25—7:00pm 

Wrestling—December 4—6:30pm  

New Facility Tours on the above dates for  

Volleyball, Basketball & Wrestling will be at 5:30 pm & 6:00 pm   

 

To arrange for tours on other dates and times,  

please contact the Middle/High School office at (608) 648-0100. 
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Seven Habits in Our Classroom 

Ms. Kiedinger, Prairie View Elementary 

The Leader in Me, Stephen Covey's recent book about form-

ing leadership qualities in children, outlines ideology that I 

already employ in my classroom.  I was excited to read it and 

grab even more great information that will help grow leaders 

in our De Soto district.  

The core values embrace difference and independence while 

fostering a spirit of collaboration. Our Third Grade class is 

very busy sharing and building an effective learning environ-

ment together. We have all signed an expectation contract and 

each day we use responsive classroom techniques to talk about 

what’s working, what’s not and what we can all do to im-

prove.  

The Leader in Me reminds us that an effective classroom 

starts with me. The first three habits focus on time manage-

ment, planning, and goal setting. The next three habits set the 

stage for collaboration with lessons on conflict resolution, 

creativity, listening, and teamwork. Habit seven helps us re-

member to take care of ourselves physically, emotionally, and 

mentally. It is never too early to start applying leadership 

skills to your life and instill the language that comes with be-

ing a leader.  Here is quick rundown of what we practice.  

Be Proactive I am a safe and responsible person. I am self-

motivated. I choose my actions, attitudes, and moods. I do not 

blame others. I do the right thing without being asked, even 

when no one is looking. 

 

Begin With The End In Mind I plan ahead and set goals. I 

want to grow. I do things that have meaning and make a dif-

ference. I am an important part of my classroom, contribute to 

my school's mission and vision, and look for ways to be a bet-

ter citizen.  

 

Put First Things First I spend my time on things that are 

most important. This means I say no to things I know I should 

not do or are not important at the time. I set priorities, make a 

schedule, and follow my plan. I am self-disciplined and orga-

nized. 

 

Think Win-Win I balance courage for getting what I want 

with consideration for what others want. I make deposits in 

others' Emotional Bank Accounts. When conflicts arise, I look 

for third alternatives.  

 

Seek First to Understand, Then be Understood I listen to 

other people's ideas and feelings. I listen to others without 

interrupting. I am confident in voicing my ideas. I look people 

in the eyes when talking. 

 

Synergize I value other people's strengths and learn from 

them.  I work well in groups. I seek out other people's ideas to 

solve problems because I know that by teaming with other's 

we can create better solutions. 

Sharpen The Saw I take care of my body by eating right, 

staying hydrated, exercising, and getting enough sleep. I spend 

time with family and friends. I learn in lots of ways and lots of 

places, not just at school. I take time to find meaningful ways 

to help others. 

Please use these ideas to have conversations at home with 

your students. Maybe they have a place in your adult life. 

How sharp is your saw?  

 

 

Pictures below are of students creating Leadership Trees 
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          Marcie Childs and Anna Seamans 

                    Promoting fitness!!! 

             Color Run 2014, La Crosse, WI 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prairie View "Buddy Benches" 

Prairie View students are enjoying two new benches this year. Last spring, Prairie View Fourth Graders read an 

article in Scholastic News about students in other schools across the country creating "Buddy Benches" to pro-

mote building friendships and kindness to others. The fourth grade students were very excited to create a plan for 

building our benches and all students are happy to see the project completed. 

Prairie View students would like to thank Mr. Olson for getting the lumber, the high school students and Guy 

Boardman who built the benches, and the Prairie View 3-4-5 Summer School class who came up with the paint 

design! 

 

 

 

Shown with the benches are current  

Prairie View Fourth Grade Students 

(from L to R): Kayla Blaha, Evan Koch,       

Lukas Lebakken, and Matthew Kumlin 
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What is Title I? 

Title I is a federally funded program that is school wide at both Prairie View Elementary and Stoddard 

Elementary.  The Title I program offers assistance to improve the teaching and learning of children in 

high poverty schools so more children can meet academic standards.  Title I teachers design programs that 

involve children in a variety of learning experiences.  This flexible programming takes place within the 

regular classroom or in a separate Title I classroom.  Teachers provide specialized instruction to reinforce 

and supplement classroom learning.  Title I teachers work with families to share strategies and techniques 

to help their children become more successful in reading, math, and other subject areas.  Our Title I  

teachers have specialized reading licenses and strive for continuous professional development in order to 

meet the needs of all children.  In addition, we also plan one family literacy event each year and hold an 

annual parent meeting to answer questions or provide more information. 

Lisa Robbins – Title I teacher Stoddard Elementary                                                                                                                      

(608) 457-2101 x618, lrobbins@desoto.k12.wi.us 

Nikki Egge – Title I teacher Prairie View Elementary                                                                                                                     

(608) 648-2227 x516, negge@desoto.k12.wi.us 

mailto:lrobbins@desoto.k12.wi.us
mailto:negge@desoto.k12.wi.us
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From Ms. Mary—Stoddard Elementary 

Welcome Back! I am so excited for another great year. We did a lot of magnificent things last year 

and we will continue this year. Please remember to review the handbook and familiarize yourself 

with school policies. Our goal at the De Soto Area School District is to keep your children safe and 

motivate your child to reach their highest potential.  

I would like to take a moment to extend a huge “Thank You” to all the volunteers we had last year. 

We had several people come in and help with reading groups, recess, and so much more. If you 

would like to volunteer please fill out a volunteer form, they can be found on the district website 

under the forms tab.   

We do ask that when you are in the building stop by the office first to sign in. Also, if you are pick-

ing up or dropping off a student during school hours sign them in or out.  

Tips for Parents/Guardians: 

Be a role model for learning. 

Pay attention to what your child loves. 

Practice what your child learns at school. 

Set aside time to read together. 

Help your child take charge of his/her learning. 

*These tips were taken from pbs.org. Check out their 

webpage for more. 

Elementary Reminders: 
 Breakfast starts at 7:30am Classes start at 

8:00am and the School day ends at 3:00pm. 

 Check folders daily for important information. 

 Sign up for text alerts for early closing. 

 Label all clothing with child’s name. 

 As weather turns cold please send hats, mittens, 

boots, warm coat & snowpants. We will be    

going outside daily, unless wind chill is below 

zero. 

 Please stop in the office to sign your child in or 

out. 

Breakfast is available at school every school day.  Students can use their meal ac-

count to purchase a healthy breakfast before school for only $1.10.  (If you quali-

fy for free meals, that includes breakfast also.  Reduced breakfast is only $.30.) 

In a hurry in the 

mornings, have  

Breakfast at School! 
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Meet our New Staff at Stoddard Elementary 

Brandon Ihrcke, our new special education teacher, joins our staff directly from Winona State 

University.  He grew up in Westby and is our head high school boys basketball coach and mid-

dle school football coach.  Trace Durham is our long term sub for our kindergarten class and is 

coming to us from Dubuque, IA. She has a black lab named Jake that she adores.  Anna Ka-

rasek is our new building sign language interpreter who joins us with 10 years’ experience in 

signing.   Anna grew up in La Crosse and went to college in Wausau.  Liz Chapes our new 

paraprofessional who joins us with 3 years’ experience.  Liz is originally from Waukesha and 

currently resides in Stoddard.  Stacy Matson joins us as a full time cook at Stoddard.  Stacy 

joined our team as a part timer four years ago and is an asset to the building.  Stacy has two 

sons in our district, Alan at the middle school and Otto at Stoddard.  

(l-r) Brandon Ihrcke, Trace Durham, Anna Karasek, Liz Chapes, Stacy Matson  

 New Staff at Prairie View 
 
Pictured left to right: Dawn Mortimer, Kayli Hareldson 

 

Dawn is the full-time Site Cook at Prairie View.  She had served as a substitute the past two 

years in the district as a Cook and Paraprofessional. 

Kayli is a long term sub for Heather Stenslien who is on maternity leave.  Kayli is from       

Rochester, Minnesota and graduated from UW-Eau Claire last year. 
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Art is Element-ary 

 

Do you know the seven elements of art?  If you stopped by the Education Building at the Vernon County Fair 

and viewed the Prairie View and Stoddard Elementary School booth, you would have learned that they are value, 

space, color, texture, shape, line, and form.  The elements were scattered on the floor among papier mache masks 

made by last year's fifth grade classes.  The walls were plastered with art projects made by kindergarten through 

fifth grade students during the 2013-2015 school year.  The impressive variety of artwork earned the booth a 

blue  ribbon. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

De Soto Wellness Club’s  

First Annual 

Zombie Run/Walk 

Tuesday, October 28th 6-7pm 

At the De Soto High School Track 

Admission is Free 

Apple Cider, Hot Choocolate and Apple Bobbing will be $1 

Prizes for “survivors” will be awarded 
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 De Soto Biology Club News 

by Peggy Miller 

What has the Biology Club been up to lately? Well we are super 

proud of the fact that we had raised enough money through Milk 

Moola milk caps and recycling old and broken electronics (thank 

you to everyone who donated!) to pay to upgrade three drinking 

fountains in the new addition at the Middle/High School to in-

clude water-bottle filling stations. These new drinking fountains 

even record how many water bottles have been saved from the 

landfill by refilling instead of buying new. At the end of the 

school year I will fill you in on that total!   

 

 

 

Also, this past weekend, we did highway clean-up on HWY 82. 

Due to some conflicting sports and activities, we just had one 

member show up this fall, so shout out to Logan Scoville! 

Woohoo! We picked up our usual barrage of plastic bottles, alu-

minum cans, glass bottles and take-out containers. Most cans 

and bottles were of the beer variety which is a scary thought, that 

so many drivers are drinking and driving up that winding steep 

road! Yikes! Good news is that each time we do HWY clean-up, 

it does feel like there is less to pick up, so I am encouraged that 

people are starting to respect their county roads and highways 

more these days and don't feel the need to litter, and for that- 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As an educator, I also feel the need to include some facts that 

might interest you: 

-Fine for littering is up to $500. For litter involving a large item, 

such as furniture or an appliance, fine up to $1000 

Vernon County Drinking and Driving Penalties: 

-First Offense - Fine $150-300 License revoked 6-9 months  

-Second Offense - Fine $350-1,100 Jail 5 days to 6 months Li-

cense suspension 12-18 months.       *Penalties continue to dou-

ble after each subsequent offense. 

Also, think about this the next time you throw something out 

your window...... 

Waste Product/Litter Decomposition Time  

Item    Breakdown time 

Banana Skin   3 - 4 weeks  

Cardboard   2 months 

Apple core   1 - 2 months  

Aluminum Cans  > 1 million years  

Orange Peel   Up to 2 years  

Cigarette Butts  Up to 12 years  

Plastic Bags *   Up to 20 years  

Plastic Bottle *  450 years  

Glass    1-2 million years 

*Petrochemical products never truly breakdown and remain in 

the environment forever. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our 

new drinking 

fountains. 

http://blog.timesunion.com/payitforward/were-a-trashy-society/5371/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=pCXSPE9z2i_iRM&tbnid=Ssc57bHW-p05YM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glogster.com%2Fmbell66%2Fmadi-bell-good-citizen-civics-project%2Fg-6lniuitoed1oup4egesnsa0&ei=V5w
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21st Century Learning Community Grant (after school) Program  

We have several exciting activities planned, as well as teachers who are dedicated to 

help students increase their academic performance in reading, math and other       

subjects.  If you have children in grades K-8, take advantage of this tremendous new 

opportunity.  Call Mr. Fergot at 648-0151 for more details. 

_______________SPORT PHYSICALS_______________ 

Physical/Alternate Year Cards—Students that had a physical prior to April 1, 2013 need a new physical.  

Students that have a physical card on file and the date of their physical is between April 1, 2013-April 1, 

2014 will need to have the Alternate Year Physical Card on file.  Students that have a physical card on file 

that is after April 1, 2014 are good for the 2014-2015 school year.  Make certain the doctor signs and 

dates the physical form.   

_______________CONCUSSION AWARENESS FORM_______________ 

Parents and students must review the fact sheet provided by the DPI  on Concussion Awareness and sign 

off that the document has been read. 

_______________WIAA WEBSITE_______________ 

Information on rules and essential topics for athletes and parents is available on the WIAA website:  

www.wiaawi.org  Look under HEALTH in the top tool bar for information on:  Concussions, Hazing, Heat 

Information, Nutrition, Performance Enhancing Substances and other topics of interest. 

Messages and Items Brought to School for Students 

We continue to work to minimize interruptions during the school day.  Unless absolutely essential,                

students will be asked to come to the office for messages or for items brought to them at the start and 

end of lunch periods and at the end of the day.  It is the student’s responsibility to check  at the office 

to see if an item left at home has been brought to school for them.  Everyone’s assistance in                            

preventing  interruptions to classes and to the school day is greatly appreciated! 
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River Bluff Families Against Bullying (FAB) wants to remind everyone that October is bullying awareness 

month. FAB will have a presence at various school events in October, and we welcome everyone – parents, 

students, faculty, community members –to stop by our table and see what FAB is all about. More             

importantly, we hope you will take the time to be an ‘up-stander.’ An up-stander is someone who doesn’t 

just stand by and watch another be bullied; an up-stander intervenes and gives hope and courage to the    

person being bullied. To end bullying we all need to be up-standers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Account Changes 

De Soto Area Schools has changed the management meal program to “PowerSchool Lunch” starting with 

the 2014-2015 school year.  The program has individual accounts for each student rather than family ac-

counts. 

Meal Account Balance Access 

All parents will be able to access their meal account information using the PowerSchool Parent Access sys-

tem. There are Parent/Guardian Account Access Request Forms available to create accounts for your     

child(ren).  As explained on the Form, each child must have a unique login and password based on         

PowerSchool system requirements. 

Meal Account Payments  

Continue to send a check or cash to the school office.  If you have more than one child, you have options on 

how the payment will be distributed.  If you provide no details, the payment will be split equally among 

your children’s accounts.  If you would like the funds distributed differently, please provide a breakdown for 

how much money should be credit to each child’s account with each payment.     

Low Balance Reminders 

When a student’s meal account falls below a $5.00 balance you will receive an email notification based on 

the information setup in your Parent/Guardian Access Account.  You can also check your balance at any 

time through your Parent Account.  If you feel your account is low or if you receive notification it is 

VERY IMPORTANT that funds are deposited before your students’ next meal.  It is the family’s responsi-

bility to maintain a positive balance in their meal account.  If you are having problems maintaining a posi-

tive meal account balance, please be sure you have completed the Free and Reduced Lunch application to 

see if your family is eligible for assistance through this program.   

Just a reminder, the lunch program is NOT a Credit Card, whereas you would charge your account and then 

deposit money.  The lunch program is a Debit Card system; you must have money in the account in order 

to eat.   If you have questions or need assistance with accessing your online lunch account, please call your 

school office during school hours.   

Free and Reduced Meal Application 

Please consider completing an application for Free or Reduced meals, breakfast & lunch are included, 

through the school district.  Not only is this a welcome benefit for the families that qualify, it also in-

creases the chances for our schools to receive additional funding and/or grants to support the district 

overall.  If you feel you may be eligible, please download the application off the website—

www.desoto.k12.wi.us—It is located under the Forms tab.  Return the application to the  District Of-

fice and you will be notified if your family qualifies. 
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Wyalusing 2014 

 The Sixth Grade Wyalusing Camping trip took place this September 17 through September 19, 

2014. The weather was beautiful -warm days and cool nights. The agenda was a busy one: Day One – Eco 

Cruise, Effigy Mounds, and Astronomy; Day Two – canoeing, fishing, nature walk and photography, and 

crafts; Day Three – clean up and Spook Cave. 

 A sampling of comments from the kids: 

Emilee K. – Thank you for letting us go camping for three days. It was a lot of fun. My favorite part was 

fishing and canoeing. 

Grace H. – I loved the trip! 

Lucas W. – My favorite part of the trip was the Astronomy program. 

Zoey B. – Effigy Mounds was fun. It was cool to see all of the different shapes.. There are burial mounds, 

Big Bear, Little Bear, and compound mounds too. 

Levin M. – I really enjoyed the trip. It made us really independent. 

Isaac H. – I really enjoyed staying in the cabins. I like astronomy when we looked through the powerful 

telescopes. 

Paighton F. – The most fun was the hike to Pictured Rock Cave because I loved the cave because it is 

very beautiful. 

Alex S. – It was the best field trip I ever had. 

Aiden H. – The canoeing part was fun because I have never been canoeing before. 
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“The ALS Association, which has received the 

benefits from the Ice Bucket Challenge,                       

is an organization with the goals of funding re-

search on ALS, as well as providing assistance 

to people who have been diagnosed. The ALS 

Ice Bucket Challenge has raised over $100 million to help the Association with their mission - 

and we can help with your donations today!”   

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 

You might know it better as ALS or Lou Gehrig’s 

disease. Before we begin our ice bucket challenge, 

we think it is important for people to remember 

that part of this challenge is raising awareness 

about ALS. With that in mind, about 5,600 people 

in the U.S. are diagnosed with ALS each year. 

That means that as of this year approximately 

30,000 Americans currently have ALS.  

In total, De Soto High School raised $442.89 for the ALS La Crosse Chapter.  Pictures provided 

by Greg Koelker. 

Former De Soto High School Science teacher, Bob 

Bonine was recognized for his battle against ALS at a 

special assembly and Ice Bucket Challenge coordi-

nated by the High School Student Activities Council. 

The high school                 

participated in a Penny 

War throughout the week 

of September 22-26. The 

winners were the teachers, 

with a final tally of 3,366 

pennies! 
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Senior Points of Interest 

The information below is a list of items explained fully in the “Points of Interest” document all Seniors   

received at the start of the school year.   This information, and any updates, are available in detail from 

Miss Silvis or Mr. Dishnow in the Guidance Office. 

1. Scholarship List—Updated monthly 

2. ACT Test—Registration & test dates 

3. Official Test Scores—Now required by many colleges 

4. COMPASS Assessment—Required for Western Technical College 

5. College Applications—Send early! 

6. Application Essays—Make it personal! 

7. Transcript Requests—Notify the Guidance or High School Office 

8. Changes to Senior Schedule—Be sure your college knows you dropped a class 

9. Letters of Recommendation—Plan ahead! 

10. Scholarships—Local application due March 2, 2015 

11. Campus Visits—Attendance form available from the High School office to be excused 

12. Financial Aid Night—Tuesday, November 25th at 6:00pm 

13. Transfer Information System—Information about how credits transfer between colleges 

14. Program Shadows—Available through Western Technical College 

15. Open House—Western Technical College—Wednesday, October 8th from 4:00 to 7:00 pm 

16. Career Coaching—Dave Fish from Western Technical College will be available at De Soto to meet 

with students to assist with Western applications, status of applications, interpret COMPASS scores or 

schedule a program shadow.  Check in the Guidance Office to schedule a time to meet. 

17. Contact Information—Setup a personal e-mail account and your voicemail to be professionally          

appropriate.  Make a good first impression! 

 

 

 

 

 

Community members and fans en-

joyed the first volleyball games held in 

the new gymnasium September 30. 

Parents Night was also held the same 

evening. The facility renovations of the 

LMC (Library Media Center) gymna-

sium and physical education facilities  

are a vast improvement from the origi-

nal school buildings built in the early 

1950’s. 
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2013 - De Soto Middle School - 2014 

Honor Roll 4th Quarter 

June 13, 2014 

GRADE 6 

 

Perfect Honors: 

Arce-Johnson, Analia Estrella 

Sikora, Pearl Elizabeth 

Veglahn, James Dwight Ervin 

 

High Honors: 

Boardman, Alexa Renee 

Curti, Jacob Antonio 

Gurske, Trinidy Sky 

Nickelotti, Paul Maxwell 

Pedretti, Hunter Patrick 

Spears, Takoda Gene 

Story, Alexis Briana 

Williams, Adam Richard 

   

Honors: 

Boardman, Matthew Alan 

Busteed, Nathan Ryan 

Huebner, Tymber Anne 

Kunert, Michael Joel 

Larson, Tyler Le Roy 

Manders, Teesha Lynn 

Procalamos, Jesse Merritt 

Steger, Carter Gregory 

Wilson, Lydia Robyn Rose 

Yttri, Brianna Elizabeth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 7 

 

Perfect Honors: 

Anderson, Riley Jo 

Marley, Charles Thomas 

Tully, Lila Mae 

 

High Honors: 

Arentz, Miranda Mae 

Beck, Riggin John 

Bergum, Drew Anthony 

Bergum, Katie Loren 

Brosinski, Ava Claire 

Hass, Emily Carmella 

Heckler, Hannah Olivia 

Hermeier, Zachary Gary 

Hoff, Livia Olson 

Hoff, Wendy Michelle 

Klemme, Elaina Jeannette 

Knutson, Brendon Paul 

Krzewinski, Jennafer Nicole 

Meyer, Leah Marie 

Olson, Taylor Renee 

Rem, Brigid Kathleen 

Sikora, Jake Waldon 

Skau, Hannah Lou 

Steven, Wyatt Thomas 

Voelker, Chase Dean 

Woodhouse, Morgan Leigh 

Zink, Isaiah Mathew 

 

Honors: 

Creger, Jadon Hunter 

Gemein, Gavin Sage 

Gullickson, Taylor James 

Hermeier, Michaela Dianne 

Hobbs, Cody James 

Jarzemski, Karmyn Alayna 

Rodriquez, Max Sullivan 

Venner, Brock Ryan 

 

GRADE 8 

 

Perfect Honors: 

Chapes, Dylan Kostas 

Chapes, Grant William 

Hatch, Sebastian Forrest 

Kunert, Johanna Marie 

 

High Honors: 

Boardman, Anthony Michael 

Creger, Katelyn Rose 

Daentl, McKenna Mercedes 

Dammon, Susanna Ardell 

Heckler, Ethan Matthew 

Honken, Skylar David 

Overby, Evan Robert 

Strasser, Olivia Marie 

 

Honors: 

Audetat, Isabella Mae 

Boardman, Cheyanne Jean 

Brendemuehl, Chad Johnson 

Greener, Joel Robert 

Helgeson, Fletcher Eric 

Hobbs, Alex Timothy 

Jacobson, Noah Reuben 

Martinson, Sierra Hannah 

Poulin, Jesse Lee 
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GRADE 9 

Perfect Honors: 

 

Chapes, Victoria Grace 

George, Brandon Robert 

Haakenson, Roxanna Mae 

Kuchta, Zachary James 

McKittrick, Brianna Caroline 

Scoville, Logan James 

Tully, Sierra Carrese 

Wopat, Julia Carolyn-Rose 

  

High Honors: 

Brosinski, Grace C 

Gottbeheat, Morgaine Faith 

Ibarra, Xenia Marie 

Lagerman, Ryan Kenneth 

Lemke, Morgan Mae 

Ortiz, Henry Diego 

Scoville, Emily Marlene 

Stalsberg, Julia Marie 

Veglahn, Rachel Laraine 

 

Honors: 

Boardman, Derek James 

Clements, Conner James 

George, Darin Anton 

Gillespie, Patrick George 

Johnson, Dylan Lee 

Kozelka, Lila Rose-Kathryn 

Krause, Katelyn Marie 

Marley, Sam Moussa 

Mitchell, Grace Lydia 

Perry, Kameron James 

Rice, Benjamin Donald 

Soller, Alexa Renae 

Voelker, Lauren Renee 

Wellman, Rachel Lee 

 

GRADE 10 

Perfect Honors: 

 

Fremstad, Casey Erin 

Gianoli, Bailey M 

King, Benjamin Royal 

King, Jessica Hannah 

Kunert, Marissa Leanne 

Trussoni, Cassidy Jo 

Wallin, Benjamin Robert 

 

High Honors: 

Crowley, Monica Ann 

Holliday, Serena Rae 

Larson, Vanessa Marie 

Malin, Nicholas Philip 

Poulin, Benjamin Scott 

Rem, Maura Mary 

Stilwell, Madeline Amy 

Wiltinger, Julia Kelsey 

 

Honors: 

Boardman, Saraya Evelyn 

Gemein, Coby Daniels 

Hermeier, Madeline Ella 

Hunze, Skyler Owen 

Kreuzer, Kassidy Marita 

Lensing, Ruby Jean 

Nickelotti, Trisha Lee    

 

 

GRADE 11 

Perfect Honors: 

 

Chapes, Alexandria Adeline 

Stevenson, Alex Robert 

 

High Honors: 

Boardman, Natalie Kathryn 

Brosinski, Sadie 

Kuhnke, Austyn Chad 

Paulsrud, Troy Robert 

Payton, Denver G 

Snitker, Damien Micheal 

Trussoni, Isaac Jordan 

 

Honors: 

 

Bissen, Joseph Daniel 

Cahalan, Nicholas Gene 

Finney, Michael Andrew 

Miller, Ashley Jean 

Olson, Austin Douglas 

Peterson, Sophia Rose 

Sandy, Courtney Jo 

Taylor, Renee Marie 

Veglahn, Anna Elizabeth 

Wellman, Zachary Craig 

Werner, Henry Nicholas 
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GRADE 12 

 

Perfect Honors: 

Boardman, Elizabeth Jean 

Johnston, Gabriel Stuart 

Lensing, Madelyn Marie 

Tully, Jasmine Johanna 

Young, Allegra Lee 

 

High Honors: 

Bailey, Nicole Ann 

Boland, Michael Joseph 

Boldon, Noah Edward 

Fladhammer, Eric James 

Frawley, Alisa Darlene 

Gerlach, Miranda Lynn 

Gilman, Katelyn Kay 

Helgeson, Tanner Scott 

Kuchta, Jessica Ann 

Loutsch, Amanda Sue 

Lown, Patrick Allen 

Noffke, Steven James 

Penchi, Alicia Lynn 

Scoville, Jared Robert 

Trussoni, Jessica Jean 

Voelker, Hunter Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honors: 

Boardman, Jenna Minnie 

Buckles, Shelbie Rae 

Clements, Cameron Max 

Gentry, Tristan Brock 

Helgeson, Marisa Lee 

Hermeier, Savannah Jo 

Johnson, Tanner James 

Knutson, MacKenzie Lyne 

Lockington, Austin Jeffrey  

2013 - De Soto High School - 2014 

Honor Roll 4th Quarter 

June 13, 2014 
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__________ACT TEST DATES__________                                                                                                        

Students must register online at www.actstudent.org 

Test Date   Registration Deadline   Late Fee Required  

October 25, 2014  September 19, 2014   September 20-October 3, 2014 

December 13, 2014  November 7, 2014   November 8-21, 2014 

February 7, 2015  January 9, 2015   January 10-16, 2015 

April 18, 2015   March 13, 2015   March 14-27, 2015 

June 13, 2015   May 8, 2015    May 9-22, 2015  

If you need to retake the ACT test, prioritize some time to study for it.  There are plenty of resources 

online to help.  If you have questions, please contact our guidance department. 

DE SOTO BUILDING DIRECTORY______ 

De Soto Middle School—(608) 648-0100 

De Soto High School—(608) 648-0100 

Guidance Department—(608) 648—0100 Ext 115 

Transportation—(608) 648-3830 

District Office—(608) 648-0102 

Prairie View Elementary (608) 648-2227 

Stoddard Elementary (608) 457-2101 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 Welcome to the new school year! Once again, we are holding a flu immunization clinic at the 

high school and the elementary schools for the students sometime in October. I will be sending home 

permission slips for all the students. If you would like for your child to get a flu shot please fill out the 

permission slip and send it back to me as soon as possible.  

 If your child went into Preschool this year, I will need a copy of their immunization record.  

Please send it in if you haven’t already done so. If your child is in Kindergarten, they will need another 

MMR, Varicella, and Polio immunization. If your child is in the sixth grade this year, they will need a 

Tdap immunization. Please get those immunizations as soon as you can and send the immunization rec-

ord to me, if you haven’t already done so.  

Thank you, 

Opal Hostert ,RN  - District Nurse 

 608-648-3311 ext. 104 

ohostert@desoto.k12.wi.us 
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS  2014-2015 

School Board meetings are held in the De Soto MS/HS LMC (Library Media Center) at 7:00 p.m.  

The public is welcome! 

FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 2014-2015 DATES 

 Friday, November 7, 2014—Fall Drama Production—7pm 

 Monday, November 10, 2014—Honors Band REHEARSAL @ North Crawford after school 

 Monday, November 17, 2014—Honors Band @ North Crawford all day. Concert  @ 6:30pm  

 Monday, December 8, 2014—Elementary Winter Concert—7pm 

 Monday, December 15, 2014—MS/HS Band/Choir Winter Concert—7pm 

 Monday, March 16, 2015—Piano S &E during the day @ WCP 

Church—Large ensembles begin @ 4pm at Westby High School 

 Saturday, March 28, 2015—Solo & Ensemble @ Westby all day 

 Wednesday, April 22, 2015—Large Group Festival  @ Westby all day 

 Monday, May 11 2015—Elementary Spring Concert—7pm 

 Sunday, May 17, 2015—MS/HS Band Spring Concert—3:00pm 

 Monday, May 18, 2015—MS/HS Choir Spring Concert—7:30pm 

 September 22, 2014 

 October 13, 2014 

 Annual Meeting—Oct. 27, 2014 

 November 17, 2014 

 December 15, 2014 

 January 19, 2015 

 February 16, 2015 

 March 16, 2015 

 April 20, 2015 

 May 18, 2015 

 June 15, 2015 

Inclement Weather Updates 

Please check local stations for weather updates for school delays & closings.  You can also sign up for 

text or email alerts through the District website. 

WKBT—8  WVRQ—102.3 WIZM—1410  Kicks 106  KQ98 

WXOW—19  KNEI—103.5  Z-93   Magic 105  94.7 

KWWL—7  WKTY—580  95.7   Eagle 102.7  WPRE 
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STUDENT IMMUNIZATION LAW 

AGE/GRADE REQUIREMENTS 

2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

The following are the minimum required immunizations for each age/grade level.  It is not a recommended 

immunization schedule for infants and preschoolers.  For that schedule, contact your doctor or local health 

department. 

 

 

1.   DTP/DTaP/DT vaccine for children entering Kindergarten:  Your child must have received one does 

after the 4th birthday (either the 3rd, 4th, or 5th dose) to be compliant.  (Note:  a dose 4 days or less be-

fore the 4th birthday is also acceptable.) 

2.   DTP/DTaP/DT/Td vaccine for all students Pre K through 12:  Four doses are required.  However, if 

your child received the 3rd does after the 4th birthday, further doses are not required.  (Note:  a dose 4 

days or less before the 4th birthday is also acceptable.) 

3.   Tdap means adolescent tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis vaccine.  If your child received a 

dose of a tetanus-containing vaccine, such as Td, within 5 years of entering the grade in which Tdap is 

required, your child is compliant and a dose of Tdap vaccine is not required.  

4.   Polio vaccine for students entering grades kindergarten through 12:  Four doses are required.  Howev-

er, if your child received the 3rd dose after the 4th birthday, further doses are not required.  (Note:  a 

dose 4 days or less before the 4th birthday is also acceptable.) 

5. The first dose of MMR vaccine must have been received on or after the first birthday. (Note:  a dose 4 

days or less before the 1st birthday is also acceptable.) 

6. Var means Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine.  A history of chickenpox disease is also acceptable. 

 

         Age/Grade     Number of Doses 

PreK (2 yrs through 4 yrs) 4 DTP/DTaP/DT²  3 Polio  3 Hep B 1 MMR5 1 Var6 

Grades K through 5  4 DTP/DTaP/DT/Td¹ ²  4 Polio4  3 Hep B 2 MMR 5

 2 Var6 
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De Soto Booster Club 

 

 The De Soto Booster Club is an organization that is proud to support our students in the De 

Soto Area School District. We provide encouragement and financial support for our academic, artis-

tic, and athletic student organizations.  Some of our projects have included Sod for the Pit, Homecom-

ing Tailgate Parties, Athletic Awards Banquets, contributions for guest speakers and the Middle 

School Yearbook. We have also had and/or assisted organizations with fundraising events, such as the 

Gun Raffles and Catfish Fries. Each year we also award scholarships to qualifying seniors. We are 

currently purchasing the new windscreen for the softball field, as well as the conference banners and 

wall pads for our new gymnasium. 

 We are looking for new members.  De Soto Booster Club membership is open to all people in 

the De Soto Area School District. An annual membership is only $10 per family per year and a life-

time membership is only $100.  Lifetime members are recognized with their names engraved on a 

plaque displayed in the De Soto High School.  

 Please join us! Complete the form below and return it to: 

             Cherrie Johnson, Treasurer 

                        E778 Maple Drive 

                        Genoa, WI 54632 

   

The forms can also be returned at a Booster Club meeting.  

Please make your check payable to De Soto Booster Club. 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________________ State__________ Zip ______________ 

Phone __________________________________________________________________ 

Email address_____________________________________________________________ 

Please select one: 

 _______  Annual membership $10 

 _______  Lifetime membership $100 

  

  Thank you. We look forward to working with you! 
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Dates to Remember 

  

  October 10  New Facilities Dedication Ceremony Noon 

  October 16  Parent Teacher Conferences  4—8 pm 

  October 17  No School 

  October 17  Parent Teacher Conferences  8 am—Noon 

  October 30  Early Release (Elem. Noon, MS/HS 12:25) 

  October 31  No School 

  November 20  Girls Basketball Ribbon Cutting  7:00 pm 

  November 25  Boys Basketball Ribbon Cutting  7:00 pm 

  November 26-28 No School—Thanksgiving Break 

  December 4  Wrestling Ribbon Cutting   7:00 pm 

  December 22-Jan 2 No School—Winter Break 

     

 

NOTICE TO ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  The school newsletter is not sent to all box holders.  It is sent home 

with students and copies will be put in the banks and post offices in the District as well as Pedretti’s in Genoa, Pronto in 

De Soto, at the Red Mound Store and Stoddard Kwik Trip.  It will also be on the district website at                          

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/.  Please contact us at 648-0102 if you want to receive a copy of the Newsletter. 

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/

