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DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT 
Dedicated to Learning and Growth; Striving for Excellence 

Seniors spread their wings 

Twenty De Soto seniors were given the opportunity to experience real life lessons in the Windy City. The Annual Senior          

Agriculture trip takes our rural students and exposes them to non-traditional learning by having them visit scientific venues,    

economic landmarks and experience the cultural diversity offered in a city the size of Chicago.  Several students are experienced 

travelers but some have not traveled beyond the local region.  This is an opportunity for them to see what the world offers beyond 

their current boundaries. 

School Board Members 

Rick Pedretti, President 

Jess Boardman, Vice-President 

Kirk Holliday, Treasurer 

Geri Fox, Clerk 

Shirley Alton            Dan Fladhammer 

     Jeff Long                  Dean Penkalski 

Kevin Walleser 

Parent Survey Available to Share 

Feedback on the District 

An online, anonymous, Parent Survey is  

available on the District website.  On the left 

menu, roll over the District  Notices tab and 

you will see a Parent Survey tab.  Click that 

tab and you will be taken to the online survey 

to complete.  Be sure to click Submit when 

you are done.  If you prefer a paper survey, 

please stop at a school office to request one.   

We appreciate you taking the time to share 

your feedback as part of our continuous     

improvement process. 

National Parenting Program available for families of children who attend the After School CLC Program 

A Love and Logic Seminar on parenting kids today will be held in each of our district schools from 6—7:30pm.   

There is no cost and a light meal will be provided along with child care.  The dates are February 25th at Prairie View 

Elementary, March 3rd at Stoddard Elementary, and March 10th at the Middle/High School.  Eligible families should 

have received information through the CLC Program. 
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What Sets Us Apart? 

What sets our district apart from others? It’s our students!                                                                                                                     

We think it’s our students! We continually hear positive comments about our students from visitors 

and guest speakers who come to our schools and from those who interact with our students when they 

are on fieldtrips. Teachers and principals often hear remarks like, “You have nice kids,” and “Your 

students are very polite.” We do have good kids and we believe our students have unique abilities and 

talents along with a great capacity to learn, demonstrate leadership and contribute back to their school 

and communities. We are proud of our students! 

What sets our district apart? It’s our parents and families. 

Our families are invested in learning opportunities for students that lead to each child’s personal growth and achievement. We value 

the contributions by parents/families and we recognize the importance of parent/family involvement that occurs through volunteering 

in classrooms, planning trips, serving as school program chaperones, coordinating  program fund raisers and connecting schools to 

work place resources. We appreciate knowing that our parents/families have high expectations for student learning and join us in the 

development of educational experiences where students are participatory learners, taking ownership for their own progress, and  

committed to academic achievement and personal growth. The generosity of our parents and families extends beyond their own child 

and it is this spirit of collaboration that ensures De Soto Area School District provides a quality and comprehensive education      

preparing all students to be able to choose from work, career and college. 

What sets our district apart? It’s our learning environment.  

We work hard to achieve an environment where every day, everyone works and learns together. We strive to create a productive, 

positive, and rewarding atmosphere in which our students learn and grow in a responsible, respectful and safe manner. These are the 

three fundamental themes associated with PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Systems). Behaviors are “learned” and we greatly 

value collaborating with parents in setting high behavioral standards. Through PBIS, students learn to ask themselves, if what they 

are doing or what they are saying best reflects respectful, responsible and safe behaviors for themselves and in their actions towards 

others. PBIS lessons are taught to increase this awareness and when students don’t meet behavioral expectations, interventions,     

consequences and re-teaching occurs.  

What sets our district apart? It’s our teachers and staff. 

Creating a great learning atmosphere doesn’t just happen, it is a result of our students, teachers, administrators, support staff and  

parents working to establish a welcoming environment and a sense of community where student learning is the primary focus of  

everyone. From the start of the day to the end of the day, our students are surrounded with staff and teachers who care greatly about 

their welfare and who go the extra mile to provide students with support, assistance, guidance and mentorship. Students are cared for 

by extremely committed and dedicated staff: bus drivers who transport students safely to and from school, food service ladies who 

serve quality and tasty meals, secretary “moms” who with the school nurse take care of bumps, bruises and illnesses, custodians who 

make sure schools are clean and safe and know students by name, coaches and advisors who provide countless extended day        

opportunities for students, and school counselors and classroom teachers who teach academics and life lessons as well. Continuous 

School Improvement is the focus of the School Board, administrative team, teachers and staff.  Everyone shares in the responsibility 

of guiding students in their educational journey towards being responsible and respectful citizens. 
 
 

What sets our district apart? It’s our strong programs and curriculum. 
Our state has developed rigorous instructional standards and we are dedicated to meeting these educational challenges and improving 

student performance. We are proud of the comprehensive course offerings, special programs and technology where students utilize 

and have access to the following diverse systems:  

 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, high school students are able to gain real work experience as student computer technicians responsible for maintaining 

computer work stations and networks throughout the district. Students can also take CISCO Networking Academy and computer 

programming courses where they will experience developing, writing, testing and correcting errors applicable to any programming 

language used.  
 

 

SMART Boards in K-2 classroom 

SMART Boards in MS Math & Science classrooms 

SMART Boards in HS Math & Social Studies classrooms 

Projectors in all district classrooms 

Computer labs in every school building 

Access to Chrome Books 

Access to Nooks 

Classroom sets of laptops throughout the district 
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What Sets Us Apart?—continued 

Special school programs are targeted to meet academic needs, interests and specific student populations.  Middle and high school 

teachers offer daily working lunches and the After School Study program provides additional teacher tutoring assistance to students. 

Elementary and middle level students can experience 21st CLC (Community Learning Center) enrichment programming where they 

experience enrichment activities and special programs for families. Educational offerings that extend the school day involve students 

in sports, leadership development, career connections, forensics, drama, and FFA. Elementary through high school students can also 

elect to participate in programs sponsored by the MVTAG (Mississippi Valley Talented and Gifted) including:  

 

 

 

 

Our teachers are certified by colleges and universities to instruct 8 dual-credit courses for a total of 25 college credits, provide     

numerous A.P. (Advanced Placement) courses, independent study options and expand curriculum offerings through available online 

coursework. Our students also select from a wide-variety of courses specific to the De Soto High School campus including:  
 

 

 

 

De Soto High School students also have the option to take college credits through Youth Options, Course Options and Youth       

Apprenticeship connected to school-to-work programming. District curriculum is augmented by experiential field trips at local, state, 

regional, national and international levels. Some of the many places our students will travel to this year include:  
 

 

 

 

 

The District also opened the De Soto Virtual Charter School to offer blended learning opportunities to students from within and   

outside of our district. Online coursework is overseen by our teachers providing individualized coursework covering essential    

learning objectives that meet state standards. 
 

As a district, we celebrate the achievements of our students for their academic, musical, leadership and athletic achievements,      

evidence of which you will proudly see throughout this newsletter. Our goal is to create lasting memories through quality             

educational and enrichment experiences.  
 

What sets our district apart? It’s our schools and facilities. 

We appreciate our great school buildings and facilities. We constantly hear from visiting teams, fans and more importantly from our 

taxpayers and alumni how well maintained our school buildings and facilities are kept. The work of our custodial and maintenance 

staff is evident to all who come on our school campuses and we receive many compliments in respect to the cleanliness of bathrooms 

and hallways, and the upkeep of our grounds and building structures. When visitors walk through our buildings they are often 

amazed to learn that Prairie View Elementary and De Soto Middle/High School were constructed 64 years ago and that Stoddard 

Elementary is 49 years old.  We recognize the gift our taxpayers have made over the years to ensure our students are educated in 

safe, quality school buildings and we take to heart the responsibility associated with maintaining our district schools and grounds to 

the high expectations of all stakeholders.  

What sets our district apart?  It’s our school and community partnerships. 

We are grateful for the support we receive from our Booster Clubs, PTO’s and community businesses, organizations and  agencies 

who partner with our schools in cooperative efforts to provide outstanding resources, opportunities, program equipment and facilities 

for our students. Collaborative efforts are viewed as essential to meeting the vision the community  has for ensuring students become 

life-long learners prepared for work, career and college.  

What sets our district apart?  It’s our pride! 
We are proud of our students, teachers and staff. We are proud to offer our students quality and diverse educational opportunities.  

We are proud to work together with parents, booster organizations, PTO’s and the community to continue in  the challenging and 

worthwhile work that sets our district apart from others for our current students and for future students.  

heritage, invention and art fairs 

math and quiz bowl competitions 

Battle of the Books 

speaking and spelling bee contests 

leadership groups 

Kid’s College and Techno Expo  

Forensics Science 

Weather and Astronomy 

Digital Video Production 

Ground School Aviation (Pilot School) 

Greenhouse 

Meats We Eat 

Calculus & Statistics 

Piano & Guitar 

Spanish 

Welding & Drafting 

Life Fitness 

 

museums 

parks 

caves 

state capitols 

metropolitan areas 

theatres 

operatic performances 

Kentucky 

Florida 

Washington, D.C. 

Mexico 

England 

ski hills 

fisheries 

farms 
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2015-16 Board Meeting Dates 

Monday, April 18 

Monday, May 16 

 

All meetings are open to the public and held in the Middle/High 

School LMC at 7:00 pm unless posted differently.  Remaining 

meetings will be set following the election. 

School Board Election Notice 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that an election to be held in the School 

District of DE SOTO on Tuesday, April 5, 2016, the following offices 

are to be elected.  The term of office for school board member is three 

years beginning on Monday, April 25, 2016 for the following three   

positions. 
 

School Board Member from Town of Sterling       Vote for One 

WILL BUCKLES..…………..………. . . . . . . . . . …….     □ 

KEVIN WALLESER… . ……………………………….     □ 

School Board Member from Village Genoa            Vote for One 

GERI FOX…..……………….…………………..               □ 

School Board Member from Village of Stoddard   Vote for One 

JEFFREY LONG…………….…………………...              □ 

DE SOTO AREA SCHOOLS            

WELCOMES STUDENTS THROUGH                                        

OPEN ENROLLMENT 

Wisconsin’s inter-district public school open         

enrollment program allows parents to apply for their 

children to attend a school district other than the one 

in which they reside. Any Wisconsin resident in 4K to 

grade 12 may apply to attend a nonresident school 

district under the open enrollment program. However, 

a child may transfer to a nonresident school district 

for early childhood education or 4K only if the child’s 

resident school district offers the same type of       

program and only if the child is eligible for that     

program in the resident school district. 

Parent must:  

 Submit an application to the non-resident school 

district during the regular application period. A 

separate application must be submitted for each 

child.  

 May request specific school or program, but   

assignment to requested school or program is not 

guaranteed.  

 May apply to a maximum of three nonresident 

school districts per school year.  

The dates for this year’s open enrollment are:      

FEBRUARY 1, 2016-APRIL 29, 2016 for the 2016-

17 school year. The open enrollment application   

period closes at 4:00p.m. on APRIL 29, 2016.  It is 

recommended that you apply for open enrollment 

through the on-line application process at http://

sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_psctoc. You may also download 

and print a paper copy of form PI9410 by visiting the 

Department of Public Instruction website at http://

sms.dpi.wi.gov, and hand deliver to the nonresident 

district by 4pm on April 29, 2016. 

LOST & FOUND ITEMS 

Lost and found items seem to magically appear in 

hallways, left in the bathrooms, locker rooms,      

commons, gym or library. There are a variety of nice 

clothing items including sweatshirts, hats, shirts and 

pants. We know that parents work hard to provide 

these items for students so we have a table located 

near the office at each school building.  Please stop by 

the lost and found table the next time you are in our 

buildings.  You may find 

something you had forgotten 

you had lost. 

District Teachers of the Year 

On January 23rd, the Stoddard American Legion and the De Soto 

VFW awarded Teachers of the Year for 2015-16 to Tony Paletta—

5th Grade Stoddard Elementary, Marcie Childs—4th Grade Prairie 

View Elementary, Stephanie Sullivan—Middle School Language 

Arts and Michael Parker—High School Social Studies.   

Congratulations to all 4 recipients. 
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In collaboration with six area school districts, 

dedicated channels for Cashton, De Soto, 

Kickapoo, La Farge, Viroqua, and Westby 

schools are now available. Each school district 

will be scheduling and programming their 

own channel. Some things you may see on the 

channels are: live and recorded sporting 

events, concerts, drama productions, breakfast 

and lunch menus, school announcements and 

content created by the students. The channels 

will highlight the elementary, middle, and 

high schools within each district. 

Left, Vin Buchner and 

Hunter Pedretti run the 

video equipment while 

Ben King and Hunter 

Thompson do the 

game play by play 

audio for live and tape 

delayed broadcast on 

De Soto Channel 3 

through Vernon   

Communications. 

Sports Broadcasting in Action 

Below, Mr. Gronning runs the camera while Sean 

Ziegler and Ben King provide the play by play audio. 

 

 

 

 

 

SAC Sponsored Blood Drive 

DATE:  Monday, March 7th 

TIME:    9:00am to 2:00pm 

PLACE:  De Soto High School 

Scholarships are earned based on the 

number of donors at the blood drive.  

Please consider making a donation 

to help save lives and support     

student scholarships! 

TAG Spelling Bee 

On January 28, 2016, students from Prairie 

View, Stoddard and De Soto Middle went to 

the Mississippi Valley Talented and Gifted 

Network Spelling Bee at Westby.  Due to the 

snow days earlier that week, the event had to 

be rescheduled, which conflicted with the 5th 

grade ski trip to Mt. La Crosse.  Qualifying 

for the regional Spelling Bee were: Avyn  

Holliday and Lukas Lebakken (Winner  & 

Alternate of the Prairie View Spelling Bee); 

Cole Walz and Gracyn Beck (Winner &    

Alternate at Stoddard Elementary).  The   

winner at De Soto Middle School was Tanner 

Pedretti  and the Alternate winner was Drake 

Kumlin.  Avyn, Cole, Tanner and Drake   

represented the DeSoto district at Westby and 

all should be congratulated for making a fine 

effort! 

Avyn Holliday Cole Walz 

Tanner  

Pedretti 

Wellness Center—Open to the Community 

The Strength & Conditioning Center at the Middle/High School is supervised and open to the Community. 

Hours are: Mon-Fri—5:30am to 7:30am and Mon-Thur—6:00pm to 8:00pm.   

For more information call (608) 648-0100. 

STUDENT  
DROP OFF & PICK UP 

 

This is a reminder to parents/

guardians dropping their students off.  

Please watch for buses needed to load 

and   unload.  Remind your child they 

should not cut in between buses or in 

front of buses and should only cross 

the road with your supervision.  



6 

PREVENTING BULLYING 
EDUCATION & COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS BETWEEN SCHOOL & HOME 

Bullying is a hot topic right now. Almost every day, there is mention of a bullying incident in the news. As a result, the issue is at the 

top of everyone’s mind. While this is a good thing because it increases awareness of a very serious issue, it also can create problems 

when people label every bad behavior bullying. It is important to remember that while you may be offended by what people have said 

or done to you or to your child, this bad behavior does not automatically mean they are bullies.  Sometimes people are just being 

blunt. Other times, they are being mean or disrespectful. But that does not mean that they are bullying you or your child. The key is to 

understand that people can be rude and unkind, but that does not mean they are bullying. 

What qualifies as a bullying incident? 

For something to be considered bullying it consists of three elements. First, there is a power imbalance between the bully and the  

victim. Second, the bully has done multiple things to the victim over a period of time. And third, the intent of the person is to harm the 

other person in some way. These actions might include everything from name-calling and physical bullying to cyberbullying and  

ostracism. The key is that in order for it to be bullying, there has to be more than a one-time incident.   

For example, when a student takes another student’s chair in the lunchroom, they are not bullying. They are being rude. However, if 

one student intentionally takes another student’s chair every day, then that is bordering on bullying. Likewise, if a student throws 

something at another student, that is inappropriate, unacceptable and mean, but it does not qualify as bullying. 

Inappropriate behaviors will be addressed by teachers and/or administration. But it doesn’t qualify as bullying unless there is a pattern 

to the behavior. In other words, the student is throwing something, saying something or doing something on a regular basis to the  

student. When people label everything bullying, the message about bullying gets watered down. The word bullying loses it meaning 

and people can no longer differentiate between bullying and unkind behavior.  Conflict is a normal part of life. And learning to deal 

with conflict helps kids master the social skills they need. But unlike conflict, bullying is not a normal part of life. It also is not a "rite 

of passage" like many people believe. There are some distinct differences between bullying and conflict. Being able to identify these 

differences is important in knowing how to respond. 

Characteristics of Peer Conflict 

There are a number of ways to identify conflict. First, when a conflict occurs, both people involved have equal power in the           

relationship. And while both people may be emotional and upset neither one is seeking control or attention.  Also, when people     

experience conflict they often feel remorse and take responsibility for their actions.  When it comes to conflict, it’s good for kids to 

learn conflict resolution skills. These skills promote listening and working together. Both parties come to an agreement. 

Characteristics of Bullying 

The best way to identify bullying is to realize that it is a deliberate act. The goal is to hurt, insult or threaten another person. There’s 

also an imbalance of power in the situation. Bullies exert control over other people either by intimidating them, insulting them or 

threatening them. Bullying also is repeated and purposeful. And it poses a threat of serious emotional or physical harm.  

Typically, there is very little remorse from a bully. Meanwhile, the target is usually visibly upset. 

Additionally, bullies may get satisfaction from hurting people. And there is no attempt to resolve anything. Bullies are not interested 

in having a relationship with the intended target.  Keep in mind though that not every hurtful action is bullying. Sometimes it is   

simply unkind behavior. Helping students know the difference helps them to use skills to resolve the situation. Whatever the          

experience may be, students should always report the incident to an adult at school or their parent/guardian 

Education and working together is important to reducing and preventing bullying. At school, we work on teaching and expecting   

students to behave with responsible, respectful and safe behaviors. We greatly appreciate parents reinforcing these positive messages 

at home. It does take everyone to continually work on creating a safe, positive learning environment for our students through         

programs that work to eliminate bullying behaviors. Components of good programs are policies, prevention education and parent       

engagement focused on eliminating behaviors that are unkind, thoughtless and those that are associated with bullying. The middle/

high school anti-bullying program this year has included: 

September—Middle & High School students received anti-bullying training 

October—9 high school students took part in the BE SAFE Training sponsored by the Vernon County Bully Project 

December—Mrs. Nolte’s high school students provided middle school students with an educational program on cyberbullying 

Each Week—PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Systems) lessons regarding responsible, respectful and safe behaviors are  

                      taught to middle school students along with resiliency skills 

We also wish to recognize and acknowledge the efforts of the River Bluff FAB (Families Against Bullying) parent organization    

promoting anti-bullying awareness, recognition of students who contribute to a positive and safe school and community environment 

and provide activities outside of the school day where students can participate in fun programs under the supervision of parents. For 

more information on how to join this organization contact the office. 

http://bullying.about.com/od/Effects/a/9-Consequences-Of-Name-calling.htm
http://bullying.about.com/od/Effects/fl/4-Reasons-Why-Ostracism-Is-So-Painful.htm
http://bullying.about.com/od/Basics/a/Bullying-Or-Unkind-Behavior-How-To-Know-The-Difference.htm
http://childparenting.about.com/od/schoollearning/g/bullying-definition.htm
http://stress.about.com/od/relationships/a/conflict_res.htm
http://bullying.about.com/od/Basics/a/Bullying-Or-Unkind-Behavior-How-To-Know-The-Difference.htm
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June  

S M T W TH F S 

      1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30     

July  

S M T W TH F S 

          1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

August  

S M T W TH F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31       

Elementary Summer School  

The De Soto Area Schools will be providing an elementary summer school program this summer for grades 4K through 5th grade.  

Summer school sessions will be offered at Stoddard and Prairie View. 

Please refer to the bus schedule for pick-up and drop-off times.  The school district will also be providing free breakfast and free 

lunch to all students in the school district during Sessions 1 & 3 of summer school. 

Session 1: Three week program from June 13- July 1 for those students entering grades K-6.  Classes will run from 8:30 a.m. -1:30 

p.m. with free breakfast starting at 8:00. 

Session 2: We will be able to provide free swimming lessons at the Lansing Pool again this summer for students entering grades 4K

-12.  A three week session of swimming lessons will be offered Monday through Friday from July 5-July 22.  Please see the     

schedule on the next page for transportation and swimming lesson times.  

Session 3:  Two week “Jump Start” program from July 25-August 5.  Classes will run from 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. with free      

breakfast starting at 8:00.  This session is designed for students entering PK-6th grade.  Incoming 4K students at Prairie View will 

have class on Mondays and Wednesdays.  Incoming 4K students at Stoddard will have class on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

MS/HS Summer School 

Please refer to the bus schedule for pick-up and drop-off times. The school district will also be providing free breakfast and free 

lunch at Stoddard Elementary for all students in the school district. 

Session 1:    Summer on the River-  Three week program at Stoddard Elementary from June 13- July 1 for those students entering 

grades 7-9.  Classes will run from 8:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. with free breakfast starting at 8:00.   

 High School Credit Recovery-  Three week program at Stoddard Elementary from June 13- July 1 for high school 

students that want/need to gain additional credits. Classes will run from 8:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. with free breakfast   

starting at 8:00.   

Session 4: Wyalusing- Three day overnight experience August 16-18 for students entering 6th grade.  The program is held at 

Wyalusing Camp near Prairie du Chien. It provides an opportunity for students to get to know their new classmates 

while participating in many outdoor activities involving cooperation and teamwork.  

Prairie View  

A.M. Pick-up Schedule 

7:25 Ferryville (Cheese Store & Fire Station) 

7:35 East End of De Soto 

7:40 De Soto MS/HS 

7:45 Victory (Intersection of UU and Hwy. 35) 

7:55 Red Mound (Townshop Parking Lot) 

8:00 Drop-off at Prairie View 

P.M. Drop-off Schedule 

1:30 Pick-up at Prairie View 

1:35 Red Mound 

1:45 Victory 

1:55 De Soto 

2:00 East End of De Soto 

2:10 Ferryville 

*Prairie View and Stoddard buses 

will meet in Victory in the morning 

and afternoon so students can get 

on their appropriate bus. 

Summer School Bus Schedule 

(Sessions 1 and 3) 

Stoddard 

A.M. Pick-up Schedule 

7:25 Prairie View 

7:30 Red Mound 

7:40 De Soto MS/HS 

7:45 Victory (Intersection of UU and Hwy. 35)  

7:50 Edgewood Trailer Court 

7:55 Genoa Post Office 

8:05 Drop-off at Stoddard Elementary 

P.M. Drop-off Schedule 

1:25 Pick-up at Stoddard Elementary 

1:35 Genoa Post Office 

1:40 Edgewood Trailer Court 

1:45 Victory 

1:55 De Soto 

2:00 Red Mound 

2:05 Prairie View 
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Summer School Swimming Lessons  

We are once again offering free swimming lessons for all students entering 4K-12th grade that reside in our school district. 

Lessons will run from July 5-22.   Students may ride the bus to lessons or parents may bring them to the Lansing Pool.  

Pick-up and drop-off locations are the same as for summer school.  

July 5- July 22 Swimming Lessons bus schedule is as follows: 

Route #1  

(Stoddard Students) 

    AM Pick Up    Stoddard      Genoa       Trailer Ct.        Victory Lansing 

         8:10   8:20         8:25         8:35 8:55 

9:00- 9:45 Lessons 

    9:45- 10:15 Free Swim 

    PM Drop Off           11:10 11:00        10:55      10:45           10:25 

Route #2  

(Prairie View Students)   

   AM Pick Up          Prairie View     Red Mound       De Soto     Ferryville     Lansing 

   9:00                 9:05                9:15            9:25            9:40 

    9:45-10:15 Free Swim 

    10:15-11:00 Lessons 

Weight Training and ACCESS available this summer! 

Weight Training 

This course is intended to build core strength and flexibility for our student-athletes. Students will have a set program to follow on 

a daily and weekly basis. A mix of circuit and strength training will be used to give students a full workout throughout the course.  

This course is open to both boys & girls entering grades 7th- 12th grade for the 2016-2017 school year and will run M-F from 8 AM

-11AM and will start once the school year has ended. Instructors for this portion of the course are Ev Wick, Cody Morrison, Luke 

Nolte, Lucas Gilman and other De Soto staff members.  

The weight room will also be open during alternate times throughout the summer to accommodate students. Check the weekly 

schedule for more information. 

ACCESS – (Agility, Conditioning, Core, Endurance, Strength, Speed)  

The focus of ACCESS is to develop strength, speed, and overall athleticism.  These workouts are tailored to specifically            

developing fast-twitch muscle fibers, strength and explosiveness, as well as increasing muscle flexibility. Workouts will include 

speed drills, strength/core training, and flexibility drills specific to athletes and injury prevention. This training program will also 

incorporate a variety of low, moderate, and high-intensity exercises to fit the developmental needs of the individual.  The workouts 

are challenging, but rewarding.  ACCESS will be beneficial to any athlete in any sport, but is also offered to everyone interested in 

getting into shape.  The ACCESS course is open to both boys & girls entering grades 7th- 12th grade for the 2016-2017 school year. 

Each workout session will last approximately one hour and this does not include the weight training portion.  There will be three 

sections of ACCESS class daily starting at 8, 9, and 10 AM and will run Monday-Friday 

Please contact Ev Wick if you have any questions at 648-2227 ext. 525 or ewick@desoto.k12.wi.us. 

SUMMER WEIGHT ROOM HOURS: 8-11 AM   Monday-Friday 

Participation in the summer program is open to all students and is recommended by all of the coaches. Shuttle information 

will be made available closer to the start of the program.  

mailto:ewick@desoto.k12.wi.us


9 

 

 

We would really like to hear from YOU!  If you are an alumni, or know one, please tell us.  We will be in Class Reunion 

Season in time for the next newsletter.  We would love to see stories from people who will be celebrating a milestone 

class reunion this year!  Please send an email to:  jkreuzer@desoto.k12.wi.us with a couple of sentences about what the 

person is doing and a picture.  We plan to set aside a page each newsletter to share who we have heard from.   

Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

Where are they now... 

Your 

Stories 

and  

Pictures! 

The De Soto Virtual School is for families seeking:   

 A home-based learning environment 

 Personalized curriculum 

 Self-paced learning 

 Technology-enhanced education 

 Academic partnership and support for parents   

 Tuition-Free public education 

 Social and elective opportunities 

 

Our District Mission: Dedicated to Learning & Growth; Striving for Excellence   
    
De Soto Area Schools offers exceptional educational programs designed to meet the needs, interests and values of our students and 

their families. We are dedicated to providing a high quality, 21st century education to all our students; one that develops the critical 

skills needed to succeed in school, college, work and life.  

We offer students greater flexibility in learning that is personalized to each individual's academic goals and learning outcome     

expectations. Parents and students may choose from traditional classroom experiences, blended education consisting of both online 

and on-site school classes, or home-based online learning. The accredited diverse courses, offered within our De Soto Virtual 

School curriculum, provide students with broad-based core classes and elective opportunities.     
 
Our Educational Support Team collaborates with parents and students to design individualized learning plans for exceptional  

educational experiences leading to grade level promotion, high school graduation and success thereafter. Students and parents are 

supported by our curriculum Learning Coaches and Academic Advisors.  De Soto Virtual School students and families also receive 

assistance from our Guidance Department in career and college counseling. 
 
Contact Us!  We want to be sure you have the information you need to choose the school program that best fits the needs of your 

family.  For questions or assistance, please contact Scott Kelly at Skelly@desoto.k12.wi.us  1- 608-648-0116 

FREE & REDUCED MEALS 

“Free and reduced meals” is a USDA government sponsored program that provides meals at a reduced cost or free to eligible 

families. Applications are available at your school office. There is no limit on how many times you can apply for the benefit. So, 

if your income situation has changed, please complete an application today to see if your family can benefit. 

mailto:Skelly@desoto.k12.wi.us
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Technology Education 

The second semester of school has begun and two new classes are in full swing within the Tech. Ed.     

Department. Automotive Maintenance and Cabinetry are two brand new classes that were added to the 

course handbook for the 2015-2016 school year. Automotive Maintenance is a class where students learn 

the basics of maintaining their vehicles. Students learn everything from buying a vehicle to changing the 

oil. It is important for students to know how to perform basic tasks such as checking the fluids and changing a flat tire on their    

vehicle and this course gives them that experience. As for the other course, Cabinetry is a course that focuses on cabinet and       

furniture construction. Students will have the opportunity to build two different styles of cabinets and a coffee table. There will also 

be a new class that will be added for the 2016-2017 school year, Metals II. Metals II is an advanced class that will focus on         

advancing their welding and fabrication skills. This class will also allow students to design and construct their own metals project. I 

feel it is important for students to have a variety of courses to choose from while in high school and it is my goal to give them as 

many opportunities possible.  

The math department has had some exciting opportunities for students this year.  On December 17 th, our Calculus class accepted 

an invitation from Central High School’s Calculus class and their teacher, Mr. Harnet, to a series of presentations called their 

“Calculus tea”.  Central students work in groups on a project or question that can be answered using Calculus, then present their 

findings at a social where college professors and other teachers are invited for beverages, treats, and to walk around and explore 

each groups presentation. 

Mr. Ruetten received an informal invitation and asked if he could bring his whole 

class with.  Mr. Ruetten noted, “We couldn’t just show up without something of 

our own”, so the students developed a program that displayed the relationship   

between a function, its derivative, and a tangent line. The students and Mr. Ruetten 

found the morning very interesting and fun.   Mr. Harnet liked the De Soto       

students’ presentation, and Ben said the tea was very good.   Pictured: Central’s 

calc teacher Mr. Harnet, Ben Poulin, Bailey Gianoli, Ben Wallin. 

Our school is also participating in two math contests this year.  The first is 

called MathCON and is for any student grade 6-12 who wants to participate.  

The students will be competing on February 17th with thousands of other   

students across the country from the comfort of our own school.  Any student 

who receives a high enough score will be invited to finals at the University of 

Illinois – Chicago in April.  The high school is also participating in the Twin 

Conference Math Contest on March 7th and 8th.  Four students from each 

grade will be selected and will compete against other students in surrounding 

schools.  There will be an individual test and a team test and the top schools 

will be given awards based on the scores of both tests. 

This year a Math Club was started by Ms. Oswald.  Math 

Club is for anyone in Middle or High School who want to 

attend.  We learn interesting math concepts with a hands-on 

approach.  So far, we have learned about the Golden Ratio, 

Mobius strip, tessellations, and fractals.  This club will      

continue for the rest of the year looking at other cool math 

concepts to engage students in mathematics.  Pictured to the 

right is a  3-D fractal cut-out that was made in one of the 

meetings.  

Math Department News 

Math Challenges 
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De Soto Choir Students to perform at Walt Disney World in Florida 

High School choir students at De Soto are getting excited for their  

upcoming trip to Florida, March 18-27th, 2016.  They will be           

performing at Epcot Center at the Walt Disney World Resort, as well 

as participating in a choral workshop at Disney.  

Their performance at Epcot will include several songs from the 1950’s 

and 1960’s, as well as some contemporary pieces.  This performance 

opportunity fulfills many of the standards set forth in the National Core Arts Standards in which students create, perform,   

respond, and connect.  

The workshop at Disney is also an exciting opportunity for our students.  The ultimate educational goal in this workshop is to 

teach the students about a day in the life of a professional singer. They will focus on live performance as well as recording  

studio experience and the skills needed in each of these areas.  For the recording studio portion, students will get to experiment 

with voiceover techniques as well as recording vocals for one of Disney’s animated movie trailers. The experience will       

reinforce what their director, Craig Pierce, is teaching every day in the classroom and give them tools to continue that growth.  

Students have been working hard fundraising for their trip.  If you would like to contribute to making this possible for our   

students, feel free to give us a call at 608-648-0100.  

De Soto Guitar Class Receives Donation 

The De Soto High School Guitar Class received a 

generous donation from Vernon Communications 

this fall.  The donation included several guitars, a 

new amplifier, as well as several cables.  Mr. 

Pierce’s guitar class has been a big hit, and has  

record numbers of students involved this year.  

“Many of our original guitars are seeing their age,” 

said Mr. Pierce.  “This donation couldn’t have 

come at a better time.”  Students in class can either     

provide their own guitar or use a school guitar for a 

minimal fee.  This allows students who don’t want 

to commit to buying a guitar an opportunity to use 

one from the school to learn.   

De Soto Guitar students show off 

their guitars near the outdoor 

classroom this past fall.  

De Soto Choir Open Mic Night Fundraiser 

March 2, 2016  6pm   

TICKETS $8  

De Soto High School choir members will be putting on a fundraiser on March 

2nd at 6pm for their upcoming trip to Florida  A spaghetti dinner will be served 

in the high school commons with students offering entertainment; playing piano, guitar, 

and singing various song selections.  Tickets are $8 and can be purchased in advance 

from choir members or by calling the High School office at 608-648-0100.  A limited 

number of tickets will be available at the door.  The students will also be drawing the 

winner of the kayak raffle, which has been another successful fundraiser for the group.  

A limited number of tickets remain for the 1200 Solara kayak which has a retail value of 

two thousand dollars.  Tickets for the kayak are $10 each.  We hope to see you at the 

open mic night! 

Senior Video available for purchase & Your help needed! 
The high school Audio Video Production class has begun putting    

together this year’s senior video.  If you have any short video clips of 

this year’s senior class members that could be included in the video, 

please let us know.  Ideas include cute videos of our seniors when 

they were younger, sports triumphs, musical performances… you 

name it.  Videos can be submitted via e-mail, flash drive, DVD, or 

VHS tape.  We would also take any copies of 

pictures that you have of the senior class from 

their younger years.  The deadline for submitting 

materials is March 30th.  If you have questions,  

contact Mr. Pierce at 608-648-0143.  

Dinner at 6:30pm , Program at 7pm 

FFA Alumni are invited to attend. Chapter 
and state awards will be presented.  

De Soto FFA 

Annual Banquet 
Wed, March 9th 
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1/30-2/1/16                                                                                                                                           DHS Seniors   

Twenty De Soto Agriculture seniors enjoyed the annual senior Ag trip to Chicago. They travelled via Amtrak from 

La Crosse and stayed two nights in the Palmer House Hilton in the loop. They enjoyed the Willis Tower (formerly 

Sears), Museum of Science & Industry, Shedd Aquarium, Field Museum, and the Federal Reserve. Other schools 

that travelled with us were Viroqua, Kickapoo, La Farge, Seneca, Westby, Brookwood, and River Ridge. Highlights 

were The Bean, U-505 submarine, dolphin show, 4D aquarium show, Crocs shoe store, Chicago deep-dish pizza, 

and Miller’s Pub’s RIBS! - Mr. Ron Von Glahn and Mrs. Sullivan    

 

Saraya Boardman, Lance Buckles, Alara Caliskan, Monica Crowley, Casey Fremstad, Bailey Gianoli, Maddie Hermeier 
Ben King, Jess King, Dylan Krause, Kassidy Kreuzer, Marissa Kunert, Vanessa Larson, Ruby Lensing,                
Taylor Manders, Trisha Nickelotti, Emma Penchi, Maddie Stilwell, Hunter Thompson, Cass Trussoni  
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To help raise funds for the Art Club Europe Trip, once again the Art Department had a successful painting party at the De Soto 

Community Center on January 23rd. There were over 30 participants painting that evening with the help of 5 students—Lexi 

Soller, Lane Buchner, Allison Zink, Lauren Voelker, and Julia Stalsberg with Mr. Stingl as the instructor. A big Thank you  

also to Meg Buchner for assisting with the painting party and Cora Gianoli with making the refreshments for this activity. 

As you can see by the large group photo, everyone had a great time and created a masterpiece painting. The next Painting  

Party will be on Saturday, April 9th from 6-8:30pm with refreshments available.  Tickets are currently for sale. 

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT THE ART DEPARTMENT!    THANKS, Mr. Stingl 

Craft Show 

De Soto High School 

615 Main Street 

Saturday March 5th 

9am—2pm 

CONNECTING SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY THROUGH ART 
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Art Show  

Samples 

Dylan Chapes—City landscape 

Lane Buchner—Ceramics 

Grace Mitchell—Ceramic fountain 

Xenia Ibarra—Watercolors 

Katelyn Krause—Watercolors 

Please consider      

attending the De Soto 

Art Exhibit at the     

La Crosse Public     

Library March 2 thru 

March 30th.  Show 

your support for our 

Art Department. 

Allison Zink—Tempera  painting 
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2015 - 2016 Q1 Honor Roll 

11/05/2015 - De Soto High School 

Q1 Honor Roll - 2015-2016 Q1 

 

Grade 12   Grade 11   Grade 10   Grade 9 

Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors 

Fremstad, Casey Erin   Foley, Drew James   Buchner, Lane Elizabeth   Marley, Charles Thomas 

Gianoli, Bailey M   George, Brandon Robert   Chapes, Dylan Kostas   Skau, Hannah Lou 

King, Benjamin Royal   Haakenson, Roxanna Mae   Chapes, Grant William   Tully, Lila Mae 

King, Jessica Hannah   Kuchta, Zachary James   Dammon, Susanna Ardell     

Wallin, Benjamin Robert   Mitchell, Grace Lydia   Hatch, Sebastian Forrest   High Honors 

Wiltinger, Julia Kelsey   Scoville, Logan James   Knutson, Sarah E   Anderson, Riley Jo 

    Tully, Sierra Carrese   Kunert, Johanna Marie   Bronsinski, Ava Claire 

High Honors   Wopat, Julia Carolyn-Rose       Klemme, Elaina Jeannette 

Boardman, Idji Rae       High Honors   Krzewinski, Jennafer Nicole 

Boardman, Saraya Evelyn   High Honors   Audetat, Isabella Mae   Olson, Taylor Renee 

Buckles, Lance Todd   Brosinski, Grace C   Busteed, Anna Nicole   Rem, Brigid Kathleen 

Crowley, Monica Ann   Chapes, Victoria Grace   Gilman, Jordan Marie   Sikora, Jake Waldon 

Hensley, Jakob Alan   Clements, Conner James   Greener, Joel Robert   Woodhouse,Morgan Leigh 

Hermeier, Madeline Ella   George, Darin Anton   Heckler, Ethan Matthew   Zink, Isaiah Mathew 

Holliday, Serena Rae   Lagerman, Ryan Kenneth   Helgeson, Fletcher Eric     

Kunert, Marissa Leanne   Lemke, Morgan Mae   Hobbs, Alex Timothy   Honors 

Malin, Nicholas Philip   McKittrick, Brianna Caroline   Overby, Evan Robert   Beck, Riggin John 

Nickelotti, Trisha Lee   Pedretti, Breanna Rose   Ta, Kelly   Bergum, Drew Anthony 

Penchi, Emma Jo   Scoville, Emily Marlene   Trussoni, Jenna Rae   Heckler, Hannah Olivia 

Poulin, Benjamin Scott   Stalsberg, Julia Marie       Hermeier, Michaela Dianne 

Quamme, Caitlyn Nicole   Steiner, Ricarda   Honors   Hoff, Livia Olson 

Rem, Maura Mary   Veglahn, Rachel Laraine   Boardman, Anthony Michael   Hoff, Wendy Michelle 

Stilwell, Madeline Amy   Voelker, Lauren Renee   Boardman, Cheyanne Jean   Jarzemski, Karmyn Alayna 

Trussoni, Cassidy Jo   Wellman, Rachel Lee   Daentl, McKenna Mercedes   Oliver, JadeAnn Victoria 

    Ziegler, Sean Allen   Martinson, Sierra Hannah   Venner, Brock Ryan 

Honors       Poulin, Jesse Lee   Voelker, Chase Dean 

Alton, Jeffrey Daniel   Honors   Strasser, Olivia Marie     

Caliskan, Alara E   Boardman, Derek James         

Fremstad, Jason Cole   Buckles, Logan Alexander         

Gemein, Coby Daniels   Gillespie, Cassidy Laura Mesa         

Hunze, Skyler Owen   Gillespie, Patrick George         

Krause, Dylan James   Gottbeheat, Morgaine Faith         

Kreuzer, Kassidy Marita   Ibarra, Xenia Marie         

Larson, Vanessa Marie   Johnson, Dylan Lee         

Lensing, Ruby Jean   Krause, Katelyn Marie         

Loutsch, Allen James   Marley, Sam Moussa         

Pavwoski Jr., Jim Alan   Parr, Brandon Jeffrey         

Thompson, Hunter Evan   Perry, Kameron James         

Thompson, Jonathan Kyle   Rice, Benjamin Donald         

    Soller, Alexa Renae         

    Thiede-Hundt, Kendra Lee         

    Zellmer, Gary Alan         

Perfect Honors: Minimum GPA of 4.0 with no Incompletes 

High Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.5 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.0 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 
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2015 - 2016 Q1 Honor Roll 

11/05/2015 - De Soto Middle School  

Q1 Honor Roll - 2015-2016 Q1 

GRADE 8   GRADE 7   GRADE 6 

PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS 

Sikora, Pearl Elizabeth  Buchner, Vincent  Boardman, Joshua Gerald 

Story, Alexis Briana  George, Ellie Elizabeth  Brosinski, Aiden Carl 

  Thompson, Andrew  Dammon, James Paul 

HIGH HONORS    Moser, McKensie Jane 

Arce-Johnson, Analia Estrella  HIGH HONORS  Obert, Hunter James 

Boardman, Alexa Renee   Elston, Nadja Serei   Pedretti, Tanner Thomas 

Boardman, Alexander Glenn   Faulkner, Austin Russell   Story, Ariana Belle 

Boardman, Matthew Allen  Greener, Lily Charlotte  Taylor, Brock James 

Kunert, Michael Joel  Grelle, Aidan Christopher  Walz, Gabriel Christopher 

Larson, Tyler Le Roy  Haakenson, April Marie  Williams, Ashley Denise 

Mikelson, Trevor Paul  Helgeson, Mya Jo  Zimmerman, Amyah Jade 

Nickelotti, Paul Maxwell  Hobbs, Emma Chloe   

Pedretti, Hunter Patrick  Holliday, Isaac David  HIGH HONORS 

Veglahn, James Dwight Ervin   Kunert, Keith William   Adkins, Daniel Edward 

Wilson, Lydia Robyn Rose   Kurszewski, Jacob Matthew   Adkins, Kyle Leon 

Yttri, Brianna Elizabeth  Lemke, Trevor Paul  Audetat, Olivia Marie 

  Lockington, Brooke McKenna  Bannister, Loren Gene 

HONORS   Lowen, Henry Tate   Berra, Michelle Ann 

Busteed, Nathan Ryan  Matson, Alan Jeffrey  Gifford, Jacob Tyler 

Ernst, Connor James   Olson, Alec Conrad   Hauge, Biancca Dawn 

Fruth, Matthew Ray  Russell-Miller, Elynn Claire  Hunter, Robert William 

Huebner, Tymber Anne  Sanding, Trevor Michael  Kuhnke, Haevyn Marie 

Kuhnke, Kyler Roger  Scoville, Alex Edward  Kumlin, Drake Kenneth 

Pedretti, Kaden John  Stevens, Issiah Mathew  Nickolai, Adrian Allen Quincy 

Steger, Carter Gregory  Walz, Lucas Anthony  Obert, McKenna Ann Marie 

Willenberg, Dylan   Young, Jordan Layne   Overby, Emma Grace 

Williams, Adam Richard     Russell-Miller, Evalynn Elise 

  HONORS  Venner, Camryn Nicole 

   Greeno, Ellie Marie   Vento, Trinity Marie  

  Koch, Emilee Jean   

  Kreuzer, Kenzy Maxine  HONORS 

  Kukes, Dalton Gabrial  Fedler, Desiray Jean 

   Larson, Aubree Leigh   Jacobson, Madalen Lucille 

  Mason, Levin Ewell  Lachman, Wyatt Duane 

  Nies, Quinton Richard  McDowell, Kiele Rebecca 

  Penchi, Ella Ann  McKittrick, Cameron Maxwell 

   Randa, Natalie Jo   Mikelson, Brett David 

   Runice, Lilli Quain   Tower, Riley Rae 

      Wa Kiluba, Ngoy Lusanga 

      Woodhouse, Nathan Victor 

      Ziegler, Kelcie Marien 

     

       

       

Perfect Honors: Minimum GPA of 4.0 with no Incompletes 

High Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.5 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.0 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

 



17 

2015 - 2016 Q2 Honor Roll 

01/22/2016 - De Soto High School 

Q2 Honor Roll - 2015-2016 Q2 

 

Grade 12   Grade 11   Grade 10   Grade 9 

Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors 

Gianoli, Bailey M   Foley, Drew James   Buchner, Lane Elizabeth   Marley, Charles Thomas 

King, Benjamin Royal   George, Brandon Robert   Chapes, Dylan Kostas   Skau, Hannah Lou 

King, Jessica Hannah   George, Darin Anton   Chapes, Grant William   Tully, Lila Mae 

Wallin, Benjamin Robert   Haakenson, Roxanna Mae   Dammon, Susanna Ardell     

Wiltinger, Julia Kelsey   Kuchta, Zachary James   Heckler, Ethan Matthew   High Honors 

    McKittrick, Brianna Caroline   Knutson, Sarah E   Anderson, Riley Jo 

High Honors   Mitchell, Grace Lydia   Kunert, Johanna Marie   Bronsinski, Ava Claire 

Boardman, Idji Rae   Scoville, Emily Marlene   Overby, Evan Robert   Heckler, Hannah Olivia 

Boardman, Saraya Evelyn   Scoville, Logan James       Klemme, Elaina Jeannette 

Caliskan, Alara E   Steiner, Ricarda   High Honors   Krzewinski, Jennafer Nicole 

Crowley, Monica Ann   Tully, Sierra Carrese   Audetat, Isabella Mae   Olson, Taylor Renee 

Fremstad, Casey Erin   Veglahn, Rachel Laraine   Boardman, Anthony Michael   Rem, Brigid Kathleen 

Holliday, Serena Rae   Wopat, Julia Carolyn-Rose   Busteed, Anna Nicole   Sikora, Jake Waldon 

Kreuzer, Kassidy Marita       Daentl,McKenna Mercedes   Sutton, Christopher James 

Kunert, Marissa Leanne   High Honors   Gilman, Jordan Marie   Woodhouse,Morgan Leigh 

Malin, Nicholas Philip   Brosinski, Grace C   Greener, Joel Robert   Zink, Isaiah Mathew 

Nickelotti, Trisha Lee   Chapes, Victoria Grace   Hatch, Sebastian Forrest     

Quamme, Caitlyn Nicole   Lagerman, Ryan Kenneth   Helgeson, Fletcher Eric   Honors 

Rem, Maura Mary   Parr, Brandon Jeffrey   Hirsch, Anna   Beck, Riggin John 

Stilwell, Madeline Amy   Rice, Benjamin Donald   Hobbs, Alex Timothy   Bergum, Drew Anthony 

    Stalsberg, Julia Marie   Strasser, Olivia Marie   Hermeier, Michaela Dianne 

Honors   Voelker, Lauren Renee   Ta, Kelly   Hoff, Livia Olson 

Buckles, Lance Todd   Ziegler, Sean Allen   Trussoni, Jenna Rae   Jarzemski, Karmyn Alayna 

Hensley, Jakob Alan           Oliver, JadeAnn Victoria 

Hermeier, Madeline Ella   Honors   Honors   Powell, Taylor Paige 

Hunze, Skyler Owen   Boardman, Derek James   Boardman, Cheyanne Jean   Venner, Brock Ryan 

Larson, Vanessa Marie   Clements, Conner James   Creger, Katelyn Rose   Voelker, Chase Dean 

Lensing, Ruby Jean   Gillespie, Cassidy Laura Mesa   Honken, Skylar David     

Loutsch, Allen James   Gillespie, Patrick George   Martinson, Sierra Hannah     

Manders, Taylor Lynn   Ibarra, Xenia Marie   Poulin, Jesse Lee     

Penchi, Emma Jo   Johnson, Dylan Lee        

Poulin, Benjamin Scott   Lemke, Morgan Mae         

Trussoni, Cassidy Jo   Marley, Sam Moussa         

Zink, Allison Marie   Perry, Kameron James         

   Thiede-Hundt, Kendra Lee       

   Wellman, Rachel Lee       

       

       

       

       

Perfect Honors: Minimum GPA of 4.0 with no Incompletes 

High Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.5 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.0 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 
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2015 - 2016 Q2 Honor Roll 

01/22/16 - De Soto Middle School  

Q2 Honor Roll - 2015-2016 Q2 
GRADE 8   GRADE 7   GRADE 6 

PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS 

Nickelotti, Paul Maxwell   George, Ellie Elizabeth   Boardman, Joshua Gerald 

Sikora, Pearl Elizabeth   Thompson, Andrew James   Brosinski, Aiden Carl 

Spears, Takoda Gene       Pedretti, Tanner Thomas 

Story, Alexis Briana   HIGH HONORS     

Veglahn, James Dwight Ervin   Buchner, Vincent Cade   HIGH HONORS 

    Greener, Lily Charlotte   Audetat, Olivia Marie 

HIGH HONORS   Grelle, Aidan Christopher   Bannister, Loren Gene 

Arce-Johnson, Analia Estrella   Haakenson, April Marie   Dammon, James Paul 

Boardman, Alexander Glenn   Helgeson, Mya Jo   Gifford, Jacob Tyler 

Kunert, Michael Joel   Koch, Emilee Jean   Hauge, Biancca Dawn 

Larson, Tyler Le Roy   Kunert, Keith William   Kumlin, Drake Kenneth 

Mikelson, Trevor Paul   Kurszewski, Jacob Matthew   McKittrick, Cameron Maxwell 

Milliren, Alicia Rose   Lemke, Trevor Paul   Moser, McKenzie Jane 

Pedretti, Hunter Patrick   Lockington, Brooke McKenna   Nickolai, Adrian Allen Quincy 

    Matson, Alan Jeffrey   Obert, Hunter James 

HONORS   Russell-Miller, Elynn Claire   Obert, McKenna Ann Marie 

Boardman, Alexa Renee   Sanding, Trevor Michael   Overby, Emma Grace 

Boardman, Matthew Allen      Russell-Miller, Evalynn Elise 

Busteed, Nathan Ryan   HONORS   Story, Ariana Belle 

Fruth, Matthew Ray   Faulkner, Austin Russell   Taylor, Brock James 

Huebner, Tymber Anne   Fisher Wallin, Leilani Raine   Walz, Gabriel Christopher 

Joseph, Richard G   Fox, Paighton Elizabeth Lee   Williams, Ashley Denise 

Kuhnke, Kyler Roger   Hobbs, Emma Chloe   Zimmerman, Amyah Jade 

Steger, Carter Gregory   Holliday, Isaac David     

Williams, Adam Richard   Kreuzer, Kenzy Maxine   HONORS 

Wilson, Lydia Robyn Rose   Kukes, Dalton Gabrial   Adkins, Daniel Edward 

Yttri, Brianna Elizabeth   Larson, Aubree Leigh   Berra, Michelle Ann 

    Lowen, Hentry Tate   Fedler, Desiray Jean 

  Mason, Levin Ewell  Hunter, Robert William 

    Nickolai, Austin Lee James   Jacobson, Madalen Lucille 

    Olson, Alec Conrad   Kuhnke, Haevyn Marie 

    Penchi, Ella Ann   McDowell Kiele Rebecca 

    Runice, Lilli Quain   Mikelson, Brett David 

    Scoville, Alex Edward   Milliren, Lilliana  Faye 

    Spears, Cierra Jo   Venner, Camryn Nicole 

  Walz, Lucas Anthony  Vento, Trinity Marie 

    Young, Jordan Layne   Ziegler, Kelcie Marien 

         

         

     

     

Perfect Honors: Minimum GPA of 4.0 with no Incompletes 

High Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.5 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.0 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 
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2016-17 Course Scheduling 

February 15-19: Class meetings will be conducted during CST to inform students of the course registration process along with 

provide scheduling materials to all students.  Students will receive a 2016-17 Course Handbook, a schedule planning sheet, and a 

tutorial with step-by-step directions for the online registration process.  The course handbook will also be available online through 

the De Soto website.    
 

Feb 22 – Mar 4: The online registration window will open on February 22 and remain open until March 4th.  Freshmen,       

sophomore and junior students will be allowed to register online at home this year to involve parents in their child’s academic 

course planning.  All 8th grade students will register at school during the school day with staff assistance since they have never 

experienced course registration before.  All students will have the opportunity to register online at school if they cannot or do not 

want to register at home.  Mrs. Jandrin will ensure all students have registered by March 4th and will be available to help all      

students with registration questions or concerns.      
  

Key points to remember when registering for classes: 

 Play close attention to graduation requirements and ensure you have all of the necessary courses.    

 De Soto High School Graduation Credit Requirements: 

  4 English   0.5 Health 

  3 Math    1.5 Vocational 

  3 Science  1.0 Informational Science 

  3 Social Studies  1.0 Fine Arts/Foreign Language 

  1.5 P.E.   9.5 Elective 
 

 Do NOT register for classes you have already taken (except for band and choir).  You are not allowed to receive credit for a 

class twice.  Some course titles have changed, but the class has remained the same.  Even if the course name has changed, you 

are still unable to receive credit for the class twice.   
 

 If you plan to YTY, take an independent study course, or participate in the CO-OP program, you must first register for a full 

schedule of classes.  Once approval has been documented, then your schedule will be changed to reflect the program you are 

participating in.   

Exceptional Students—Quarterly, each department nominates one student for excellence in that area.  Students 

are nominated based on following the PBIS guidelines (respectful, responsible and safe) and accomplishments in the 

subject area.  

 

Quarter 1:  (L-R) Allison Zink—Visual Arts,  McKenna 

Daentl—Social Studies, Dylan Chapes—VoTech, Lila Tully—

Language, Maura Rem—Performing Arts, Bailey Gianoli—

Science, Victoria Chapes—Math and Ben Wallin—Physical 

Education. 

Quarter 2: (L-R) Charley Marley—Math, Chris Sutton—

Physical Education, Brandon Parr—VoTech, Sarah       

Knutson—Social Studies, Julia Wopat—Science and Casey 

Fremstad—Performing Arts. (Not pictured: Serena         

Holliday—Visual Arts and Skyler Hunze—Language) 
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Junior Individual Planning Conferences are Underway! 

Junior Planning Conferences are specially designed conferences for students to focus on their current talents and       

interests, their educational and career development, and receive information to begin planning for their future.   

Topics covered during the Junior Individual Planning Conference include:  

 

It is very exciting to see junior students prep and plan for their next steps as their high school career begins to wind 

down.  All students should be thinking ahead, setting realistic goals for themselves, and creating plans of how they will 

achieve their hopes and dreams.  It’s never too early to begin thinking about your future!   If you’d like more             

information on junior conferences or how to help yourself or your child prepare for their future, please feel free to    

contact the school counselor, Mrs. Jandrin, for more information and resources!  

Looking Ahead to Career and College Readiness: 

The Wisconsin Department of Education will be funding a computer software program called Career Cruising.  We are 

very excited to begin utilizing this amazing resource in hopes to better prepare our students for college and career   

readiness.  Career Cruising will play an essential role in all students’ academic and career development beginning in the 

fall of 2016.  Career Cruising provides the perfect opportunity for the following development: 

Know: Students use Career Cruising to know their skills, aptitudes, and strengths through comprehensive assessments.  

Explore: Students explore post-secondary education pathways and career choices to fully understand their options.  

Plan: They create a plan for success, and use Career Cruising to ensure they stay on track.  

Go: With a plan in hand, it’s time to Go! Students start working today to achieve success tomorrow, with the option to 

re-assess at any time during their academic journey.  

 Transcript Review (G.P.A. & Class Rank)  Graduation Progress & Senior Year Schedule 

 Talents, Interests, & Strengths  Community Service & Involvement 

 Goals & Potential Career Plan  Program Shadows & Campus Visits 

 Post-Secondary Options  College Application Process & Entrance Exams 

 Scholarships & Financial Aid Resources  Answer Any Additional Questions 
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CONGRATULATIONS HIGH SCHOOL 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE HONOREES 

SEMESTER 1 2015-2016 
 

Cloth Letter Eligible  Bar Eligible 

Lane Buchner   Grace Bronsinski (2nd) 

Dylan Chapes   Victoria Chapes (2nd) 

Grant Chapes   Monica Crowley (2nd) 

Susanna Dammon  Casey Fremstad (4th) 

Drew Foley   Brandon George (2nd) 

Joel Greener   Darin George (2nd) 

Sebastian Hatch   Bailey Gianoli (4th) 

Ethan Heckler   Roxanna Haakenson (2nd) 

Sarah Knutson   Serena Holliday (4th) 

Johanna Kunert   Benjamin King (4th) 

Grace Mitchell   Jessica King (4th) 

Evan Overby   Zachary Kuchta (2nd) 

Caitlyn Quamme   Marissa Kunert (4th) 

  Morgan Lemke (2nd) 

  Brianna McKittrick (2nd) 

  Nicholas Malin (4th) 

  Maura Rem (2nd) 

  Emily Scoville (2nd) 

  Logan Scoville (2nd) 

  Julia Stalsberg (2nd) 

  Madeline Stilwell (4th) 

  Cassidy Trussoni (4th) 

  Sierra Tully (2nd) 

  Rachel Veglahn (2nd) 

  Benjamin Wallin (2nd) 

  Julia Wiltinger (4th) 

  Julia Wopat (2nd) 

Requirements for achieving 
Academic Excellence: 

 GPA of 3.5 in each of two 
consecutive semesters 

 There can be no letter 
grade below a “B” and no 
incomplete grades 

 The student must be a full 
time student, carrying a 
full course load according 
to the De Soto Board of 
Education policy 

 First time eligible       
students choose either a 
letter or a pin  

 Subsequent semesters  
students receive          
additional pins  

MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL IMPORTANT DATES 

March 

Tue, March 1—ACT Test—Grade 11 

Wed, March 2—ACT WorkKeys—Grade 11  

Mon, March 7—1st Day of HS Track Practice 

Sun, March 13—Daylight Savings Time Starts 

Mon, March 14—Piano Solo & Ensemble 

Mon, March 14—1st Day of HS Softball Practice 

Tue, March 15—ACT Makeup Day—Grade 11 

Wed, March 16—ACT WorkKeys Makeup Day—Grade 11 

Sat-Sun, March 19-27—Choir Trip  

Mon, March 21—School Board Meeting—LMC—7:00pm  

Mon, March 21—1st Day of HS Baseball Practice 

Thu, March 24—CDE Contest—Platteville 

Thu-Mon, March 24-28—Spring Break 

Mon, March 28-May 20—Forward Assessment Window—

Grades 3-8  

Thu, March 31—End of 3rd Quarter 

April 

Mon, April 4—Grades due to office by Noon 

Thu, April 7—MS/HS Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Sat, April 9—Band Solo & Ensemble 

Fri, April 15—Teacher In-Service 

Fri, April 15—State Forensics 

Mon, April 18—School Board Meeting—LMC—7:00pm  

Wed, April 20—Large Group Contest 

Sat, April 23—Prom  

Mon, April 25-May 27—Aspire Testing Window—9th & 10th 

Grades 

Fri, April 29—State CDE Contest--Madison 

May 

Sun, May 1—Scholarship and NHS Induction—7:00pm—HS 

Commons 

Tue, May 3—Mid-Quarter Progress Reports due to Office by 

noon 

Sat-Wed, May 7-25—FFA Plant Sales—Stoddard, Prairie View 

& MS/HS 

Sun-Thu, May 8-12—8th Grade Washington, DC Trip 

Sun, May 15—MS/HS Band Concert—Old Gym—3:00pm 

Mon, May 16—MS/HS Choir Concert—Old Gym—7:00pm 

Mon, May 16—School Board Meeting—LMC—7:00pm  

Mon-Thu, May 23-26—Semester assessments for seniors 

Fri, May 27—Graduation Day Rehearsal—New Gym—9:00am; 

Graduation—New Gym—7:00pm 

June 

Fri, June 3—Last Day of School—End of 4th Quarter 

Mon-Wed, June 6-8—FFA Tractor Pull-Viroqua 

Mon-Thu, June 13-16—State FFA Convention—Madison  

Middle School Quiz Bowl Team 

De Soto Middle School’s 2016 7th Grade Quiz Bowl team  

consisted of (l to r), Ellie George, Vinnie Buchner, Team   

Captain Alan Matson, Ellie Russell-Miller, Jacob Kurszewski, 

Brooke Lockington, and Anthony Thompson. The six       

members of this year’s DMS team competed against 11 other 

teams and finished in the top 10. Captain Alan Matson        

explained the competition was close, with three teams tying for 

second place, necessitating a tiebreaker round.  “We competed 

well but we just came up short,” said Matson, adding that he 

was proud of how his team worked together, especially during 

the team and speed rounds. “We didn’t have a lot of time to 

answer questions, and I just thought our team got a little     

behind in the first round. We came back strong the second and 

third rounds, but couldn’t catch up. It’s good competition, and 

it was fun,” said Matson.  The annual competition was hosted 

by Mauston middle schoolers at Mauston High School and is 

part of the Mississippi Valley Gifted and Talented Network 

program.  
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REAL  Reading 

 Mrs. Sullivan’s Room 

6th Grade – they have grown         

tremendously at giving speeches and 

making visual aids. 

7th Grade – they have written      

persuasive letters to businesses and 

are eagerly awaiting results. 

8th Grade – they are learning how to 

research AND avoiding plagiarism! 

Mrs. Nolte’s Room 

In English 10, we are currently 

working on a research paper 

about the Civil War era. 

American Lit – they are working 

on a mini research paper about 

the 1950. 

AP English is working on an 

APA Format Cause and Effort 

Paper. 

 

        Mrs. Schwartz’ Room 

Washington D.C. trip is less 

than 75 days away! 

6th Grade – Endangered Animals 

Novel:  Hoot with project  

7th Grade – Short Stories Unit 

They will be writing their own 

story. 

8th Grade – Science Fiction 

         Mr. Morrison’s Room 

We just finished up units for all my 

classes in 9th and 11th grades English. 

9th Grade –persuasive speeches are 

finished and next we will be reading 

novels. 

11th Grade – Power of the Words 

We will be reading novels. 



23 

Mid-Morning Nutrition Break 

Now that the Mid-Morning Nutrition Break at the Middle/High School has been underway for a few weeks, we have seen a 40% 

increase in school breakfast participation.  Some of the items offered are muffins, cereal bars, yogurt, breakfast bars, frudels, mini 

bagels, sausage breakfast bagels, breakfast sandwiches and cereal.  The mid-morning breakfast is offered from 9:25 A.M -9:35 

A.M. The normal breakfast time of 7:40 A.M-8:00 A.M remains the same.   

Students that are approved for free or reduced meals will receive one meal, at either breakfast time, and if they choose to     

participate in both breakfasts, their meal account will be charged full price for the second meal.  Please be sure to have some 

funds in your child(ren)’s meal account or send cash if you want them to have the option to eat two breakfasts.   

Reminder if any parent would like their child to receive only 1 breakfast please contact me at bknutson@desoto.k12.wi.us.  

The first and best tool we can use to make sure all students are successful in school 

is to guarantee that each child begins the day with a healthy and nutritious break-

fast at home or school.  Thank you for helping us to make sure that all of our stu-

dents start the day alert, well fed and ready to learn.   

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer & Provider 

Betsy Knutson  

Food Service Director  

Divergent Choosing Ceremony 
The members of the Young Adolescent Literature 

class doing the Divergent Choosing Ceremony as 

part of their book unit. From left to right: Hunter 

Thompson and Kassidy Kreuzer decided on        

Abnegation, Bailey Gianoli chose Erudite, Alara 

Caliskan went to Candor, Emma Penchi and      

Morgaine Gottbeheat decided on Amity, and Jim 

Pavwoski, Julia Wiltinger, and Maddie Hermeier 

(not pictured) chose Dauntless.  Each student spent 

the week following the example of their faction 

from the book Divergent. 

Forensics Team 2016 

The High School Forensics team has started off the season strong. Seven students attended and      

performed at the University of Wisconsin- Eau Claire Tourney on February 6. Gary Zellmer took 4th 

overall in Demonstration Speaking and Sean Ziegler took 4th overall in Radio Speaking. Kelly Ta, a 

first time participant, earned a perfect score of 25 in Poetry Reading during one round at UW-EC. 

Congratulations to all those who participated! 

Monday, February 8th was the sub district competition, where all participants needed to get two scores 

of at least 16 out of 25 in three rounds. All students made it through and will be performing next at the 

District competition at UW- La Crosse on March 12th. Students who pass through District will be 

heading to State competition in Madison on April 15th.  

 

This year’s participants are: Elaina Klemme, Isabella Audetat, Anna Busteed, 

Grant Chapes, Ethan Heckler, Sierra Martinson, Kelly Ta, Cassidy Gillespie, 

Xenia Ibarra, Sam Marley, Breanna Pedretti, Gary Zellmer, Sean Ziegler,   

Monica Crowley, Casey Fremstad, Jessica King, Ben King, Allen Loutsch, and 

Maddie Stilwell. The Forensics team is coached this year by Melissa Nolte and 

Lucas Gilman.  

mailto:bknutson@desoto.k12.wi.us
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Middle School Wrestling 

The Middle School Wrestling season has come and gone. Starting 

out with fourteen athletes and ending the season with twelve, it 

proved to be a successful season for the program. Most of the    

wrestlers on the team had prior experience through the De Soto 

youth program, but a select few were true beginners. It is great to see 

student athletes trying different sports and staying active no matter 

which sport they decide to compete in. Middle school athletes have 

the opportunity to compete in both basketball and wrestling as the 

two seasons do not overlap one another. This is a great opportunity 

to increase the numbers for both sports. The middle school wrestlers 

worked hard and wrestled tough this season which proved to pay off 

as most of them ended the season with winning records. The middle 

school wrestling coaching staff, including Gary Scoville and Daron 

Fuglsang, are very grateful for the school and community support 

throughout the season. We feel that everyone had fun this season 

and we look forward to next year and the talent and athletes that 

come with it. 

HIGH SCHOOL WINTER SPORTS BANQUET 

The Winter Sports Banquet will be held on Tues., March 15th in the 

High School commons.  Pot-luck dinner will start at 7:00pm and 

awards will follow starting at 7:30pm. 

Girls and Boys basketball families are asked to bring a casserole or 

salad to pass.  Wrestlers families are asked to bring a dessert to pass. 

SPRING SPORTS START DATES / PARENT MEETINGS 

March 7th—High School Track  /  Parent Meeting March 10th at 6:30pm 

March 14th—Softball  /  Parent Meeting March 15th at 6:30pm 

March 21st—Baseball  /  Parent Meeting March 15th at 6:00pm 

March 30th—Middle School Track  /  Parent information will be sent home 

Join Wisconsin’s fastest-growing high school sport! 

Schools throughout Wisconsin are already joining the     

Wisconsin State High School Clay Target League’s 2016 

spring league. More than 1,200 student athletes and 50 teams  

are expected to participate! The deadline for teams to join the 

League is March 1. 

It’s fun for everyone… 
The purpose of the Wisconsin State High 

School Clay Target League is to attract 

students to participate in shooting sports while creating 

friendly competition among high schools throughout        

Wisconsin. With the assistance of hundreds of volunteer 

coaches and parents, student athletes in grades 6 thru 12    

represent their school and compete in weekly trap shooting at 

their local shooting range. Scores are submitted online and 

compared with other school trap teams within their            

conference. These Teams provide a safe, comfortable,        

positive team environment that enhances a student athlete’s 

character and personal growth through safe, educational and 

socially acceptable involvement in shooting sports. 

De Soto is signing up students for the 2016 Trap League    

season, you do not have to be a De Soto student to join our 

team, homeschool or Virtual students are welcome to be part 

of our team also. We are also looking for volunteers and 

coaches to help the team this year.  Please contact Scott 

Kelly with any questions. skelly@desoto.k12.wi.us or      

648-0116. 

Thank you, and together we can get our kids back outdoors.  

Football News 

Football equipment issue will be held on  

August 1st with practice beginning on August 

2nd. All paperwork will need to be turned in 

prior to the start of practice. All forms,     

calendars, and team   information can be 

found on the football website. Football camp 

information will also be available on the 

website once we set the date.  

https://sites.google.com/a/desotopirates.org/

de-soto-football/ 

Go Pirates!  

December 1st De Soto head football 

coach Ev Wick was presented a 

plaque from Athletic Director Scott 

King on his 100 career wins. Ev’s 

100th win came October 2, 2015 vs 

Kickapoo/La Farge 21-14 De Soto 

victory.  

WINS 

United States Military School Visits 

Most months during the school year, one or more branches of the United States Military set up an informational table during high 

school lunch. The information table is located just outside the cafeteria in the entrance hallway. Military personnel do not move 

about the cafeteria and those students interested in learning about a particular branch of service must approach the information 

table of their own accord. During the year, representatives from the Army National Guard visit the middle/high school campus for 

purposes including providing ASVAB testing results, fitness instruction including a climbing wall experience, social studies Civil 

War presentations and bullying education services.  

mailto:skelly@desoto.k12.wi.us
https://sites.google.com/a/desotopirates.org/de-soto-football/
https://sites.google.com/a/desotopirates.org/de-soto-football/
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Varsity Boys Basketball 
“When you’ve got something to prove, there’s nothing greater 

than a challenge.” De Soto Boys Basketball team have proved 

that at times they can play with the best teams in the conference. 

They have been challenged throughout the season and have 

shown flashes of being a team who can compete for conference 

titles and make playoff runs. The season started with the Pirates 

jumping out to a 7-1 start. From there the Pirates have seen 

some ups and downs, dealing with injuries and players figuring 

out their roles. The last couple weeks the Pirates have been 

playing good basketball and they hope it continues as they   

finish up the regular season and head into playoffs. Consistency, 

toughness, and discipline are some of the skills the Pirates need 

to continue to improve on in the future. The Pirates will take a 

winning record into the playoffs for the first time since 2007-

2008,  and will look to have some postseason success. 

JV Boys Basketball 
Returning a lot of key players and adding some talented new 

faces, the Boys Junior Varsity basketball team has had a 

pretty successful season. The JV team has worked extremely 

hard and continues to grow and improve every day. Summer 

basketball really helped players improve skills, develop an 

understanding of the game, and prepare them for this      

season. JV success will hopefully lead to continuous       

Varsity success in the near future.  The future for Boys   

Basketball  program looks to be perpetually headed in the 

right direction.  Hopefully the success will continue and 

come with some hardware. 

JV Girls Basketball 
With a new JV coach the girls & Ms. Hopkins have been 

learning lots!  The girls have been working hard and there is 

a lot of potential coming off an 8-5 season. 

Varsity Girls Basketball 
Mr. Eliason is in his 4th year as Head Coach and said it has been 

an exciting season.  The girls are making a hard run at the post 

season having won 7 of their last 8 games.  The Lady Pirates 

start Regional play February 23rd against Potosi with the top 2 

scoring players in the Ridge & Valley Conference, Rachel 

Veglahn and Julia Wopat.  Good Luck ladies! 

Wrestling 
The De Soto Wrestling Team headed into Sectionals with two 

wrestlers this year.  Lance Buckles finished 2nd to qualify for 

a return trip to the State tournament while Jakob Hensley 

made his first trip to Sectionals for the Pirate Wrestlers.  Great 

Season Jakob and best of luck at State to Lance! 
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FFA National Convention 

Attending the National FFA Convention in Louisville Kentucky this year 

were De Soto FFA members Jess King, Ben King, Kameron Perry, Sierra 

Martinson, Madeline Hermeier, Skylar Hunze and Brandon Parr. They toured 

the Corvette factory in Bowling Green, Mammoth Cave, Louisville Slugger 

bat factory and the Mohammad Ali museum. While at the convention they 

heard the Keynote address from Rick Rigsby and walked many miles in the 

Career expo.   

SPRING PLAY  
 

“The Little Prince” by Rick Cummins 

and John Scoullar, from the book by 

Antoine de Saint Exupery  

 

Performances: Thursday, March 31st 

and Friday, April 1st at 7 pm 

MS Girls Basketball A-Team 

MS Girls Basketball B-Team 

MS Boys Basketball 8th Grade Team 

MS Boys Basketball 6th & 7th Grade Team 

SPRING BOOK FAIR COMING! 

During the first week of March, a book fair will be held in the  

De Soto Middle/High School library.  This fair will be a BUY 

ONE, GET ONE FREE event.  More details about the fair will be 

provided to students during daily school announcements. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!     Wellness Club Color Run 

           April 30th 10:30am         Stoddard Park 

Details will be posted to the District website very soon! 



27 

Focus and Support Groups offered at De Soto Middle//High School  

De Soto Middle/High School will be providing an opportunity for student 

to voluntarily join a focus or support group lead by the school counselor, 

Mrs. Jandrin, offered during CST time.  The two groups that will be    

offered include a focus group and a grief support group.  The two groups 

are voluntary, meaning students are self-referred or referred by parents.   

The groups are designed to provide a positive support system for students 

focusing on a variety of topics.  The groups are aimed at providing      

curriculum on the competencies and indicators of the American School 

Counseling (ASCA) National Model which will be reflected on the      

personal/social domain.  

The grief support group will focus primarily on assisting students in working through feelings, 

thoughts, and memories associated with a tragedy or the loss of a loved one.  The purpose of the  

focus group involves integrating topics into group discussion to help student cope with everyday life 

stressors.  Topics that will be integrated into the grief focus group include: countering anxiety,     

assertive communication, goal setting and stages of change, discussion on forgiveness, coping skills, 

conflict resolution, medial messages, and relaxation techniques.   

At De Soto Middle/High School our goal is to maintain strict confidentiality when it comes to school and support groups.  Student 

will be provided with a detailed description identifying the meaning, importance and terms of confidentiality.  Confidentiality will be 

revisited each meeting and all student in the group will complete a consent form detailing the terms of confidentiality.  Our ultimate 

goal is to keep all students safe.  There are exceptions to confidentiality which include reporting the following: student in danger of 

harming self, student in danger of harming others, student in danger of being harmed by others.   

Contact Information: 

Please do not hesitate to ask any questions.  You may contact Kirsten Jandrin by email at kjandrin@desoto.k12.wi.us or Mrs.    

Gronning at lgronning@desoto.k12.wi.us.  You may also call 608-648-0115 with any concerns or questions.    

SENIORS—FEDERAL STUDENT AID APPLICATION 

Don’t forget to fill out the online FAFSA form! FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal Student Aid. The FAFSA is used 

by colleges to determine eligibility for their own institutional financial aid programs. The FAFSA could be your ticket to grants, 

low interest loans and/or work study programs for college. We encourage ALL STUDENTS who are going on to universities or 

technical colleges to fill out the FAFSA online no matter how much aid you think you will or won’t receive. Students need to be 

accepted into a university or technical college before submitting the FAFSA application. 

 What you’ll need to complete the FAFSA: 

                        *FAFSA Website: www.fafsa.ed.gov 

                        *Get a pin number at: www.pin.ed.gov 

                        *Student Social Security Number 

                        *Student Drivers License Number 

                        *Student and Parent W-2 forms 

                        *Student and Parent Federal Income Tax returns 

                        *Current bank statements, stock records, bonds, and other investments 

                        *Records of other untaxed income such as social security, temporary assistance to needy families (TANF), welfare, 

                          and/or veterans benefits 

                        *Your business or farm records if applicable 

                        *Acceptance into a university or technical college 

https://mail.desoto.k12.wi.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=XuO-bCuuJ0us3KtGJxN7kjVvaBYkO9MIA8ilxTuZEAtgyV30X8GEsbYC3M-FCi9hhQWpn_K_kDc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fafsa.ed.gov
https://mail.desoto.k12.wi.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=XuO-bCuuJ0us3KtGJxN7kjVvaBYkO9MIA8ilxTuZEAtgyV30X8GEsbYC3M-FCi9hhQWpn_K_kDc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pin.ed.gov
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Prairie View Spelling Bee 

Prairie View held their annual spelling bee in   

January. Avyn       

Holliday was crowned 

the champion and  

Lukas Lebakken 

earned runner-up   

honors. Avyn went on 

to compete at the   

regional spelling bee 

in Bangor. Congrats to 

all of the participants. 

Stoddard and Prairie View fifth grade classes had another wildly successful ski trip to Mount La Crosse on January 28th. The  

students went through a training session and learned some of the basics of downhill skiing. Many of the students impressed and 

amazed with their talents and abilities.  The weather for the event was a balmy 30 degrees, which added to the fun.  Mr. Olson and 

Mr. Wick also had their skiing talents on display.  While Mr. Paletta avoided potential injury by tending to the warming shelter.  

5th Grade Ski Trip to Mt. La Crosse 

Stoddard Elementary Spring Concert  
Thursday, May 5th in the Stoddard Elementary gym  

 

Grades K-2 at 2 pm for staff and students.  

Parents and community members  

welcome.  
 

Grades 3-5 at 6:30 pm  

The Power of Wind 

The students in Mr. Wick's 5th grade class just completed a 

unit on renewable energy resources. They put their knowledge 

to use and made wind powered cars using a wide variety of  

materials.  

Prairie View Elementary Spring Concert  
Monday, May 9th in the Prairie View Elementary gym 

  

Grades K-2 at 2 pm for staff and students.  

Parents and community members  

welcome.  
 

Grades 3-5 at 6:30 pm  
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ELEMENTARY GUIDANCE LESSONS: 

Grades PreK - 2nd have enjoyed learning the fundamentals of learning through a fun and 

interactive curriculum.  The Student Success Skills: Ready to Learn curriculum took the       

students on an adventure through the transformation of a caterpillar, Fuzzy, into a beautiful  

butterfly and along the way he learned to pay attention, listen and understand, ask questions, 

and never give up along the way.  Fuzzy’s fun and exciting lessons were a great way to start off 

the year which students will now build off of those fundamental skills for months to 

come.  While the “Fuzzy” lessons have been wrapped up, students continue to reference Fuzzy 

and all of his forest friends.  Moving on to different guidance topics, our lessons now will focus 

on social skills and emotional development.  Specifically, students are currently working on 

building their feelings vocabulary and learning how to identify and express an array of f 

eelings.  Lessons will continue to build on each other and branch off to cover important topics 

such as empathy, friendship and bullying, problem solving and conflict resolution, goal setting, 

decision-making, and much more.  We are looking forward to continuing our academic,       

personal/social, and career development throughout the rest of the year.     

Grades 3rd - 5th have been working hard on the 7 Habits of Happy Kids since the beginning of the year.  So far students have 

learned to “Be Proactive” and “Begin with the End in Mind”.  Our lessons on “Be Proactive” involved students learning to take   

control of themselves, their behavior, and their choices.  They learned the that only they are in control of them and they have to   

decide whether they will make good or poor choices.  “Begin with the End in Mind” focused on students thinking of their own short 

term and long term goals and then creating a plan to achieve those goals.  Throughout the rest of the year, students will learn habits 3

-7 which include: 3) Put First Things First 4) Think Win-Win 5) Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood 6) Synergize 7) 

Sharpen the Saw (Life balance). 

Currently, the 3rd-5th grade students are putting a pause on their 7 Habits of Happy Kids lessons, to focus on the very important  
topic of “Bullying”.  To help the students relate to the very sensitive topic, we will be reading and discussing the well known Weird! 
book series.  Throughout the bullying unit, students will be exposed to the different roles of those involved in bullying, learn ways to 
empower themselves and others to be “up-standers” and also develop skills and coping mechanisms to help themselves and others if 
they are ever involved in a bullying situation.  The following information provides more detailed information on the Weird! book 
series. 

Weird!, Dare!, and Tough! are part of the Weird series, true-to-life stories of bullying from all perspectives: the target, the bystander, 

and the child doing the bullying.  The book series is written by Erin Frankel. 

WEIRD! “Luisa is repeatedly teased and called “weird” by her classmate Sam, even though she is simply being herself - laughing 

with her friends, answering questions in class, greeting her father in Spanish, and wearing her favorite polka-dot boots.  Luisa      

initially reacts to the bullying by withdrawing and hiding her colorful nature.  But with the support of her teachers, parents,        

classmates, and one special friend named Jayla, she is able to reclaim her color and resist Sam’s put-downs.”    

DARE! “Jayla feels threatened by her classmate Sam, who has bullied her in the past for her “nerdy” love for astronomy and 

stars.  Sam is now bullying Jayla’s friend Luisa, and she enlists Jayla to participate.  Jayla reluctantly joins in but soon realizes it is 

wrong.  With the help of caring adults and friends, Jayla comes to sympathize with Luisa and finds the courage to dare to stand up to 

Same and put an end to the bullying.” 

TOUGH! “Sam is concerned about keeping things orderly and “cool” at school.  She thinks people need to have a tough skin in order 

to fit in and withstand others’ meanness and lack of cooperation.  Sam teases her free-spirited classmate Luisa and enlists a friend, 

Jayla, to help.  But when same is confronted by a concerned teacher about her bullying, and Jayla turns on Same and befriends Luisa, 

Sam begins to show some heart and rethink her treatment of others.” 
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Stoddard Invention Fair Winners 

(L to R) Leyna Sonnenfeld, Hazel Skarlupka 

Third graders at Stoddard Elementary had the    

opportunity to participate in the MVGTN Invention 

Fair.  Those students that participated created great 

inventions that would make life easier.               

Congratulations to Hazel Skarlupka who will take 

her invention, the EZ Tape Dispenser, to the 

MVGTN Invention Fair in Cashton. Also,          

congratulations to Leyna Sonnenfeld who will be 

the alternate inventor for this year’s Invention Fair 

for her creation of the Noelle Snack.  

 
Prairie View  Stoddard  

Hippy Van:  Camoflames: 

Ethan N   Anesah E 

Evan K   Dakota L 

Hunter I   Gracyn B 

Levi E   Navaeh S 

 

Book Blasters:  Stoddard Flaming Books: 

Abrianna M   Abigail E 

Emily F    Amanda M 

Jerry W   Elissa M 

Kyle J   Lillian G 

   Sophia O 

 

Radioactive Readers: Fancies: 

Avyn H   Addisyn T 

Cadence T  Anastasia Z 

Ian M   Bryan M 

Rhiannon B-N  Chelsea G 

   Chrysta M 

 

PBJ Time:  Stoddard Nae-Naes: 

Cheyenne F  Cole W 

Jenna H   Evan C 

Katelyn K  Harley S 

Kylee S   Hessed W K 

Madison K  Landon P 

The DeSoto Middle and High School also have teams preparing for the 

state Battle of the Books event.  Those students include: Pearl Sikora 8, 

Trevor Mikelson 8, Vin Buchner 7, and Riley Tower 6, and Jessica 

King 12, Sean Ziegler 11, Drew Foley 11, Lane Buchner 10, and Taylor 

Powell  9.  Kudos to all the students participating for their effort and      

dedication to reading! 

Battle of the Books 

The Wisconsin Educational Media and Technology Association 

statewide Battle of the Books program is designed to promote a love of 

reading among our students. It encourages students to read a variety of 

books and remember information about the plots, characters, and settings 

of the books. Every question asked in a battle is answered by the title and 

author of the book. It is a fun, academic-based competition that has been 

very successful in school districts throughout the state in encouraging 

students to read. 

On Monday, February 22nd, the battle teams from Stoddard and Prairie 

View will meet at the De Soto Middle/High School library to compete 

against each other.  The highest scoring team from each elementary will 

be the team that represents the school during the online WEMTA battle 

later that week.  We are also planning an event with North Crawford 

schools to be scheduled for March 8th at 9:00 AM.  The students are 

De Soto Youth Wrestling  

Bringing Home the Hardware 

 

(Top L to R) Josh Boardman, Aiden Brosinski,  

Seth Greeno, Trevor Lemke, Alex Scoville,  

Bob Caley (Bottom L to R) Gavin McDowell,  

Kanoa Rodgers, Hayden McDowell,  

Kyle Greeno, Landon Sanders 

Stoddard Students Celebrate 

the 100th day of school 
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Positively Stoddard Students 

 
(L to R) Chrysta Miller, Evan Pedretti, Seth 

Greeno 

 

Congratulations to Chrysta Miller, Evan Pedretti 

and Seth Greeno for being “Positively Stoddard!” 

Students receiving the most tickets for positive 

behavior in a single month become a Positively 

Stoddard Student of the Month.  In the last three 

months we have had three wonderful students.  

Chrysta is our November recipient, Seth is our  

December recipient and Evan is our January     

recipient! We are very proud of you!  Keep up    

the good work! 

Stoddard Elementary Celebrates Their 

Teacher of the Year 

 

(L to R) Jennifer Jaekel, Amy Hysel, Tony Paletta, Anna 

Karasek, Allyson Wozney, Abbey Sedlmayr, Mike 

Chapes 
 

Mr. Tony Paletta is Stoddard Elementary Teacher 

of the Year!  Tony has spent the past 14 years   

enriching the lives of young people in our district, 

teaching math at the middle school, and now at the 

5th grade level.   Tony does a nice job connecting 

with students that are often hard-to-reach.  He   

believes every student can learn, and does this by 

instilling a priceless sense of confidence and     

independence in his students.   
From his colleagues Tony is looked at as a person 

they can count on.  He is willing to help his fellow 

co-workers whenever there is a need.  They       

consider him to be trustworthy, caring, friendly and 

always supportive.  Tony is a person who truly 

cares about every student and staff in our school, 

and wants what is best for everyone at Stoddard 

Elementary.   Congratulations! 

THANK YOU STODDARD PTO, 

FOR PROVIDING A MEAL FOR STAFF 

DURING CONFERENCES.  

 

Stoddard Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to Cole Walz who was crowned the champion and 

Gracyn Beck who earned runner-up honors.  Great job all contestants. 

Five Stoddard Elementary fifth grade students attended a January 

math competition in Bangor.  The competition was fierce and the 

team and individuals placed in the top half of the forty-plus schools 

competing.   Mr. Paletta was extremely proud of the efforts made 

by the students and even more proud of how they represented 

Stoddard Elementary and the De Soto School District.   

Congratulations to all of the students involved.   

From Left: Elissa 

Moser, Lillian Gamer, 

Harley Schams, Evan 

Pedretti, and Jed Curti 

Stoddard Math Team 
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NOTICE TO ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  The school newsletter is not sent to all box holders.  It is sent home with students 

and copies will be put in the banks and post offices in the District as well as Pedretti’s in Genoa, Pronto in De Soto, at the Red 

Mound Store and Stoddard Kwik Trip.  It will also be on the district website at http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/.  Please contact us at 

648-0102 if you want to receive a copy of the Newsletter. 

Contact Numbers 
 

District Office (608) 648-0102 

Middle/High School Office (608) 648-0100 

Stoddard Elementary (608) 457-2101 

Prairie View Elementary (608) 648-2227 

School Counselor   

MS/HS [M/W/F] (608) 648-0115 

Prairie View Elementary [T] (608) 648-2227 

Stoddard Elementary [Th] (608) 457-2101 

Transportation Office (608) 648-3830 

Special Education Director (608) 648-0107 

Athletic Director (608) 648-0113  

WEATHER UPDATE INFORMATION 

Should weather, highway, or special conditions require the cancellation 

or shortening of the school day, this information will be broadcast over 

the following radio and TV stations. Notices will also be displayed on 

the District’s web site as appropriate. In some instances the parent 

email or “Remind” notifications may be utilized: 

WKTY      La Crosse      580 AM         Channel—8      La Crosse     TV 

WIZM      La Crosse       1410 AM       Channel—19    La Crosse     TV  

WRQT     La Crosse        95.7 FM        Channel—7      Waterloo      TV 

WLCX      La Crosse      1490 AM 

WLXR      La Crosse      104.9 FM 

WPRE      Prairie              980 FM 

WVRQ     Viroqua          1360 AM 

WVRQ     Viroqua          102.3 FM 

KNEI        Waukon         1140 FM 

Important Information 

Attendance Reminder:  Attendance at school is essential to the successful completion of an education. Good communication     

between school and home regarding absences is a major responsibility for the school and the parent/guardian. Part of the school’s 

mission is to teach students good work habits, which includes regular attendance. All attendance matters (signing in or out, special 

leave requests, passes to leave school, reporting absences, etc.) are handled at each school’s office. Please report all absences by 

10:00am by calling your child’s school.  If we do not hear from you, we will attempt to contact you to verify the absence. If no    

contact occurs, the absence will be considered unexcused. 

If your child arrives late for school:  Please send a note with your child or call your school’s office.  Middle and High school    

students, upon arrival will sign in and get a pass for class. Elementary students should report to the office for attendance purposes.  

If your child needs to leave school during the school day:  Please send a note with your student in the morning if they are to leave 

school during the day and have them bring the note to the school office before school starts in the morning.  This will help to reduce 

class interruptions.  You will need to sign your student out unless they are a high school student and have been given permission by 

you to drive themselves. Upon returning to school, the student is to sign in at the office and they will receive a pass to return to class.  

Homework Requests:  If you wish to request homework, please let the office know when you call in the absence. 

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/

