
Greetings to the De Soto Area Schools and 
Community! 

  
My name is Jim Kuchta and I am honored to 
serve as the Superintendent of Schools for the 
De Soto Area School District. 
  
The transition into the District has been an ex-
citing one.  All district community members 
have been remarkably friendly, helpful and re-
sourceful throughout the process.  As I enter my 
twenty-fifth year working as an educator 
(teacher, coach and administrator) I feel privi-
leged for this great opportunity and look for-
ward to a positive relationship with the district 
as we work together to create an environment 
for continuous improvement, high achievement 
and excellence.   
 
I am married and have four children including 
two in college.  I am an advocate for and  
believe in public schools.  I am committed to 
working with our staff to provide an educational 
experience that is meaningful, relevant and 
challenging for each and every one of our stu-
dents.  I maintain high expectations for our 
School District including our staff, as well as 
our students.  It is a great privilege and respon-
sibility to educate our children and I look  
forward to working with the Board, all staff 
members, school /community leaders, and par-
ents as we work to best prepare our students for 
college and career readiness. 
  
I have already learned a few things in my short 
time in the De Soto area.  First, this is a school 
community that honors and believes in the 
value of an education that will prepare  
students for a lifetime of success.  Evidence of 
this is in the recent referendum that was passed 
and leading to the construction and renovation 
projects at all three school buildings including 
Stoddard Elementary, Prairie View Elementary 
and De Soto Middle/High School.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will strive to continue to help our students 
grow in all areas of development including so-
cially, emotionally and physically, as well as, 
academically.  Secondly, I have learned that 
our school values service, volunteering and 
giving back to the local community.  Proof of 
this exists in the Farm to School Program 
among other activities.  It is imperative that 
our students understand that thinking and act-
ing positively only makes the world in which 
they live a better place.  Finally, I have learned 
that the communities that make up the De Soto 
Area School district are interested in their stu-
dents performing well and competing at the 
highest level.  It is essential that we identify 
exactly what we want our students to know, 
determine whether or not they know it, provide 
timely interventions when they don’t know it, 
and extend learning for those students that al-
ready know it.  This approach will set the 
framework for our future professional develop-
ment and initiatives. 
   
I look forward to the 2011-2012 school year 
and again, thank you for the opportunity to be 
here. 
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New Teachers to De Soto School District 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Jaekel is the new Title I Reading teacher 
at Stoddard Elementary.  She says she became a 
teacher because “I love learning and I enjoy help-
ing children learn and have fun doing so.”  She 
adds, “I very much enjoy my new students.  They 
are energetic and excited to learn.  They come to 
school with a smile on their face.”  One of her 
goals this year is to help each of her students suc-
ceed in becoming great readers. 
 
Ms. Jaekel got her education degree from UW-La 
Crosse.  She most recently taught both 2nd and 3rd 
grade at Sacred Heart School in Cashton. 
 
Ms. Jaekel grew up in La Crosse and graduated 
from Aquinas High School.  She was married last 
September and lives in Stoddard.  “My favorite 
thing to do is curl up with a good book and read.  I 
also enjoy spending time on the river with my 
husband and our two dogs,” says Ms. Jaekel. 
 
Ms. Jaekel added that, “I am very excited to be 
teaching in the De Soto School District.” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nanette Oldenburg is one of the two new Title I 
teachers in the De Soto Area Schools.  Ms. Olden-
burg teaches Title I Reading at Prairie View Ele-
mentary School.   She says that her previous job 
was as a Reading teacher at Loyal Elementary 
School, Loyal, WI.  She also taught at Boscobel 
Elementary School as a Title I teacher.  
 
 Ms. Oldenburg earned her undergraduate degree 
from Viterbo University, La Crosse, WI in Busi-
ness and received a graduate Reading license from 
Viterbo University.  She is also a student and will 
be certified with a graduate Reading Specialist 
license at the end of this school year, May 
2012.  She has a Master of Arts Degree in Educa-
tion from Saint Mary’s University, Minnesota.  
 
“I love to work with children and teaching them to 
read is my passion. My students (at Prairie View) 
have been great.  I love to see their energetic and 
happy faces,” says Ms. Oldenburg.  She says her 
goal is, “To keep improving the Reading test 
scores for my Prairie View students.”  She also 
added that, “I am pleased to be a part of the De 
Soto School system.  Everyone has been so help-
ful and gracious to me.  I work with a great 
staff.  I am thankful for that.” 
 
Ms. Oldenburg is from the Viroqua, Westby 
area.    Ms. Oldenburg went to high school at 
North Crawford.  She is married to Jim Oldenburg 
and they live in the country on a small hobby 
farm. They have four children: Luke, Malena, 
Mark and Wesley.  The Oldenburgs are also 
grandparents.  Their new grandson is Grey-
son.  Their youngest son is a sophomore at 
Westby High School.  She also says that she loves 
to travel, camp, be with my family, and read. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heather Stein is the new De Soto Middle/High 
School Spanish teacher.  She will teach Spanish 
I, II, III, and IV first semester and add eighth 
grade introduction Spanish next semester.  Ms. 
Stein is also the advisor for National Honor So-
ciety.  
 
Ms. Stein says that, “I really enjoyed my time at 
the University of Wisconsin Eau Claire.   
Through their strong education program I was 
provided with many beneficial learning opportu-
nities that have helped me to prepare to teach in 
the “teaching world.”  The professors at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Eau Claire were great men-
tors and provided insight into the art of teach-
ing.”    She adds that, “I became a teacher be-
cause I wanted to inspire and show kids that they 
all can be successful in what ever it is they want 
to succeed in.  I wanted to help kids to reach 
their fullest potential and help provide them with 
skills that will aid in their success.  Also, I want 
to share my passion with the students for the for-
eign language of Spanish and give them the 
communication skills they need to apply Spanish 
to ‘real life’ situations.”    
 
Ms. Stein says, “I hope to provide opportunities 
for the students in Spanish that will help them to 
enhance their language proficiency skills.  I hope 
the students gain the ability to hold more in 
depth conversations in Spanish as well as in their 
written work.  I have really enjoyed my time at 
De Soto High School thus far.  The students 
have all been a pleasure and fun to teach.  I look 
forward to this year at De Soto Middle/High 
School.” 
 
Ms. Stein is originally from Wauwatosa, WI 
which is a suburb right outside of Milwau-
kee.  She graduated from Wauwatosa East High 
School.  .       
 
 

While in high school she was in Key Club and  
Spanish Club that participated in a variety of 
activities throughout the area.  She was also part 
of the Varsity Club Dance team for the town of 
Wauwatosa (Wauwatosa Esprit Dance Team) 
that competed in a variety of different competi-
tions throughout the year 
 
Ms. Stein says she is not married, but she has a 
significant other.  She adds, “I like to spend 
time with my family and friends in my free 
time.  I also like to go bike riding during the 
summer.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heather Johnson is the new Middle and High 
School Phy Ed and Freshman Health teacher.  
She will also coach: middle school girls volley-
ball, middle school girls basketball, and JV soft-
ball. 
 
Ms. Johnson says, “This year I hope to bring a 
new approach to relating PE and 
health. I define health as an overall well being 
of the mind, body, and spirit. Physical education 
will educate the students on the physical stand 
point as health education will reach the stu-
dents’ minds. I would also like to integrate core 
classroom material into my classes. By using 
classroom integration, my goal is for the stu-
dents to be able to take what they learn and ap-
ply it to real life situations.  An example of core 
classroom integration would include students 
figuring out their free throw percentage during a 
basketball unit. Students will not only be work-
ing on their physical skills of shooting a basket-
ball, they will also be working on their math 
division skills. This will help students to think 
outside the box in hopes of improving their 
critical thinking.”  



Ms. Johnson says her students are very re-
spectful and open for my new teaching 
methods. “They represent their community 
very well.”  She says that her goal as a 
teacher is, “That my students leave my 
classroom with the skills, knowledge, and 
understanding to live a healthy lifestyle out-
side the classroom.” She adds that, “I had a 
teacher in 8th grade who inspired me so 
much that since that time, I have always 
wanted to be a teacher in hopes I have the 
same impact on students.” I am excited to 
be working with the De Soto community 
and I can not wait to see what my first year 
of teaching will bring.  
 
Ms. Johnson is from Clintonville, Wiscon-
sin and graduated from Clintonville High 
School, where she was a 4-year varsity soft-
ball and basketball player, and played in the 
concert, pep, and marching bands. Ms. 
Johnson earned her Bachelors in Exercises 
Sports Science with an emphasis in Physi-
cal Education, Health Education, and Sport 
Fitness at Carthage College in Kenosha.  
She also spent four years on the softball 
team. 
 
Ms. Johnson says that she is also into trav-
eling, hiking/climbing, whitewater rafting, 
softball, and working out. While De Soto is 
her first Middle/High School Phy Ed and 
Health teaching job, last summer she was 
the leader of 24 young teens on a 36-day 
camping/hiking trip across the  
Pacific North West in the US and Canada. 

 
Guidance Office 

 
Welcome back to school, and what a great 
start it is!  There are so many changes 
throughout the building with the construc-
tion, new teachers and some old teachers.  
Many were surprised to see my face after 
retiring last spring, but I am back subbing 
for Mr. Dishnow in the guidance office who 
became ill while subbing for Mrs. Kilburg, 
who is on maternity leave.  Between  

the guidance, high school office and Mrs. 
Erdmann, most of the back to school prob-
lems have been solved.   
 
Seniors are encouraged to stop in and check 
out college and scholarship information that 
has been arriving daily.  Juniors have been 
handed their material for the PSAT test in 
October and hopefully they don’t wait until 
the night before to study.  Also, October 3rd 
the juniors will participate in the Career 
Expo at the La Crosse Center. 
 
While not all questions can be answered 
right away, the guidance office will do eve-
rything it can to get the information for the 
students and parents and hope to keep it 
moving smoothly, so that when Mrs. Kil-
burg comes back it won’t be in total disar-
ray.  Thank you for everyone’s patience and 
help.     
 By:  Kay Silvis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Seamans in the new Art Room at Prairie 
View.  This room was part of the new addition 



By:  Robin Hosemann 
 

What Happened to the Wyalusing Trip? 
 

Many in our community were saddened to 
learn that the tradition of the annual Wyalusing 
Trip for sixth graders was cancelled this year 
due to budget constraints. For over twenty 
years, the district brought together students 
from the Prairie View and Stoddard Elementary 
schools to get to know one another and build 
relationships in the annual three-day, two-night 
excursion to Wyalusing State Park.  
 
De Soto alumni fondly recall their first stay 
away from home in the cabins on the bluffs with 
the experiences of star gazing, hiking, canoe-
ing, and singing songs by the campfire.  
 

Same Goals, New Direction! 
 
To continue the district’s tradition of bringing 
together the students from both elementary 
schools, we have organized an alternative to 
the Wyalusing Trip. Sixth graders will spend a 
day away from the classrooms at Blackhawk 
Park on Thursday, September 15th.  
 
Every sixth grader will be given the opportunity 
to: 
 
• learn how to paddle a canoe with a partner from 

the other school 
• participate in a fun and challenging team game 
• practice digital photography techniques 
• discuss our problem-solving ethic in the middle 

school and 
• learn about our expectations for treating one an-

other with respect despite our differences 
 
The middle school staff members coordinating 
and leading the trip are Jenny Nettles, Tony 
Paletta, and Robin Hosemann. They will be as-
sisted by Laura Hanna, a student teacher from 
the University of Wisconsin, La Crosse. 
 
 
 
 

 
We believe this retreat will help set the tone for 
a positive middle school experience, and 
though it isn’t quite the same as the Wyalusing 
Trip tradition, we hope our students will have 
fun and learn some important things about co-
operation and the power of building positive 
relationships. They might even make a new 
friend or two. 
 

Community Support 
 
John Verdon with Friends of Pool 9 was instru-
mental in helping to plan, coordinate, and seek 
funding from FoP9 for the trip. We are thankful 
for his time and help. 
 
The sixth grade retreat is made possible 
through generous support of Friends of Pool 9. 
We are grateful for their donation of funds to 
rent the canoes. 
 

 
 

Please look for photos of the retreat in future 
newsletters and on the district website as we 
are sure to create great memories on this  
special day. 
 

 

 
6th Grade Retreat at Blackhawk Park 



DMS Addresses Bullying, Intimidation 
and Harassment 

                     By:  Robin Hosemann 
 
We believe every student has the right to an education in 
an environment that is physically and emotionally safe. 
 
DMS teachers have placed a top priority on this issue 
and will be monitoring student interactions every day. In 
addition, teachers have designed awareness programs 
and integrated bullying prevention into the curriculum.  
 
Teachers need the support of students and families to 
help eliminate bullying from the school environment.  
Despite efforts to prevent and raise awareness of these 
issues, we realize that it will take everyone working to-
gether as a community to change habits, language and 
culture. 
 
We have designed relationship-building activities and 
bullying awareness lessons that are integrated into the 
reading, language arts and social studies curriculums 
throughout the year, as we recognize that these issues 
should be addressed regularly in order to have a true 
impact. 
 
Please report and inform any teacher of incidents and 
concerns about the school environment and climate, and 
your concerns will be taken seriously and handled with 
sensitivity. 
 
Together we can make our middle school the best place 
for our young people to have a fantastic educational  
experience!  
 
 

 
 

 
______________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommended Reading 
 

 
 

Dear Bully: 70 Authors Tell Their Stories 
Edited by Megan Kelley Hall & Carrie Jones 

  
This collection of honest and moving letters from many beloved 
writers like R.L. Stine, Alyson Noel, and Mo Willems illuminates 
the experiences of bullying victims, bystanders and bullies 
themselves, giving voice to an issue that impacts lives far be-
yond the school years. 

___________________ 
 

          
 

e-Readers to Debut 
in the Middle School 

 
DMS students and their families will soon have the opportunity 
to experience e-Readers in the independent reading program.  
 
Traditional print books are still the norm, but we would like our 
students to experience digital literacy with Kindles and nooks 
from Amazon and Barnes & Noble.  
 
The most important benefits of the e-Readers include the  
ability to obtain new titles quickly, the option to adjust text font 
sizes, and the streamlined storage and organization of the  
collections. 
 
If you would like to help us purchase additional e-Readers and 
books for them, please send donations to the district office, and 
indicate “e-Reader Initiative” for your donation. We can also 
make great use of Amazon or Barnes and Noble gift cards in 
any amounts to help the program. 
 
If you would like to experience an e-Reader device or make 
comparisons between the different brands, please contact 
Robin Hosemann for more information at 
rhos@desoto.k12.wi.us or 648-0146. 
 
We are excited to keep De Soto students in touch with the best 
new technologies! 



Zeb Mading practicing with his trumpet in a band 
practice room.      

Choir practice front L-R:  Morgan Olson, Hannah Loomis, 
Sophie Peterson, Allison Pedretti; Back row L-R: Elizabeth 
Boardman, Jasmine Tully, MacKenzie Knutson, Katherine 
Oppriecht, Joe Obert, Noah Boldon, Kyle Benson, Nate  
Gilman. 

Taylor Buckles and Sophie Peterson enter the stage 
through the new wall built as part of the 2011 reno-
vation project at the high school. 

Kurtis Woodhouse practices on drums in the 
upgraded high school band room. 

Parents! Families!  The WKCE is Coming to a Student Near You! 
 
Students in grades 3, 5, 6, and 7 take tests in Reading and Mathematics. Students in grades 4, 8, and 10 take tests 
in Reading, Mathematics, Science, Language Arts, Writing, and Social Studies. WKCE is administered to all the 
students enrolled in Wisconsin public schools during the fall of each school year.  The purpose of the WKCE is 
to provide information about student progress for parents and teachers. 
 
One item of interest to many of you may be that your student’s WKCE scores will be one factor in determining 
eligibility for Transcripted Courses for college credit in the very near future.  The WKCE week is an impor-
tant time for our children; with your help and encouragement, they will do their best to take these tests very 
seriously, and show how much they have progressed.   
 
While students will be provided a free hot breakfast on test days, we are requesting and encouraging parent vol-
unteers to participate by providing healthy snacks for our test takers.  Please contact the guidance office or prin-
cipal if you would like to help out.  The WKCE testing schedule for this year’s 10th graders begins Monday,  
November 7 with Math; it continues on Tuesday, November 8 with Social Studies; Reading is on Wednesday,  
November 9, and Science is on Thursday, November 10.  The high school tests take place in the morning. 
Thanks for supporting our students.  



Front: Kurtis Woodhouse,  Dylan McCann Back: Leah 
Hagen, Morgan Kumlin, Megan Fredrickson, Lydia 
Poulin.  Students had a great time on the field trip to 
American Players Theatre in Spring Green. 

Left Table: Emily Lagerman, Shelbie Buckles, Taylor  
Buckles, Sam Poulin, Tanner Johnson, Savannah Hermeier 
Right Table:  Allie Young, Nicole Bailey, Jenna Boardman, 
Maggie Nickelotti.  Students are preparing food in the new 
Food Science Lab at the high school 

Left:  Shelbie Buckles, Taylor Boardman, Tanner  
Johnson and, Savannah Hermeier prepare watermelon 
to be served in the school lunch program. 

Several members of the Junior & Senior classes  
enjoyed an afternoon of professional theatre this 
past September.  Sponsored by the High School 
English department, students enjoyed a lively pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew 
at the American Players Theatre . 



New Promise Award 
 
The federal “No Child Left Behind” Act requires 
all states to annually identify and recognize high 
performing schools. These prestigious awards 
recognize schools for their consistent achieve-
ment in closing the achievement gap. All schools 
must also qualify for these awards based on spe-
cific demographic and academic criteria. Wis-
consin meets this federal requirement through the  
Wisconsin New Promise Schools of Recognition 
Awards Program. 
 
The De Soto Area School District is pleased to 
announce that Prairie View Elementary has re-
ceived this award for the 2010-2011 academic 
year.  Prairie View has been working on improv-
ing student achievement through concerted and 
collaborative efforts focusing on reading, writing 
and math. We have expanded our approach to 
instruction, increased our curriculum require-
ments across grade levels and reorganized our 
early learning opportunities in PK and Kinder-
garten. The district has also continued to invest 
in our Resource/Title program to the benefit of 
all students. The award will be presented in  
October and the district will receive $5,000.00 
from the Department of Public Instruction. This 
money will be invested in both elementary 
schools as testament to our commitment to en-
sure a quality education for every child. 

     
   By:  Rhonda Kiedinger

  
 

Spanish Department 
 

Hi, my name is Heather Stein and I am the new 
Spanish teacher for the De Soto School District.  
I am originally from the Milwaukee area and 
recently graduated from the University of Wis-
consin Eau Claire with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in K-12 Spanish education and 6-12 Sociology 
education.  I am very excited to become a part of 
the De Soto Middle/High School teaching staff 
and look forward to teaching Spanish this year at 
De Soto. 
  
Throughout the year I hope to implement a vari-
ety of teaching activities that will help the stu-
dents at De Soto Middle/High School acquire 
increased Spanish language skills.  To help the 
students obtain a higher level of Spanish lan-
guage, I want to develop a program that  
incorporates a variety of communication activi-
ties.  These activities would include speaking 
and writing as well as activities that help the stu-
dents gain insight into the vast array of Spanish 
speaking cultures.  Communication activities 
will enable the students the opportunity to prac-
tice their own language skills and gain insight 
into becoming more effective Spanish speakers.  
My wish is for the students to take what they 
have learned within the classroom and use it out-
side within the global community effectively. 
      
        By: Heather Stein 
 
 
 
 

Pat Busteed posed at Prairie View Elementary in front 
of the newly installed chiller for air conditioning. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DE SOTO DRAMA DEPARTMENT 
PRESENTS 
 

Return to a simpler time with BYE BYE BIRDIE, 
the ultimate feel good musical, when it lands on 
the De Soto High School stage.  Winner of four 
1961 Tony® Awards, including Best  Musical, 
BYE BYE BIRDIE begins with a dinner theater               
performance Friday, November 11th, with a Sun-
day Nov. 13th matinee. 

BYE BYE BIRDIE is a story primarily about teen-
agers, and we are excited to present our cast that’s 
packed full with some of the most talented local 
students.  
 
BYE BYE BIRDIE is sure to be a smash hit on the 
De Soto stage with Joe Obert as Conrad Birdie, a 
rock 'n' roll superstar, who, to the dismay of his 
adoring fans, is about to be drafted into the army. 
Featuring a book by Michael Stewart, music by 
Charles Strouse, and lyrics by Lee Adams, comic 
complications ensue when, as part of one last pub-
licity stunt, Birdie promises to give a good-bye 
kiss to one lucky girl from Sweet Apple, Ohio.  
Join us for our presentation of upbeat musical 
numbers and a story of love and lust. 
Advance tickets will be available in October 
from cast members and the music office. 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 
The music department wishes to express their 
gratitude for such a beautiful new room.  Students  
pride in the new music room is evident in the hard 
work that they’re putting in.  “We sound better  

 

 
than ever,” says Kyle Benson.  “The new room is 
just what we needed.”  Added storage space and 
new band lockers keep our students organized and 
provide room for the guitar students to store their 
guitars.  Improved practice room space, a new 
computer lab space, and a classroom on the stage 
give our department the resources and flexibility 
that it needs to help our students improve and 
make more great music.  We hope you will be en-
tertained this year. 
 
Be sure to check out our joint band and choir Win-
ter Concert December 12th at 7pm. 
 

DE SOTO BAND 
 
De Soto Band members wish to congratulate Mr. 
Lowell Monroe on all of his years of service to our 
school.  We hope that he is enjoying his retirement 
and making beautiful music. 
 
This year the De Soto band is turning a new leaf 
and pumping out some new jams for the enjoy-
ment of our listeners.   We plan on marching in the 
Retreat’s World Fair yet this fall, and will make 
several appearances at home games this year.  “We 
have some very talented younger students joining 
us this year,” says John Swartwout.  “We’re ready 
to rock the house,” exclaims Daisy Garibaldi.   
Please come out and support our hard working stu-
dents. 
 

DE SOTO CHOIR 
 
Talented singers keep popping out of the wood-
work here at De Soto!  Our choirs keep getting 
bigger and bigger.  We are excited to be on the 
stage this year with some fresh new voices that 
will complement our buildings new looks wonder-
fully.  We look forward to our Winter Concert and 
to getting out and doing some caroling at local 
nursing homes this winter as well.  Thanks for 
your continued support of our program.   
    By:  Craig Pierce 

 



Library Media News 
 
Bang! Clang! Scrape! Aachoo!!  The noise, 
clutter, congestion, and dust of our remodeling 
project at De Soto Middle and High School has 
cleared from most rooms and hallways. Mon-
serud Memorial Library Media Center has 
been dusted and arranged, the unused materials 
discarded, and new items ready for circulation.  
Students are reacquainting themselves with the 
materials and resources. 

 
The district’s online resources include Badger-
Link, Britannica Encyclopedia, World Book 
Online, Facts on File Science Online, and 
World Geography and Culture Online.  They, 
along with other reference materials, are of-
fered on the De Soto School District Home 
page (www.desoto.k12.wi.us) and can be ac-
cessed by choosing the Middle/High School, 
and then Library resources. 

 
Britannica Encyclopedia and BadgerLink are 
free resources provided to all public libraries 
and schools by the Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction.  Passwords are not required 
for these resources.  Britannica Encyclopedia is 
offered at two levels and provides encyclope-
dic articles as well as a dictionary, current 
news, etc.  BadgerLink is a source that links to 
magazine and newspaper articles, Auto Repair 
reference Center, Consumer Health, History 
Reference, Songbook Database, Government 
sites, Wisconsin Heritage Online and others. 
 
WorldBook Online offers access to the ency-
clopedia at three levels, a dictionary, atlas, vid-
eos,  Today’s news, World Book Discover, 
Digital libraries, an encyclopedia in Spanish, 
quizzes, activities, and more.  Facts on File 
Science offers articles, photos, videos, and an 
abundance of  material relating to and about 
science fields, people, inventions, etc.  World 
Geography and Culture Online provides infor-
mation for countries around the world, maps, 
current news events, currency exchange, and a 
wealth of other information. 

We also have 2 sites for reading eBooks.  One 
shelf contains books purchased by De Soto 
Schools and the other one is part of our district 
services purchased from the Area Education 
Agency of  Eldader, Iowa (commonly known 
as Keystone). Both are associated with Follett 
Education Services. 

 
These last resources do require a username and 
password; students will be given the informa-
tion on how to access at school and home.  If 
any community member wishes to search the 
sites from home, contact Mrs. Kreuzer at 648-
3311, ext. 129 for the access information.  We 
hope you will choose to  explore, experiment 
discover, and take advantage of the resources; 
we encourage your interest and challenge you 
to sightsee throughout the De Soto School 
home pages. (www.desoto.k12.wi.us). 
 
Note—Coming Soon:  Book Fair at the Mid-
dle/High School and Stoddard Elementary in 
November. 
More information elsewhere in newsletter. 
 
        By:  Kris Kreuzer, LMC Director 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit De Soto Middle/High School 
Prairie View Elementary 

Stoddard Elementary 
for Open House during Parent/

Teacher Conferences 
November 17  4:00-8:00 p.m. 

November 18  8:00 a.m-12 Noon 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Stoddard Fifth Grader Featured in 
DNR Publication 

 

 
Last spring when ten year old Jake Sikora sat down 
to write a story about his turkey hunting adven-
tures, he could hardly have imagined what lay 
ahead. His story, entitled Jake’s Journal, is featured 
in the August Wisconsin Natural Resources Maga-
zine.  
 
It all started when Jake, who was a fourth grader 
last year, approached Mr. Peterson in the hallway 
at school, excited to share his hunting experience 
from the Spring Youth Turkey Season.  Mr. Peter-
son encouraged Jake to write about his adventure, 
so he sat down and began to chronicle a five day 
journal about scouting and hunting wild turkeys 
with his dad, Gregg. 
 
Much to his surprise, as the story unfolded, Jake 
realized that he had written six pages of text.  “I  
surprised myself and my mom and dad,” says Jake 
about the length and depth of his story.  “I had 
never written anything that long before.” 
 
 
 
 

When Jake brought the story to Mr. Peterson, he 
was impressed and felt that it could potentially be 
submitted for publishing consideration by some 
outdoor magazines, so the two of them sat down to 
complete the editing and rewriting phases of the 
writing process.  Mr. Peterson says that what he 
saw in the story was a hunting experience as told 
through the eyes of a youngster. “The focus of 
Jake’s story is on the total outdoor experience, the 
excitement, the sights and sounds, the anticipation, 
and the relationship between a father and son.”   
 
From here, the story was submitted to about a 
dozen sources for their consideration.  It was first 
published online at boblamboutdoors.com. Jerry 
Davis of the Wisconsin State Journal read the story 
and wrote a subsequent article about Jake’s Journal 
which was also published on line.  Mr. Koelker was 
also impressed, and incorporated the story into his 
Grouse Hollow column which appears in the 
Vernon County Broadcaster. 
 
Shortly before the end of the school year, Mr. Pe-
terson received an e-mail from Natasha Kassulke, 
who is the Creative Products Manager with the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources maga-
zine.  Ms. Kassulke said that she loved the story 
and wanted to publish it in the DNR’s August is-
sue.   
 
So, if you want to read a great turkey hunting story 
written by a student from the De Soto School Dis-
trict, pick up a copy of the Wisconsin Natural Re-
sources magazine and read Jake’s Journal by 
Stoddard fifth grader Jake Sikora. Congratulations 
Jake! 
      
 By:  Russ Peterson 
 



 
Warming Hearts 

 
During the 2010-2011 school year, students in  
English 10 participated in a community learning  
project. This task, affectionately named Project 
Blankie, included raising funds to make fleece tie  
blankets for children who would be spending time in 
any of our area hospitals. Students did a phenomenal 
job planning and executing Project Blankie. A special 
thank you is also due to all the parents who baked and/
or donated goodies! 
 
In January of 2011, the students proudly delivered over 
30 blankets to be distributed to patients of Vernon  
Memorial, Gundersen Lutheran, and Franciscan 
Skemp Hospitals. They discovered the physical and 
symbolic value of a simple blanket and selfless giving. 
The 9 Center Staff at Franciscan Skemp wrote: “The 
blankets you were able to make will bring patients and 
their family warmth, comfort, and happiness.” As a 
part of this project students also wrote poems and short  
stories to accompany their blankets. Cheri Hill from 
the Center of Cancer and Blood Disorders wrote: 
“Your blankets and stories are spreading smiles. The 
quality of these blankets really shows the love behind 
them.” 
 
Additionally, students were able to use this personal 
experience as the subject of an informational essay 
they wrote for their fall semester assessment. Students’  
writings correlated the process, from planning to  
delivery, with their personal responses. Several  
students found that beyond the special act of giving, 
the experience allowed them to develop new and 
stronger bonds with their classmates as well.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Access course blogs for Ms. Eulberg’s classes  
through the staff web pages to stay up to date on class 

events! 
http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/leulberg/index.htm 

Working on Blankets:  L-R: Jesse Dwyer and 
Leah Hagen 

Working together on the Blankie project are 
L-R:  Derek Sheehan and Bryant Copper 

L-R:  Ashley Boardman and Nicole Strasser are 
working to complete a blanket. 





New Law for Medications 

Wisconsin laws have changed over the past year.  We are no longer allowed to provide any medica-
tions for our students.  This means we cannot offer Tylenol, Ibuprofen or antibiotic cream etc… to our 
students for any reason.  We still had you sign yes or no on the registration forms in hopes that the 
Wisconsin nurses  are able to get this over turned, however at this time we need to follow the law.  If 
this changes you will be advised in writing before any student receives medication at school. 
 
If your student needs medication while at school, you will need to provide the medication and fill out 
a medication form with the school secretary.  Doses given to students need to follow the recommenda-
tions on the label or as prescribed by your doctor.  No medication will be given if it is not in the  
original package so we can clearly identify the correct information. 
 
Any questions please contact Kerri Busteed @ kbusteed@desoto.k12.wi.us or 608-648-0134. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
  
 October 10  School Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 October 17-21  National School Bus Safety Week 
 October 24  Annual Meeting and Budget Hearing 7:00 p.m. 
    Regular School Board Meeting to follow Annual Mtg. 
 October 28  No School 
 
 November 4  End of 1st Quarter 
 November 14  School Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 November 17  Parent/Teacher Conferences 4 – 8 p.m. 
 November 18  No School  P/T Conferences 8 a.m. – 12 Noon 
 November 13-19 American Education Week 
 November 11  “Bye Bye Birdie”performance by De Soto Drama  
    Department  -  De Soto High Gymnasium 7:00 p.m. 
 November 13  “Bye Bye Birdie” Matinee performance 2:00 p.m. 
 November 24-25 Thanksgiving Vacation 
 November 28  School Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 
Information for Parents and Students 

 
Lunch menus are on the De Soto School website at: www.desoto.k12.wi.us 

The School District is accepting  
donations  for the Music Depart-
ment’s new Baldwin Baby Grand  
Piano.  Contact Mr. Pierce or the 
District Office to contribute. 

The School District is accepting  
donations to help pay for equip-
ment in the new Weight Room at 
the Middle/High School.   Over 
$7,000 has been committed  
already!  Contact the District  
Office to contribute. 



Scholastic Book Fair 

Coming Soon 
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to both Stoddard Elementary School Library and the De Soto Middle/High School  
Library during the month of November. 
 
The Fair will be open from November 11 through November 21st  during the school hours and for Parent Teacher  
Conferences on Thursday and Friday,  November 17th and 18th.   

 
You will also have the opportunity to shop online  from November 7th to the 24th at  

www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs. 
 
All items ordered from the online fair will be delivered free to the school; however, Wisconsin sales tax will be charged. 

Reading is out of this world! 

 
PARENTS/STUDENTS:  Look for WKCE testing information in this newsletter! 
 
 
NOTICE TO ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  The next newsletter will not be sent 
to all boxholders.  It will be sent home with students and copies will be put in the banks and post 
offices in the District as well Pedretti’s in Genoa, Pronto in De Soto, at the Red Mound Store and 
Stoddard Kwik Trip.  It will also be on the district website at www.desoto.k12.wi.us.  Please con-
tact us at 648-0102 if you want to receive a copy of the Newsletter. 
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