
 De Soto Middle/High School 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Mon, Oct. 2—World Day of Bully 

Prevention Wear the color Blue 

Thu, Oct 12—3:30-7:30pm 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Fri, Oct 13—No School 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

7:30am-11:30am 

 

Wed, Oct 25—Unity Day 

Wear orange and take a stand 

against bullying! 

Fri, Oct 27—No School 

Letter from the Principals 

Students, Parents & Families 

We had a great start to the school year with WI State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, Dr. Tony Evers acknowledging students, staff and 

community members for the outstanding educational partnership! De 

Soto MS/HS hosted the all-district  assembly on September 1 featuring 

Dr. Evers, Mr. Dave Skogen, Mr. Tom Thibodeau and other special 

guest presenters from both CESA 3 and CESA 4.  Dr. Evers participated 

in a “meet & greet” with students, staff and community members 

from every school building and during the assembly recognized                

students for academic achievements and presented  service awards to 

teachers , retirees, and community members.  Mr. Skogen spoke in 

respect to character values and Mr. Thibodeau encouraged all                     

students to give of themselves through service learning at school and 

in the community. Middle and high school students also participated 

in a full day of mini-sessions on topics of mental health, team building, 

goal setting, kindness art and wellness.   

September was a very busy month which also included Homecoming. 

A big football win topped a great week of activities that featured                

senior football players and cheerleaders visiting the two elementary 

schools, an all district assembly, parade and court coronation. A                 

special thank you to our local fire departments, first responders and 

Sheriff Spears for participating in the parade!  Thank you everyone                                                                                           

for making it a great first month!  

Linzi Gronning & Tim Fergot, principals 

De Soto High School                       

2017 Homecoming Court 



Parent involvement in our school is very valued and is recognized as an essential              

partnership contributing to quality programs and educational opportunities for all             

students. Parents are welcome to get involved by: 

 Becoming a member of the PTO 

 Volunteering in their child’s classroom by contacting the teacher and scheduling              

a day/time to help 

 Helping with a special project 

 Chaperoning elementary field trips 

All classroom volunteers and chaperones must be an approved volunteer in the  district. A Volunteer registry 

form is available in any school office  or on the website www.desoto.k12.wi.us under the top tool bar—Forms 

Students sometimes misplace 

items.  There is a table with 

misplaced items near the 

school office. If your child                                      

has lost something, please 

have them check with their 

teacher, check their backpack, check with their bus 

driver, and take a hard look at home. You may also 

check with our custodian or the main office. You 

are welcome to check when you visit school.  

Labeling your child’s items is very helpful in                 

getting them returned as quickly as possible.  A 

helpful tip is to place initials on the tags of clothing 

DRESS GUIDELINES 

While we have had an amazingly warm September,             

we know the cooler weather is just around the corner.       

Guidelines are established to promote a healthy and safe 

learning environment.  Please be sure your child has 

proper clothing for the season. 

 Footwear is to be worn at all times. No convertible 

shoes or rollerblades are allowed. Flip flops are            

discouraged as they do not provide sufficient support 

and protection, especially when worn on the play-

ground. Students are to have tennis shoes at school 

on days they have physical education class.  

 When the temperatures are cooler, hats, gloves and 

sweatshirts/coats are needed for recess, for 

bus transportation and walkers.   

ATTENDANCE—at school is essential to learning and 

achievement. If your child is going to be late or absent, 

please notify the Stoddard Office at 608-457-2101 be-

fore 8:00am whenever possible. 



High School Parents/Guardians & Students: 

You are invited to attend a financial aid informational 
session for those considering attending college after    
graduation. Please note the dates and times for these 
meetings.  Additional information is also provided in 
this letter on regional financial aid events. 

De Soto High School – Informational Session Only: 

October 12 @ 5:30 p.m. – De Soto HS/MS LMC 

October 16 @ 6:00 p.m. – De Soto HS/MS LMC 

Additional Regional Financial Aid Workshops Provided by College Goal Wisconsin: (www.westerntc.edu/financial-aid-
events)  

October 4 @ 6:00 -8:00 p.m. – Holmen High School 

October 11 @ 5:00 -7:00 p.m. Whitehall High School 

October 19 @ 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. - Western Technical College Fall Open House- La Crosse Campus – Lunda Center 

October 25 @ 5:oo – 7:00 p.m. – Western Technical College – Tomah Campus  

November 8 @ 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Western Technical College – Viroqua Campus 

 

What You Need to Bring if Attending a Regional Financial Aid Workshop: 

You will need the following items in order to complete your 2018-19 FAFSA. If you are considered a dependent student 
for financial aid purposes, you will also need these items for your parents. 

 2016 Federal Tax Returns and W2s. 

 2016 Untaxed Income Records, such as child support or veteran’s non-education benefits. 

 Information on savings, investments, business assets, and farm assets (if applicable). 

 Driver’s License (if you have one). 

 Social Security Number. 

 Alien Registration Card or Permanent Resident Card (if not a US citizen). 

 Date of birth for parents, and month and year of parents’ marriage, divorce, or separation. 

Kirsten Jandrin, K-12 District School Counselor:  kjandrin@desoto.k12.wi.us  608-648-0100 ext. 115 

October is National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month 

The goal in observing National Bullying Prevention Month is for school, parents and communities to work  to-

gether to stop bullying and cyberbullying be increasing awareness and prevention programs.  

 Make Friends— with someone you don’t know and make sure no-one is left out. 

 Kindness Challenge—be helpful, be thoughtful and be kind. Challenge friends to “pay it forward” with acts 

of kindness 

 Stand Up—for others when you see someone being treated unkindly or  being bullied. Be brave. If you 

don’t feel safe, get help from an adult. 

http://www.westerntc.edu/financial-aid-events
http://www.westerntc.edu/financial-aid-events


MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID—FOR PARENTS & GUARDIANS 

YOUTH MENAL HEALTH—OCTOBER 12—DE SOTO MS/HS LMC—6:30PM 

Parents/Guardians are invited to attend a Youth Mental Health presentation on October 12th at 6:30 .m. in the 
De Soto MS/HS LMC by Jessie Sloan, CESA 4.  Youth mental health has been    identified as a priority in educa-
tion by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Governor Walker and educational leaders across the 
state and in the national. The De Soto School District is taking an active role in working with community                       
agencies, training staff and teaching students about good mental health, how to recognize the difference                 
between feelings associated with normal adolescent growth and feelings or stressors that contribute to mental 
health issues. A focus of all trainings and discussions is on how to help students become more resilient when 
they face stress and challenges.   

 

On the first day of school, all 6-12th  grade students participated in a Youth Mental Health presentation to 
learn about the definition, resiliency, signs, and challenges. In addition, all educators within the  De Soto School 
District have participated in further professional development on the topic of Mental Health during a                  
September in-service. 

 

The presentation will offer excellent opportunities for parents/guardians of students at all ages to learn how to 
start a conversation about mental health with their children. Good mental health and mental health issues im-
pact students at every grade level.  Topics covered within the October 12th presentation will be: 

 Mental health/mental illness definition 

 Mental health challenges are common and something anyone can experience.   

 Talking about mental health challenges should be supported and encouraged.    

 People can recover and lead normal lives. 

 Resiliency for students and parents 

 Resources 

 

—Jessie Sloan is the Instructional Services Director at CESA 4 and previously had been a school counselor and also 
worked within  mental health service agencies.— 

Vernon County Department of Human Services —608-637-5210    After hours Helpline: 608-637-700                                               
Vernon County has contracts with many service providers for individual and group therapy, day treatment, residential 
services and inpatient hospitalization. Contact the department for a list of resources.  

La Crosse County Human Services Department/Mental Health Crisis Services Assistance provided 24 hours – 7 days per 
week. Call 608-784-HELP (4357). Readily accessible mental health crisis services to meet individual needs in the least                 
restrictive settings possible. www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/HumanServices/mental.asp  

Great Rivers 2-1-1 (formerly First Call for Help) Free, confidential community information, referrals and crisis line ser-
vices 24 hours a day. Phone 2-1-1 or 800-362-8255 www.greatrivers211.org  

The Mental Health Coalition of the Greater La Crosse Area A community coalition composed of advocates for mental 

health and providers of mental health services. In Crisis? Call 800-362-8255 www.mentalhealthlacrosse.org/resources 

http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/HumanServices/mental.asp
http://www.greatrivers211.org/home
http://www.mentalhealthlacrosse.org/resources


High School Art High School Art 
Our first project was to create a 3D cube 

that was all about them. We reviewed the 

seven elements of art and then each stu-

dent had to emphasis each element on one 

side of their cube. You can find all the cubes 

in the library.  

In Culinary Arts class we have 

been working on preparing, 

plating, and photographing 

food. And of course eating 

what we make! We will be 

exploring many different food 

items this semester including 

macaroons, pies, custards, 

and much more!  

Artists 
1. Elynn Russell-Miller 
2. Austin Faulkner  
3. Tony Boardman 
4. Susanna Dammon 
5. G6 Culinary Class 

Culinary Arts 

2. 

1. 

3. 

4. 
5. 



 

WELCOME BACK STUDENTS!                            
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

Contributed by Greg Koelker 

The busses starting rumbling in around the usual time on 
a cool but sunny, Friday, September 1, the first day of 
school at De Soto Middle/High School.  The level of            
excitement was ramping up in the building as children 
climbed off and walked into school carrying back packs, 
some dressed in their “first day of school” new clothes, 
chatting and laughing and some a tad bleary-eyed, and of course some, looking at their 
“devices.”  The empty halls glistened as they began to fill with students.  There were no bells this 
day, but students were called to a short assembly where they got their locker assignments and 
class lists and had some time to go to their lockers.   

 

That’s just about where the “usual” first day ended for the students and staff.  Throughout the day 
students were treated to a variety of informative and inspirational presentations from local busi-
ness and education professionals.  There were also team building activities, even painting 
“kindness rocks” with positive messages, and a general assembly that included awards and                      
recognitions, speakers and musical interludes.   

 

Special guest and keynote speaker, Dave Skogen, a community leader, author, philanthropist, and 
Chairman of the Board of Festival Foods told the general assembly of K12 students, staff, and 
community members that he saw life as having three stages: learning, earning, and returning.  He 
encouraged students to make good choices.  “A student's achievement can be measured in more 
than just grades. I'll take a C student who has good character traits any day over an A student that 
becomes a slacker,” said Skogen and added, “It is a person's character that sets them up for                   
success throughout life.  Companies are looking for people with strong character today; the tech-
nical skills we can teach them." 

 

Skogen has created a new program called “Character Lives.”  He developed the program that fo-
cuses on spreading compassion and kindness.  The De Soto Area Schools have adopted                            
Character Lives for this school year.  A total of 24 local schools have also adopted the                                 
program.  Skogen added that he believes that other districts could learn from De Soto, a                             
front-runner in character building. 

 

State Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Tony Evers, was also a special guest.  After a general                      
reception in the IMC where Superintendent Evers met and talked with students, parents, school 
board members, staff, and school volunteers who were there to be recognized for their service,               
he got a tour and then was a featured speaker in the general assembly.  Superintendent Evers 
spoke of the quality of the students he met that morning and the excitement of a new school 
year.  He said that if he had kids of school age, he would love to send them to De Soto and would 
encourage others to do so.  Evers added, “The pathway to learning is through character and            
knowing every action makes a difference.” 

 



Superintendent Evers also presented Academic Excellence Awards to De Soto High School                  

students: Johanna Kunnert, Grant Chapes, Ethan Heckler, Susanna Dammon, Sarah Knutson, 

State Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tony Evers, De Soto School Board President Rick Pedretti, 

Lane Buchner, Sebastian Hatch, Evan Overby, Dylan Chapes, Anna Busteed, Charley Marley,  

Taylor Olson, Brigid Rem, Jake Sikora, Hannah Skau, Lila Tully, Morgan Woodhouse, Isaiah Zink, 

Pearl Sikora, Lydia Wilson, James Veglahn, Riley Anderson, Ava Brosinski, Joel Greener, Elaina 

Klemme, Jenna Krzewinski,  Liam Schaller, Jesse Poulin, Karmyn Jarzemski, Rachel Gianoli,             

Alex Boardman, Riggin Beck, and Isabella Audetat.   

DHS Senior Grant Chapes also spoke to the assembly presenting a student perspective as well 
about the benefits of character and making good choices.   

 

Featured Student Performers were sophomores Connor Ernst on euphonium and unicycle and             
Matthew Boardman on trumpet and singing a moving rendition of “Amarilli Mia Bell.” Both also                  
performed the National Anthem to open the assembly. 

 

NEW TEACHERS They are: Miss Achammer—HS English Teacher, Ms. Bark—MS/HS Agriculture 
Teacher, Ms. Egan—Stoddard Title 1 Teachers, Mrs. Gianoli—MS/HS & Special Education Secre-
tary, Ms. Holt—HS Head Cook, Mrs. Kuennen—MS/HS Art Teacher, Ms. Reber—MS/HS Physical 
Education & Health Teacher, Mrs. Wateski—MS Special Education Teacher, and Mrs. Williams—
Elementary Music Teacher 



YEARS OF SERVICE 

5 Years of Service: Mrs. Schwartz—MS Reading, Mr. Knutson—Stoddard Elementary Head Custo-
dian, Mrs. Gronning—MS/HS Principal and Superintendent, Mr. Eliason—MS Math Teacher, Ms. 
Childs—Prairie View Elementary 4

th
 Grade Teacher, Mr. Guy Boardman—Building & Grounds As-

sistant Director, and Mr. Arneson—MS/HS Band Instructor. 
 

10 Years of Service: Mrs. Buckles—Head Cook Prairie View Elementary and Mrs.  

Malin—Director of Special Education & Pupil Services. 
 

15 years of Service: Mr. Wick—Prairie View 5
th
 Grade Teacher & Head Football Coach 

 

GOLDEN BELLS—Three teachers who 
retired at the end of last year received their 
Golden Bell Recognition from Mr. Pedretti 
and Dr. Evers: Mr. Scott King—MS/HS 
Physical Education Teacher, Coach &            
Athletic Director who served in the De Soto 
District for 25 years.  (King continues as 
Athletic Director), Mr. Tom Stingl—MS/HS 
Art Teacher and Yearbook Advisor who 
served in the De Soto District for 33 years, 
and Mr. Ron Von Glahn—MS/HS                               
Agriculture Teacher, FFA Advisor & coach 
who served in the De Soto District for 31 
years.  

 

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION—Sheriff John Spears and the Vernon County Sheriff's Department 
were recognized and thanked in appreciation for all that the department does to support students 
and schools.   

 

Terry Russell was recognized.  He is the father of six former De Soto students, has been a volun-
teer sports videographer, former school board member, and a huge De Soto supporter.  Mr.          
Russell will receive the Distinguished Service Award from the Wisconsin Athletic Directors                           
Association this November for over two  
decades of volunteer service to De Soto and 
the community. 

 

Greg Koelker, former De Soto teacher was 
presented with a special award for, “his  
continued dedication to promoting our 
school district, students and programs 
through the many articles and photographs 
he submits to the local newspapers.  We  
extend a ‘plethora’ of Pirate thanks as well 
for his announcing (for 27 years) our varsity 
football games.” 


