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What a difference a year makes! Last year at this time we came off the coldest spell on record and the build-

ing construction was halted for a few weeks. This year our basketball teams and wrestlers in middle and high 

school are competing in our new facility and our students are learning in our Library Media Center every 

day!  

We have so many great learning activities going on and even greater things on the horizon. Some students 

are taking on-line courses in a virtual learning environment and all students are using the great technology we 

have in our schools in the form of computers, laptops, i-pads and other digital devices. As you look through 

this newsletter note the great activities our students and staff engage in with our students. We are proud of 

our De Soto students and we now have much improved facilities to be proud of as well.   

    

DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT: 

Dedicated to Learning and Growth; 

Striving for Excellence 

De Soto Teacher of the Year Awards were presented in January at the Stoddard American Legion. De Soto teachers, 

administrators, staff and school board representatives gathered for the recognition program sponsored by Stoddard 

American Legion and De Soto VFW. Area Police and Fire Fighter Awards were also presented at the ceremony. 
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     De Soto has great teachers and staff! In January De Soto Area School District 

Teachers were recognized by local organizations for their excellence in educa-

tion. Stoddard American Legion and De Soto VFW recognized outstanding 

teachers who were nominated by their building principals. Too much can never 

be said about the tremendously positive influence these teachers have had on so 

many students. I want to give a personal word of congratulations and thanks to 

these teachers for their impact on our students. 

 

     Earlier this school year I mentioned that we are engaged in a discussion of our 

Core Values and Beliefs and are setting the course for how we will operate mov-

ing to the future —The De Soto Way. We are moving forward and developing 

our 5 year and 10 year plans for key areas in the operation of the school. This 

plan called Vision 2020/2025 will set the course for the future of De Soto Area School District.  

     In an effort to keep the community informed of the  direction of the school district, we are making this 

Spring Newsletter available to all residents in the De Soto School District who request it and sending it home 

with all students.  I welcome your input as we plan for the future and continue to prepare our students for their 

future. You can find our newsletter and much more district information at http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/. 

James Kuchta 

District Administrator 

Teacher of the Year 

Award Recipients 

Left: Ms. Hysel with 
Stoddard American Le-

gion Rep. John Ross and 

Stoddard Elementary 

Principal, Mr. Chapes 

 

Right: Ms. Stenslien 

with Charlie Groves of 

De Soto VFW and Prai-
rie View Elementary 

Principal, Mr. Olson 

 

 

 

Left: Mr. Crandall with 

Charlie Groves of De 

Soto VFW and Mr. 

Kuchta, Superintendent 

(Standing in for middle/
high school Principal, 

Ms. Gronning) 

 

Right: Mr. Von Glahn, 

with Mr. Kuchta, Super-
intendent, (Standing in 

for middle/high school 
Principal, Ms. Gronning) 

and Charlie Groves of 

De Soto VFW 

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/
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District Assessment Coordinator Updates  

We will be conducting several state wide assessments over the next few months to 
assess student progress and achievement.  This testing is very important to all of us:  
students, parents, teachers, administrators, school board members and community 
members at large.  The results provide information that is used by state officials to 
judge how well our school system performs as well as how students are mastering 
the Wisconsin College and Career Ready Standards. 
 

Please encourage your child to do his/her very best.  It is recommended that stu-
dents get plenty of sleep and eat healthy during their assigned testing days.  It is 
important that absences be kept to an absolute minimum during testing.  We are 
required to test all students and must schedule make-ups for those absent.  We 
have a very brief window of opportunity for make-up testing.  If a student does not 
test we receive a “0” score for that individual—they are still counted in our averag-
es and this would deter from the academic achievements our students are capable 
of obtaining. 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  In the past, parents have been very 
supportive and it is deeply appreciated by those of us who work with your child.  As 
specific testing dates are set for each grade level, parents will be notified.  If you 
have any questions please feel free to contact me. 
 

Thank you, 
Caron Malin 
District Assessment Coordinator 
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Badger Exam 
A Wisconsin Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Who takes the exam: All 3rd-8th grade students 
When: The Badger Exam will be given online in each  
school  during  the  testing  window  of  
March 30-May 22. 
What does the test measure: The assessment will 
gauge how well students are mastering the           
Wisconsin College and Career Ready Standards in 
English language arts (ELA) and mathematics. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
ACT Aspire 
ACT Aspire™ Early High School 
Who takes the exam: All 9th and 10th grade         
students.  The 9th graders already took this           
assessment in the Fall and they will take it again this 
Spring to measure their academic growth. 
When: The online assessment will be given during 
the testing window of April 27-May 22. 
What does the test measure: ACT Aspire assesses 
student readiness in English, math, reading, science, 
and writing. ACT Aspire is an online assessment in 
Wisconsin. 
 
 

ACT 
Who takes the exam: All 11th grade students 
When: March 3 with test make-up date March 17  
What does the test measure: The ACT® Plus Writing 
- The ACT Plus Writing consists of four multiple-
choice tests: English, Mathematics, Reading, and   
Science; and a 30-minute essay test that measures 
writing skills. ACT Plus Writing will be a paper and 
pencil test in Wisconsin for the 2015 administration. 
 
 

Work Keys 
Who takes the exam: All 11th grade students 
When: March 4 with the test make-up date of March 
18 
What does the test measure: ACT® WorkKeys® - ACT 
WorkKeys is an applied skills assessment system that 
helps students compare their skills to the skills real 
jobs require.  Wisconsin students will take three 
WorkKeys assessments: Locating Information,   
Reading for Information, and Applied Mathematics. 
ACT WorkKeys will be a paper and pencil test in   
Wisconsin for the 2015 administration. 

 District Assessment Coordinator Updates  
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A Note from the Elementary Music Department... 

 

The first semester has been a very busy one for the students in elementary music.   

 

The Fifth Grade Band is off and running!  The students are currently working on 

playing in tune with a balanced sound.  As we develop our ears to hear those slight discrepancies, we are 

learning how to adjust our instruments so we all play to the same pitch.  We will be starting some more 

challenging music in January, which means more practice time will be needed at home.  Anything you can 

do to help motivate your students at home will be greatly appreciated.  Some of you may have heard some 

of our students play at the winter program.  It is amazing how far they have come in such a short time.  I am 

looking forward to seeing what they will achieve by the end of school in May! 

 

The Fourth Graders have finished their recorder unit.  This has been an eye-opening experience for them.  

They are finally realizing how our rhythms, beats, and melodies we have learned in previous years come 

together in their hands to make music.  An added bonus is that this unit will prepare them for making the 

transition to Fifth Grade Band next year.  If anybody is still interested in purchasing their own recorder, it’s 

not too late.  Contact Mrs. Graff for details. 

 

On November 11, 2014, we remembered our veterans with a program just for them in our gym.  There were 

many soloists and songs, and the gym was filled with music of appreciation and thanks for giving of your     

service and sacrifices.  It was truly a special assembly. 

 

The younger grades (K-1-2) were featured in the annual Winter Program on December 11th.  This was the 

only time our program has ever been rescheduled within the last 24 years.  It was a delightful evening.  The 

students performed well and should be commended for all their hard work!  Memorizing multiple songs and 

speaking parts and working with props can be difficult but they all handled it well with true professionalism 

– just like they have been doing it forever!  Great job everyone! 

 

The older students (Stoddard 3-4-5) went caroling to senior apartments in Stoddard.  Their singing brought 

many smiles to the faces of the residents.  They even sang along with us!  It was a rewarding afternoon for 

all! 

 

With our second semester starting, it will be exciting to see and hear what the students accomplish next!  

Here’s to the future of great music making with our elementary students! 

 

Stoddard Elementary 

Thursday April 23, 2015 

5:30—7:00pm 

Our students have been working all year on improving their writing skills and will be proud to 

show off their accomplishments! 

Save the Date! 
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  With Mrs. Plaza’s Kindergarten Class 

     Prairie View Elementary 

 

Thursday, November 13th was the 50th Day of Kindergarten. 

To add to the fun, students were encouraged to dress up in poodle skirts, leather jackets, 

rolled jeans and scarves. We began by learning all about life in the 1950’s; what people wore, 

watching small black and white tvs, playing with Lincoln logs and hula hoops, chalkboards 

at school, and playing music on record players and juke boxes. It was difficult for us to      

imagine how life was back then! We read a book about a sock hop and enjoyed our very own 

sock hop complete with 50’s music and a jukebox! (Our favorite song was Barbara Ann by 

the Beach Boys!) 

In addition to learning about the 1950’s, we also had activities centered around the number 

50. To end our fabulous day, we learned the process of making a rootbeer float and each    

student enjoyed their delicious treat!   

 

 

 

50’s Fun! 

Back row: Bryce Hughes, Ava Kozelka, Jaycee Sandry, Haley Jones, Sylvia 

Krueger, Lena Isbell, Jaden Bankes, Tyson Young 

Front Row: Taylor DuCharme, Holly Adams, Madden Fox, Josie Hanson, 

Macie Pavek, Alexis Patton 



7 

Elementary News from the Guidance Department   

Greetings from your School Counselor-Stephanie Colsch 

Second semester is off to a great start and I am excited to be part of all the great things 

happening in our schools. I began working as a school counselor intern first semester. On average 

I spent three to four days a week at the elementary buildings and one to two days at the middle/

high school. In January, I was hired as a long term substitute guidance counselor to serve PreK-12 

for the De Soto Area School District for the remainder of the year. I am excited to continue in my 

guidance roll and truly feel honored to provide a helping hand to students in the areas of academic, 

personal and career success.  

I graduated from Winona State University in December 2014 with a Master’s degree in 

community and school counseling. I was born and raised in New Albin IA and have appreciated 

all of the opportunities of a small town atmosphere.  I enjoy spending time boating on the        

Mississippi, watching movies, playing with my dog and spending time with family and friends. I 

embrace a strong passion for helping people and strive to support the needs of all students and 

families. 

If there is anything I can to do assist your student throughout the school year please do not hesitate 

to contact me at scolsch@desoto.k12.is.us or by phone: Stoddard (608) 457-2101 Ext. 605 &  

Prairie View: (608) 648-2227 Ext. 512. I am available Mondays at Prairie View Elementary and 

Tuesdays at Stoddard Elementary.  

Guidance Lessons 

I hope everyone had a wonderful first semester and is looking forward to the warmer 

weather as we approach spring. There is exciting news to share at Stoddard and Prairie View    

Elementary as students complete bi-weekly guidance lessons. The lesson curriculum taught in 

classrooms, by the school counselor, aligns with the American School Counseling Association 

Model in providing students with a helping hand in the areas of academic, personal and career 

success. During the first semester of school, students reported they enjoyed the guidance lessons, 

as they were actively involved in learning new skills. Students have completed guidance lessons 

on building self-esteem, personal safety, friendship skills, internet safety, coping skills, bullying, 

respect and peer relations.  

 In addition to providing guidance lessons to students I am available to facilitate support 

groups, meet one-on-one, consult with parents and staff to best meet the needs of students, refer 

family members to community/county resources, assist in deescalating school crisis and conflicts, 

provide a safe environment that respects and values differences, and advocate for all students and 

families. 

Upcoming Important Dates for Elementary Students  

March 30-May 22—Badger Exam (Smarter Balanced) ELA and Mathematics Grades 3-8 Assessment  

March 31—End of 3rd quarter 

mailto:scolsch@desoto.k12.is.us
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Team Time at Stoddard Elementary 

Once a month our students take a break from the regular school day for 30 minutes and gather in their “teams.”  

A team consists of about 10 students ranging from preschool age to fifth grade with one teacher or staff mem-

ber.  The teams came up with their team names at the beginning of the year.  The team names are:  Super 

Tough Ruffs, Winning Packers, The Stoddard Zebras, Rocking Music Dogs, Pizza Slices, Jaekel’s Jumping 

Jelly Fish, Monkeys, The Egg, Green Tomatoes, The Walking Hot Dogs, Team Awesome, The Awesome 

Smart Pirates, The Space Chickens, and The Wolves.  By having groups of multi-age students we hope to 

build strong teamwork skills and a feeling of community.  Some of the activities that have been done during 

Team Time are making Christmas ornaments, Valentine’s crafts and cards, creating hats on National Hat Day, 

and making cards for a local child suffering from Noonan’s syndrome.  During the month of February, the 

Stoddard Zebra’s watched a kindness video that can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=nwAYpLVyeFU.  The students talked about kind things that others have done for them and how it made them 

feel.  Then we created hands with each student’s name in the middle surrounded by kind words that everyone 

helped to write.  We called these “kind pats on the back”.  I also challenged them to do one nice thing for 

someone each day.    Submitted by:  Lisa Robbins – Title I Teacher  

Mrs. Robbins’ group – The Stoddard Zebras: Wills Da-

vis(K), Kylee Venner(K), Gage Hellerud(3rd), Madalen 

Jacobson(5th), Stormy Hill(2nd), Alexa Francisco(PK), 

Anastasia Zink(2nd), Lillian Gamer(4th), and Talen 

McCullick(1st).  
 

Mrs. Townsend’s group – The Wolves:  Adam Venner

(K), Payton Hunter(3rd), Mason Zink(3rd), Aiden Brosin-

ski(5th), Minna Crusan(K), Anesah Ellis(4th), Camille 

Copper(PK), Hope Hellerud(2nd), Olivia Layne(1st). 

Ms. Sedlmayr’s group – The Egg: Bryan Montes-

Johnson(3rd), Josh Boardman(5th), Maverick DuCharme

(3rd), Ashlyne Byrne, Emma Overby(5th), Abigail Hatch

(1st), Reed Vogel(PK), Gage Rademaker(K).  

Mr. Ihrcke’s group – Winning Packers: Ben Gray(4th), 

Kylie Olson(1st), Haevyn Kuhnke(5th), Tristan McCul-

lick(1st), Cole Wehling(3rd), Quinn Dunaway(K), Oscar 

Zink(K), Sawyer Gabrielson(PK), Skylin Harville(3rd).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU
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More Stoddard Elementary Team Time Photos 

 

 

Jayden Johnson(2nd), Chandler Sweeney(2nd), Chrysta Miller

(3rd), Rob Hunter(5th), Dalton Davis(4th),  Allison Abbott(PK), 

Kaimayah Du Charme(2nd), Ivan Boldon(K), Johnny Saegrove

(K), Miley Kopydlowski(1st) 

Mrs. Zink’s group – Team Awesome: Drew Obert(2nd), Trevor 

Berra(1st), Kaden Knutson(2nd), Chelsea Gronning(3rd), 

McKenzie Moser(5th), Finley Hanson(PK), Sadie Eckert(K), 

Cole Walz(3rd), Bryce Grelle(4th). 

Ms. Aakre’s group – The Awesome Pirates: Austin        

DeFlorian(1st), Addisyn Trussoni(3rd), McKenna Obert(5th), 

Keigan Boldon(3rd), Zoey Lenser(2nd), River Kirven(2nd), 

Brody Olson(PK), Jose Johnson(K).  

Ms. Larson’s group – Walking Hot Dogs: Gabe Walz(5th), 

Mckenna Gilman(K), Elena Lechnir(2nd), Logan Brudos

(1st), Nevaeh Johnson(PK), Alexander M.-Arneson(1st), 

Hesed Wa Kiluba(3rd), Dakota Lenser(4th), Abigail Eckert

(3rd).  

Mr. Paletta’s group – Space Chickens: Carter Logslett(4th), 

Evan Pedretti(3rd), Ely Wa Kiluba(5th), Amanda Moser(3rd), 

Lillian Zink(2nd), Mallorie Berra(2nd), Josh Hass(1st), Brynn 

Venner(PK), Harley Puent(K). 

Mrs. Gray’s group – The Monkeys: Landyn Sanders(2nd), 

Finn Wrobel(1st), Auden Slaght(PK), Micah Mihalovic(K), 

Lucas Garcia(4th), Sophia Obert(3rd), Trinity Vento(5th), 

Michelle Berra(5th), Jed Curti(4th).  
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Youth Basketball Program 

This is the first year of our youth basketball program. Every Saturday 3rd - 6th grade players come in to 

learn fundamental skills such as dribbling, passing, shooting, and defense. The youth program will allow our 

future athletes to use our brand new facilities to learn these fundamentals of basketball, build friendships, 

develop sportsmanship, and have fun playing this wonderful sport. With the help of our high school coaches, 

physical education teachers, volunteer parents, and high school athletes the program has been a huge success 

and seen close to 40 players some weeks. With the new facilities, new equipment, and the hard work of our 

current and future athletes, De Soto basketball looks to have a bright future!  

Back left to right: Mrs. Michelle Tryggestad 

(District GT Coordinator), Ariana Story (Stoddard), 

Jake Sikora (Middle), Tanner Pedretti (Prairie View, 

alternate), Alan Matson (Middle), Mrs. Linda  

Townsend (GT Assistant) 

Front row left to right: Judges Mrs. Kris Kreuzer, 

Mrs. Jacquie Greiner, and Mrs. Eloise Pearson 

De Soto District Wide Spelling Bee Winners Book Fair Under the Sea 
Where: MS/HS Library Media Center 

When: March 2nd – 10th  

Visit the Book Fair during Conferences! 
Something for everyone – humor, fantasy, mystery, 

cookbooks, 

science & of course explore an ocean of new titles! 

Or shop online at 
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/

desotomiddleschool2 

All proceeds help improve our Library Media Center! 

Stop in for door prizes & fun contests! 

Encourage kids to read every day  

so they can lead better lives! 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/desotomiddleschool2
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/desotomiddleschool2


11 

 

IGLOO PROJECT – CHILD SURROUND 

Child Surround has been transformed into the Arctic!  The   

children have been working on an igloo project. We have been 

collecting clean, dry, with the caps on, gallon milk jugs and  

adding them to our igloo. 

So far we have used 334 milk jugs and the igloo design calls for 

400.  We can still use more jugs to finish the last few rows. 

The children have really enjoyed working on this project.    

 

Thank you to all students and staff who have donated milk jugs 

to support this awesome project! 

                   Mrs. Kabat and the Child Surround Children 

5th Grade Ski Trip 

The 5th graders from Prairie View and Stoddard made their way to Mt. La Crosse on Wednesday, February 11th for 

their annual ski trip. The students went through training sessions with the ski school instructors and learned the  

basics of downhill skiing and snowboarding. Once they passed their skills test they were able to ride the chairlift 

and hit the slopes. They had a great time and all came back with no injuries!    



12 

River Bluff Families Against Bullying (FAB) is all about making a positive change. We challenge each and 

every one of you to do something positive every day. Here are a few suggestions to get you started: 

● At lunch, offer a seat to someone who is sitting alone. 

● Turn a negative conversation into a positive one by saying something good about the person being 

talked about. 

● Cheer on your classmates, your teammates, even someone you may not know. Positive encouragement 

boosts a person’s self-esteem and makes him/her feel good about his/her self. 

● If you see someone being bullied- step in, step up. Show the bully there are people that don’t approve of 

what he/she is doing. Be stronger than the bully. 

De Soto Wellness Club Holds “Pounds for Pennies” Charity Drive 

On December 16th, De Soto High School students got tough and buff for a good cause at the first annual 

Pounds for Pennies drive.  “Pounds for Pennies” is a physical activity challenge and charity event in which 

students physically challenge themselves to help others.  This year, twelve students participated by           

volunteering to earn pledges for each pound of weight they could lift or each repetition they could perform 

in the new Strength and Conditioning Center. Choices of exercises included squats, deadlifts, bench presses, 

and push-ups.  

Overall, students raised over $100, all of which went toward the purchase of teddy bears that were donated 

to Gundersen Medical Foundation and the Children’s Miracle Network to brighten the holiday for children 

spending Christmas in the hospital.  Congrats to all of our hard-working students who helped make this    

activity a success and a big “thank you” to the crowd of student supporters who cheered on the participants! 

Pictures below: Claire and Mrs. Fencl at Gundersen Hospital with just a few of the bears that were donated.  

Stoddard Lioness Breakfast with the Easter Bunny! 

Sat. March 21st  8 to Noon - Stoddard Legion - Adults $6.50, 10 & under $3.50 

All you can eat—pancakes, sausage, milk, juice & coffee 



13 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 8 

Perfect Honors: 

Riley Anderson 

Ava Brosinski 

Brigid Rem 

Jake Sikora 

Hannah Skau 

Lila Tully 

Morgan Woodhouse 

Isaiah Zink 

High Honors: 

Miranda Arentz 

Riggin Beck 

Drew Bergum 

Emily Hass 

Hannah Heckler 

Zachary Hermeier 

Livia Hoff 

Wendy Hoff 

Karmyn Jarzemski 

Elaina Klemme 

Jennafer Krzewinski 

Charles Marley 

Leah Meyer 

Taylor Olson 

Max Rodriguez 

Brock Venner 

Honors: 

Katie Bergum 

Jadon Creger 

Taylor Gullickson 

Michaela Hermeier 

Brendon Knutson 

Wyatt Steven 

Chase Voelker 

  

 

GRADE 7   

Perfect Honors: 

Pearl Sikora 

Takoda Spears 

Alexis Story 

James Veglahn 

High Honors: 

Analia Arce-Johnson 

Alexander Boardman 

Jacob Curti 

Matthew Fruth 

Hunter Pedretti 

Kaden Pedretti 

Carter Steger 

Adam Williams 

 Honors: 

Matthew Boardman 

Nathan Busteed 

Trinidy Gurske 

Tymber Huebner 

Michael Kunert 

Tyler Larson 

Paul Nickelotti 

Lydia Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 6 

Perfect Honors: 

High Honors: 

Austin Faulkner 

Lily Greener 

Aidan Grelle 

April Haakenson 

Emma Hobbs 

Kenzy Kreuzer 

Keith Kunert 

Jacob Kurszewski 

Trevor Lemke 

Brooke Lockington 

Alan Matson 

Alec Olson 

Ella Penchi 

Elynn Russell-Miller 

Trevor Sanding 

Alex Scoville 

Andrew Thompson 

Lucas Walz 

Jordan Young 

Honors: 

Ralph Alger 

Zoey Boardman 

Leilani Fisher Wallin 

Paighton Fox 

Ellie Greeno 

Isaac Holliday 

Emilee Koch 

Dalton Kukes 

Henry Lowen 

Levin Mason 

Austin Nickolai 

Natalie Randa 

Issiah Stevens 

2014-2015 De Soto Middle School  

Honor Roll 2nd Quarter 

February 3, 2015 
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2014-2015 De Soto High School  

Honor Roll 2nd Quarter 

February 3, 2015 

 

 

 

GRADE 12 

Perfect Honors: 

Alexandria Chapes 

Alex Stevenson 

Anna Veglahn 

High Honors: 

Joseph Bissen 

Natalie Boardman 

Sadie Brosinski 

Kara Fosdal 

Emily Gerke 

Britani Kabat 

Austyn Kuhnke 

RaeAnn Marcou 

Austin Olson 

Troy Paulsrud 

Sophia Peterson 

David Rodriguez 

Nicholas Wang 

Zachary Wellman 

Honors: 

Samantha Abbott 

Jonathan Andersen 

Brady Bedward 

Nathaniel Obert 

Courtney Sandy 

Damien Snitker 

Isaac Strasser 

Marie Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 11 

Perfect Honors: 

Bailey Gianoli 

Benjamin King 

Jessica King 

Emily Lomprey 

Benjamin Wallin 

Julia Wiltinger 

High Honors: 

Casey Fremstad 

Serena Holliday 

Marissa Kunert 

Vanessa Larson 

Nicholas Malin 

Benjamin Poulin 

Caitlyn Quamme 

Madeline Stilwell 

Cassidy Trussoni 

Honors: 

Lance Buckles 

Monica Crowley 

Coby Gemein 

Jakob Hensley 

Skyler Hunze 

Kassidy Kreuzer 

Trisha Nickelotti 

Maura Rem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 10 

Perfect Honors: 

Victoria Chapes 

Brandon George 

Roxanna Haakenson 

Zachary Kuchta 

Morgan Lemke 

Brianna McKittrick 

Logan Scoville 

Sierra Tully 

Julia Wopat 

High Honors: 

Derek Boardman 

Grace Brosinski 

Drew Foley 

Darin George 

Morgaine Gottbeheat 

Xenia Ibarra 

Lila Kozelka 

Katelyn Krause 

Grace Mitchell 

Henry Ortiz 

Kameron Perry 

Benjamin Rice 

Alexa Soller 

Julia Stalsberg 

Rachel Veglahn 

Lauren Voelker 

Honors: 

Austin Anderson 

Conner Clements 

Cassidy Gillespie 

Patrick Gillespie 

Ryan Lagerman 

Sam Marley 

Brandon Parr 

Emily Scoville 

Kendra Thiede-Hundt 

Rachel Wellman 

Samuel Werner 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 9 

Perfect Honors: 

Lane Buchner 

Dylan Chapes 

Sarah Knutson 

Johanna Kunert 

High Honors: 

Grant Chapes 

Susanna Dammon 

Joel Greener 

Sebastian Hatch 

Ethan Heckler 

Evan Overby 

Honors: 

Isabella Audetat 

Cheyanne Boardman 

Katelyn Creger 

McKenna Daentl 

Jordan Gilman 

Fletcher Helgeson 

Alex Hobbs 

Sierra Martinson 

Jenna Trussoni 
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                 Got a GREAT photo? 

Get it in the yearbook with ReplayIt!  Download the app 

or go to ReplayIt.com and enter ‘De Soto High School’ to 

upload your photos for our school’s 2014-15 yearbook. 

         High School Forensics 
 

The Forensics season started January 

31st with a scrimmage at Holmen High 

School. Each group or participant     

performed in front of judges three 

times. All of the participants performed 

very well, and Alex Chapes was award-

ed second place at the scrimmage for     

obtaining outstanding scores. The          

following students also participated: 

Brady Bedward, Denver Payton, Coby 

Gemein, Jakob Hensley, Jim Pavowski, 

Ben Poulin, Ben Wallin, Sam Marley, 

Gary Zellmer, Sean Ziegler, Grant 

Chapes, Ethan Heckler, and Sierra   

Martinson. Our season will continue 

February 16th, with sub-districts at 

Westby High School. Those who receive at least two scores of 16 or higher will go to the district competition 

held at UW-La Crosse on March 14th. From there, those who receive at least two scores of 20 or higher will 

go to the state competition held at UW-Madison on April 17th and 18th. This is a great opportunity for     

students to become better public speakers and meet students like them from around the state. 

Dorian Music Festival 

The following students were chosen by the music department at Luther college to participate in the Dorian 

Music Festival. 

Dylan Krause-Baritone sax,  Maura Rem-Bb Contrabass clarinet, 

Britani Kabat-Alto sax, Jessica King- trumpet, Ben Wallin-

Trombone, Caity Quamme-Flute 

The students will travel to Luther, Sunday February 22nd  and divide 

into 2 bands of 250 students each, stay overnight, and practice all day 

Monday, February 23rd. The concert will be held at 6:30 p.m. Monday 

evening. 

Congratulations to these fine music students!  
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High School Art Department 

De Soto High Art Exhibit:  

Opening reception at the La 

Crosse Public Library Sat. March 

7th from 12:00 -2pm.  Everyone is 

welcome.  Please support our local 

artists.  Some samples are below. 

Above:  Watercolor—Nate Obert  

Left: Watercolor—Austin Olson 

Below/Left:  Oil pastels—Sierra Tully 

Below:  Oil pastels—Alex Stevenson 
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Middle/High School Guidance Department News 

Support Groups Offered to Students 
De Soto Middle/High School started first semester and will continue second semester in providing an          

opportunity for students to voluntarily join a support group offered during CST time. The two support groups that will 

be offered include a focus group and a grief support group. The two groups are voluntary meaning students are self-

referred or referred by parents.  

The counseling groups are designed to provide a positive support system for students focusing on a variety of 

topics. These groups are aimed at providing curriculum on the competencies and indicators of the American School 

Counseling Association (ASCA) National Model which will be reflected on the personal/social domain.  

The grief group will focus primarily on assisting students in working through feelings, thoughts, and memories 

associated with a tragedy or the loss of a loved one. The purpose of this focus group involves integrating topics into 

group discussions to help students cope with everyday life stressors. A few topics that will be integrated include:  

countering anxiety, assertive communication, goal setting, stages of change, forgiveness, coping skills, conflict       

resolution, media messages, internet safety and relaxation techniques. 
 Our goal is to maintain strict confidentiality when it comes to students and support groups. A consent form 
will be signed by all students participating in the group detailing the terms of confidentiality. Our ultimate goal is to 
keep all students safe. In general, the topics discussed will be broad and psychoeducational in nature. There are       
exceptions of confidentiality which include reporting the following: student in danger of harming self, student in    
danger of harming other, or student in danger of being harmed by others. If any student expresses harm to self or     
others parents will be contacted to ensure student safety. If your student will be participating please reinforce that all 
discussions must remain confidential and within the group. If you have any questions or would like additional         
information on support groups please do not hesitate to call us at (608) 648-0115.  

Filling out the FAFSA-Seniors 

 The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) gathers information that 

all colleges use to determine a student’s ability to pay for college. Utilizing federal   

formulas and methodology, the FAFSA seeks to level the playing field for all students 

and families. For the fastest results, apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

 Carefully read directions and gather needed documents before you begin to 

complete the FAFSA. Some of the records you’ll need include your social security 

number, driver’s license, records of money you earned in 2014 including a W-2 form, 

your parent’s 2014 Federal Tax Return, current bank statements, business and           

investment records, and records of untaxed income such as social security or veteran’s 

benefits. Apply for a PIN number that will allow you to access your online form, as well 

as sign your FAFSA electronically. Then begin to complete the FAFSA form, carefully 

entering all data. Save often so your information will not be lost if your session is     

interrupted. 

Print out a copy for your own records before submitting your FAFSA. You (and 

the colleges you listed on the FAFSA) will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) two to 

three weeks after submitting your FAFSA. It will contain an estimated Expected Family 

Contribution (EFC), a preliminary estimate of the amount you and your family will be 

expected to pay toward your next year of education. Colleges use the EFC in order to 

determine a family’s established need. The expected family contribution will remain the 

same for all colleges; need will vary depending upon the total cost of attendance at each 

institution. Each college you indicate that offers you a place will also provide a financial 

aid package that will attempt to meet your family’s established need. These packages 

may differ depending upon the colleges’ ability to meet all or only part of need. Ask 

your counselor for assistance in filling out the information or you can call the financial 

aid office for the college which you are planning to attend. 

Senior Scholarship 

Awards Ceremony 

& National Honor 

Society Induction  
 

Students, parents, staff, 

and community      

members are invited to 

attend the De Soto High 

School Scholarship 

Awards Ceremony & 

National Honor Society 

Induction on Sunday 

May 3, 2015 at 2:00 

p.m. in the High School 

Commons. 

 

Scholarship 

awards and 

induction 

ceremony 

for new 

members of 

the De Soto 

chapter of the National 

Honor Society will be on 

the afternoon’s  agenda. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov


18 

Thank You from the 8th Grade  

Boys Basketball Team 

Thirteen games just wasn’t enough for the 8th Grade Boys   

Basketball Team this year!  The boys wanted to continue their 

season and gain additional experience so they did what kids 

always do -  ask Mom & Dad.  With the help of their parents, 

coaches, families, the Genoa Lions and Genoa State Bank, the 

boys were able to enter five tournaments as a “club”.  With the 

new Club status also came new uniforms.  Colleen Ratzburg 

with Renee’s Designs, Isaiah Zink’s Great Grandma Bonnie 

and Genoa Lion’s designed, created and paid for the new     

jerseys.  And of course none of this would have been possible 

without consistency in coaching, Gary Beck and Dale  

Piurkowski have stuck with the boys through this extended  

season. 

A big THANK YOU goes out to all the individuals and        

organizations who helped this group of boys extend their     

season and make some special memories!  

Middle School CLC Program 

The after school program has lots of fun activities. 

On Mondays we do creative writing with Ms. 

Fladhammer. Sometimes we write poems, play 

descriptive games, and play vocabulary games. 

We wrote lots of stories together. We also read 

and finish our late and missing homework. On 

Tuesday we do cooking with Mrs. Schwartz. 

Sometimes we get to cook treats like pretzels with 

melted Rolos, and sometimes we cook tasty foods 

like hot dogs wrapped in a crescent roll. We also 

made Lego vehicles that used batteries and could 

actually move. On Wednesdays we do two things: 

we learn sign language with Mrs. Gronning and do 

creative things with Mr. Ruetten. In the beginning 

of the year we made piñatas with Senora Loyo. On 

Thursdays we go to Mr. Gilman and do writing 

and thinking activities like a game called pig and 

we try to score 100 points with two dice. We did 

writing on the computers and typed about our fa-

vorite thing to do.  -  Lucas Walz 

 

 

 

 

Piñata with Senora Loyo 

What we like about the after school program is 

when we go into Senora Loyo's classroom. One of 

the activities we did in Senora Loyo's class is we 

watched a video about how to make piñatas.  The 

piñatas looked really cool so we decided to make 

them. A week later we started to make the piñatas. 

Some of the supplies you need for the project   

includes the balloon and you will need flour, wa-

ter, a measuring cup, birthday hats, lots of news-

papers, and a big mixing bowl. First you will take 

your water and flour and put it together in your 

large mixing bowl. Next you will stir the mixture 

together. After you stir your mixture  together, 

you will put the paste on the strips of newspaper, 

put the newspaper onto the balloon, put tissue pa-

per and make it all pretty. After you add all the 

bling, you will be done.   - Emilee Jean Koch and 

Chelsie Jean Meyer 

Middle School Wrestling 

The Middle School Wrestling season has come and gone with 

the last tournament taking place on February 16th. Starting out 

with ten athletes and ending the season with six, many of the 

wrestlers were unfortunately injured throughout the season. 

Although lacking number and size this did not stop the team 

from working hard and giving all they could at the wrestling 

tournaments. Most of the wrestlers on the team had prior      

experience through the De Soto youth program, which is run by 

Paul Lemke, but a select few were true beginners which made 

coaching more exciting. It is great to see students trying       

different sports and staying active. The middle school wrestlers 

worked hard and wrestled tough this season, which is all we can 

ask for as coaches. The middle school wrestling coaching staff 

including Gary Scoville and Daron Fuglsang are very grateful 

for the school and community support through the  season. We 

all had fun this season and we look forward to next year and the 

potential talent and athletes that come with it.  
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     CLC Program—Bowling Trip 
I think that the bowling trip is going to be super fun because we are going to leave school 

early during gym in the Suburban. We will get pizza and soda and we will get to go bowling. 

I hope the pizza is pepperoni and that there is an option for Pepsi or Mountain Dew. I really 

like bowling and I think the trip’s going to be great. I’m pretty good at bowling. Lucas is 

looking forward to trying out some trick shots. Issiah is planning to curve the ball and hit the 

pins. The only bad thing is that it is on a G day so I will miss gym where we sometimes play 

fun games. We’ve been looking forward to this trip for a few weeks, but the trip has been 

delayed a few times.  -  Isaac Holliday 

Fabric Envelopes 

The activity that I hope I will love the most will be on 2/10/15. 

My mom, Jackie Kreuzer, came up with an idea for Valentine’s 

Day.  The idea she had was to make fabric envelopes for the kids 

in CLC. The envelopes are very cool and 

you can put an abundance of phrases on 

the front of the envelopes. You can make 

them out of all different fabric squares 

like blue, pink, purple, or more detailed 

fabric squares like a black fabric square 

with red hearts on it or a white fabric 

square with black swirls on it.  The fabric 

squares can be a solid color or they can 

be more detailed like I stated earlier.  They also include a heart 

that is a color of that  person’s choice. The envelopes can be   

given to others on Valentine’s Day, after we fill them with candy!    

-  Kenzy Kreuzer 

Cookies and Tea for CLC 

We were at the LMC with friends and some 

parents too. We had cookies and hot        

chocolate. And we were sitting in chairs   

talking. We had delicious rice crispy balls. 

Some of the kinds of cookies were mint, 

Rolos on pretzels, and much more. We 

learned how to make different kinds of   

cookies with Mrs. Schwartz the week before. 

And we had really 

good hot chocolate. 

This was a fun time 

in the after school 

program.   -    Issiah 

Stevens  

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL—IMPORTANT DATES 

March 

Tue, Mar 3—ACT Plus Writing Grade 11 Assessment 

Wed, Mar 4—ACT WorkKeys Grade 11 Assessment 

Thu, Mar 5—Parent/Teacher Conferences—4pm-8pm 

Tue, Mar 10—Parent/Teacher Conference 6pm-8pm 

Tue, Mar 17—ACT Plus Writing Grade 11 Make-up Day 

Wed, Mar 18—ACT WorkKeys Grade 11 Make-up Day 

Thu, Mar 19—NO SCHOOL—Teacher In-Service Full Day 

Tue, Mar 24—Winter Sports Banquet—7:00pm, HS     

Commons 

Wed, Mar 25—COMPASS Assessment (Grades 11 & 12) 

Mar 30-May 22—Badger Exam (Smarter Balanced) ELA 

and Mathematics Grades 3-8 Assessment Window 

Tue, March 31—Last day of 3rd quarter 

April 

Thu, Apr 2—Grades due by noon to Chris Baker 

Fri, Apr 3-Mon, April 6—Spring Break 

Wed, Apr 15—Early Release/Teacher In-Service 

Apr 27-May 22—ACT Aspire Grades 9-10 Assessment Window 

 

 

May  

Fri, May 1—teachers report to counselor seniors who may 

potentially fail 2nd semester course 

Sat, May 2—Prom 

Sun, May 3—Scholarship Awards Program & National 

Honor Society Induction—2:00pm 

Mon, May 4—Progress reports due to Chris Baker by noon. 

May 10-May 14—8th Grade Washington, D.C. Trip 

Sun, May 17— MS/HS Band Spring Concert, 3pm 

Mon, May 18—MS/HS Choir Spring Concert, 7:30pm 

May 18-21—Semester assessments for seniors 

Fri, May 22—Graduation Day—8:00am Practice; 7:00pm 

Ceremony 

Mon, May 25—Memorial Day 

May 26-29—Semester assessments for grades 6-11 

June 

Wed, June 3—Last day of 4th quarter/2nd semester 

June 15-July 3—1st Session of Summer School 
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Technology Education 

The second semester of school is almost  halfway 

over and many of the students are working hard to 

finish their projects. It has been very exciting to see 

the projects transfer from two dimensional      

drawings to solid works of art. A variety of projects 

are being created this year including: fishing pole 

holders, bird houses, cabinets, step stools, cutting 

boards and many more. The students have put a lot 

of time and effort into these projects and it is  

amazing to see what they are able to accomplish 

when they have the motivation to do so. 

FFA Greenhouse Update 

The FFA Greenhouse is in production for this spring    

season. We may have downsized but our class number has 

increased! After last years addition the FFA greenhouse 

needed to be reassembled which was done this fall by our 

own Ag- Mechanics and TC- Welding classes along with 

assistance from Pat Busteed, Guy Boardman, Ross Von 

Glahn and Von. Please keep our business in mind while 

purchasing your gardening and floral needs in spring!  

Pictured above L to R: Joe Brood, Anna Veglahn, Allison 

Sudol, Ryan Lagerman, Austin Anderson, Sam Werner, 

Ben Rice, Sadie Brosinski, Trisha Nickelotti, Victoria 

Chapes, Ashley Miller, Brianna Ziegler-Aguilar,        

Morgaine Gottbeheat and Mr. Ron Von Glahn. 

Community Service Project 

Community service is a great way for students to 

build relationships with community members. 

Studies also show that it increases motivation,   

student engagement and school attendance. Earlier 

this year the Vernon County Historical Society had 

asked the De Soto Tech Education Department to 

layout, cut, assemble, and paint multiple picket 

fence sections. These sections will replace the old 

fence at the Sherry Butt House Museum in      

Viroqua. Over the past couple of months, students 

have been working hard during their lunch periods 

in order to complete all of the fence pickets       

required for the new fence. This is a great          

opportunity for the students. They are able to use 

the skills they developed in class to create      

something that will be admired by others and most 

importantly the students seem to enjoy it. The 

fence is expected to be finished by the end of the 

school year so take some time away from your 

weekend in the month of May and head out to the 

Sherry Butt House Museum to learn a little history 

and see the new fence.  

Girls Basketball 

In the most recent games, both the JV and Varsity girls basketball 

teams defeated North Crawford.  The Varsity won a closely-contested 

game 43-42 with Cassidy Trussoni making two free throws with four 

seconds remaining to seal the victory. 
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De Soto Wrestling 

Above: Mike Finney (195), Lance 

Buckles (170) and Nick Cahalan (126) 

all placed 1st at Regionals and are   

moving on to Sectionals.   Below: Lance 

Buckles celebrates his 100th high school 

career win at Regionals February 14th. 

100 

Varsity Boys Basketball  
 

This season has been a learning process for both the new 

coaching staff and the players at the varsity level. The Varsity is 

working on learning a new system with a lot of new faces not 

only from the coaching staff, but also players.  This young Pirate 

team has seen some growing pains, but they continue to work 

hard and improve each and every day.  It has been a very up and 

down season, but the players have continued to respond in a posi-

tive way. This young team has won some big games at home 

against Kickapoo and North Crawford, and on the road against 

Weston and La Farge. The Pirates look to keep improving and 

get on a roll at the end of the season. Seniors Alex Stevenson and 

Troy Paulsrud have done a great job leading this young team and 

hope to lead them to their first playoff win in their high school 

career.  

JV Boys Basketball 
 

This year has been an extremely successful year for the 

Boys Junior Varsity Basketball team. The JV team has been    

focusing on learning a new system, developing fundamentals, 

working and playing together as a TEAM, and competing each 

and every day in practice. They have seen plenty of adversity 

throughout the season and have responded to each challenge by 

playing hard and continuing to win basketball games. The Boys 

Basketball Program has a lot of potential and looks to be a     

conference front-runner in the future. 
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Middle/High School Guidance Department News—Cont. 

ACT Testing-Juniors 

 

All junior students will be taking the ACT Plus Writing 

test on Tuesday, March 3, 2015 at De Soto High School. The 

ACT is a curriculum and standard based educational and career 

planning tool that assesses students’ academic readiness for  

college. The ACT Plus Writing test is a national college        

examination that consists of subject area tests in English,   

mathematics, reading and science in conjunction with a writing 

component.  

This is a new mandatory test for all 11th graders in the 

state of Wisconsin and is offered FREE of charge. ACT results 

are a strong indicator for College and Career Readiness and can 

be used for admittance to their post-secondary school of their 

choice--both 2-year Colleges and 4-year Universities. For this 

reason, it is very important for students to take this test          

seriously. Getting adequate sleep the night before the test and 

eating a good breakfast will be very important. 

Students will take the ACT Plus Writing test on March 

3, 2015 followed by the ACT WorkKeys Grade 11 Assessment 

on March 4, 2015. It is very important that your junior student 

is in attendance for school the days of testing. Students will be 

given one make up session on March 17, 2015 for the ACT Plus 

Writing test and March 18, 2015 for the ACT WorkKeys Grade 

11 Assessment.  

The ACT Plus Writing test will provide juniors with an 

official ACT score that can be sent to colleges to fulfill           

admission requirements. Before test administration, students are 

given a form where they can select up to four colleges to send 

their official ACT score. Students are able to have their ACT 

score sent to four colleges free of charge. Students will need to 

decide which colleges to send their score before test              

administration in order to receive the service for free. Students 

are able to send scores to additional college or send their ACT 

score to colleges after completing the ACT test for a $12 fee per 

college. 

College Information  

 

Please read the "University 

of Wisconsin System ByLine    

Campus Direct" newsletter (weblink 

listed below). Each University of 

Wisconsin System University/

College has specific information 

about admission deadlines, housing 

information and deadlines, and     

financial aid/scholarship information 

and deadlines. This information is     

critical to making the most of your     

student’s preparation for             

transitioning to college. Remember 

that there are priority deadlines    

involved. Feel free to call or email 

your perspective school for more 

detailed information.  

If you would like to see UW 

System Campus Link, go to this      

website: http://

origin.library.constantcontact.com/

download/get/file/1102843057846-

438/ByLine+winter+2014-15.pdf 

Senior Checklist for College 

 

Your senior’s year is quickly passing by! This is the time to make sure that all of the necessary 

parts of the college acceptance process have been completed. Has your senior: 1) completed college       

applications  2) submitted the application fee 3) sent high school transcripts 4) sent test scores 

(www.ACTstudent.org)? If not, you need to get this done, ASAP.  

Also, this is the best time to make that second college visit. Be sure to schedule a time to visit the 

campus, investigate the program of your choice, look at those dorms, and stop at the financial aid office.  

Once accepted, be sure to check into the college’s procedure for enrollment deposit, dorm deposit, 

and placement testing.  

Finally, your senior should be busy completing those scholarship applications. 
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS  

2014-2015 

School Board meetings are held in the 

De Soto MS/HS LMC (Library Media 

Center) at 7:00 p.m.  

The public is welcome! 

FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 2014-2015 DATES 

 Monday, March 16, 2015—Piano Solo & Ensemble during the day @ WCP Church 

 —Large ensembles begin @ 4pm at Westby High School 

 Saturday, March 28, 2015—Solo & Ensemble @ Westby all day 

 Wednesday, April 22, 2015—Large Group Festival  @ Westby all day 

 Monday, May 11 2015—Elementary Spring Concert—7pm 

 Sunday, May 17, 2015—MS/HS Band Spring Concert—3:00pm 

 Monday, May 18, 2015—MS/HS Choir Spring Concert—7:30pm 

 March 16, 2015 

 April 20, 2015 

 May 18, 2015 

 June 15, 2015 

__________ACT TEST DATES__________                                                                                                        

Students must register online at www.actstudent.org 

Test Date   Registration Deadline   Late Fee Required  

April 18, 2015   March 13, 2015   March 14-27, 2015 

June 13, 2015   May 8, 2015    May 9-22, 2015  

If you need to retake the ACT test, prioritize some time to study for it.  There are plenty of resources 

online to help.  If you have questions, please contact our guidance department. 

 
 

The second most common disease in the 

United States is tooth decay.  The first is the 

common cold. 
 

Say cheese! The calcium and phosphorous found in cheese 

is healthy for your teeth - it reduces the pH  level in plaque 

and re-mineralizes the enamel. 
 

More than 51 million hours of school are lost each year by 

children due to dental related illness. 

 

Did you know? 

Questions? 

Call Smiles 4 Life 

at 262-896-9891 

www.smiles4lifedental.org 

School Board General Election 

Tuesday, April 7th 

Electors who reside in ANY municipality of the De Soto Area School District may vote for ANY candidate in 

the school board election.  The candidate must reside in the area of representation for which he or she is      

running, but any elector may vote in any and all races in the district.  

http://www.smiles4lifedental.org
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Dates to Remember 

  

  March 5   MS/HS Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00-8:00 pm 

  March 10  MS/HS Parent/Teacher Conferences 6:00-8:00 pm 

  March 19  No School 

  April 3-6  No School-Spring Break 

  April 15  Early Release 

  May 22  Graduation     7:00pm 

  May 25  No School—Memorial Day 

  June 3   Last Day of School—Early Release 

   

 

  

NOTICE TO ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  The school newsletter is not sent to all box holders.  It is sent home 

with students and copies will be put in the banks and post offices in the District as well as Pedretti’s in Genoa, Pronto 

in De Soto, at the Red Mound Store and Stoddard Kwik Trip.  It will also be on the district website at                          

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/.  Please contact us at 648-0102 if you want to receive a copy of the Newsletter. 

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/

