
  

DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2017-2018 First Semester Reflections 
 

CELEBRATING LEARNING & ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT! 

Prairie View Elementary students and staff celebrate the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction’s (DPI) 

nomination of their school as a potential recipient of the national Blue Ribbon School Award!  Prairie View 

Elementary was one of eight schools nominated out of 1,233 Wisconsin elementary schools for considera-

tion.  Prairie View teachers, staff and administration will complete an application process that will be           

reviewed by the DPI in March prior to being forwarded for the national review. Schools receiving the award 

will be notified in September. More information on this award nomination is located on page 9. 

 

DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT 
Dedicated to Learning and Growth; Striving for Excellence 

State Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Tony Evers, was a special guest on the first day of school and was  welcomed 

in the MS/HS LMC by students, parents, and staff representing each school building.  He was the featured speak-

er for the all district assembly and Superintendent Evers spoke of the quality of the students he met that morning 

and the excitement of a new school year.  Evers said that if he had kids of school age, he would love to send them 

to De Soto and would encourage others to do so. Evers added, “The pathway to learning is through character and 

knowing every action makes a difference.” 



2 

 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL REFLECTIONS—Contributed by Greg Koelker 

Throughout the day middle and high school students were treated to a variety of informative and inspirational 

presentations from local business and education professionals focused on character, careers, and service 

leadership. There were also team building activities, painting “kindness rocks” with positive messages, and 

wellness topics including a presentation to all 6-12 grade students entitled, “Mental Health First Aid”.   

Special guests included Tom Thibodeau from Viterbo College and keynote speaker, Dave Skogen, a               

community leader, author, philanthropist, and Chairman of the Board of Festival Foods. Skogen told the    

general assembly of K12 students, staff,  and community members that he saw life as having three stages: 

learning, earning, and returning. He encouraged students to make good choices. “A student's achievement 

can be measured in more than just grades. I'll take a C student who has good character traits any day over an 

A student that becomes a slacker,” said Skogen. “It is a person's character that sets them up for success 

throughout life. Companies are looking for people with strong character today; the technical skills we can 

teach them." 

Skogen has created a new program called “Character Lives”. He developed the program that focuses on 

spreading compassion and kindness.  The De Soto Area Schools have adopted Character Lives for this 

school year.  A total of 24 local schools have also adopted the program. Skogen added that he believes that 

other districts could learn from De Soto, a front-runner in character building. 

DE SOTO WELCOMES                                            

STATE SUPERINTENDENT EVERS! 

The De Soto Area School District was honored by   

Wisconsin State Superintendent, Dr. Tony Evers, who 

started out the first day of the new school year with 

us! Dr. Evers was the featured speaker at a district-

wide assembly hosted at De Soto Middle/High School. 

During the assembly, Dr. Evers recognized students for 

academic achievement and presented years-of-service 

awards to teachers, staff, and retirees. Additionally, 

Dr. Evers assisted Rick Pedretti, School Board         

President in presenting distinguished service awards 

to  community members and agencies, recognizing the 

outstanding educational partnerships through parent 

and community involvement in our schools!   
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_______________SAFE SCHOOLS_______________ 

Vernon County Highway Department—We are so very appreciative of the assistance 

from the Vernon County Highway Department in responding to our request for a speed limit 

sign displaying on-coming traffic speeds as drivers near De Soto Middle/High School. When 

students are present the Speed Limit is 20 mph. This sign is helping drivers  recognize they 

are entering a Safe School Zone and  reduce their speed. Drivers are reminded that students 

can potentially be outside during the day as well, so please be extra cautious and slow down.  

The sign is located on Hwy 82 just east of De Soto MS/HS.  We also appreciate the support by 

the Vernon County Sheriff’s Department to have a temporary Speed Limit/Your Speed sign 

set up the first week of school and again every spring.  

Drop Off/Pick Up—The safest way to drop off or pick up students is at the sidewalks located by door entrances.  

Parents, please remind your child they should not cut in between buses or in front of buses and should only cross the 

road with your supervision. Parents are welcome to pull into parking lots but are cautioned to watch for students 

walking from other vehicles to the entrance areas.  

Vernon County Sheriff Department Deputy Visits to Schools—We are so appreciative of the partnership we 

have with the Sheriff’s Department that contributes directly to student safety and safe schools. Deputies from the 

Vernon County Sheriff’s Department frequently visit each school building and are often in our buildings more than 

once a week. The Deputies take time to visit classes, walk hallways, check  external doors and visit with students and 

staff as time allows. 

It Can Wait Program—De Soto High School Students learned about the dangers of smartphone use while driving   

at an It Can Wait event hosted by AT&T, AAA and the Wisconsin State Patrol. The all-school assembly featured                

a video from the perspective of actual victims and those 

whose use of cell phones resulted in life changing and life             

ending accidents. Additionally, three high school students  

participated in a simulation driving and texting test which was 

projected on the large screen for all students to watch.  

Pictured L-R: Trooper Chris Sukis; Sgt. Frye with the Vernon 

County Sheriff’s Department; students Sierra Martinson, Evan 

Overby, Charlie Marley, Joel Greener and Jennafer Krzewinski; 

Nick Jarmusz of AAA; and Jim Jermain of AT&T Wisconsin.  

 

Drug Free School District—Additionally, regular K9 searches are conducted. This is part of the safe schools 

initiative and is both proactive and promotes non-use, possession, buying or selling.                                   

The De Soto Area School District is committed to maintaining a drug free environment and the policies and 

guidelines in place are applicable to all students, employees, and outside groups or individuals using our 

facilities. Due to our commitment to health and wellness, help is available for students or staff through   

assistance programs.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact one of our school counselors, Mrs. 

Jandrin (MS/HS) at 608-648-100 or Mrs. Aspenson (Elem.) at Prairie View: 608-648-2227 or at Stoddard: 

608-457-2101. Please help us educate and promote Drug Free Schools and communities!      
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WiRSA SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER OF THE YEAR—Rick Pedretti                   
received the School Board Member of the Year award this past fall 
from the Wisconsin Rural Schools Alliance. Rick was honored for his 
14 years of service on the De Soto’s school board, 12 of which he has 
served as president. Rick’s commitment was noted by the presenter 
as he was recognized for serving on the District’s Finance & Personnel 
and Buildings & Grounds school board committees as well as being an 
active participant in board Policy Committee meetings. Rick was   
commended for being a “strong advocate for recruitment and        
retention of quality teachers and the development of innovative    

educational opportunities for students”.  Rick was also recognized for his commitment of personal time representing 
the De Soto District at local, regional and state conferences as well as serving on the WiRSA Board of Directors.                          
Photo:  Rick Pedretti center with WiRSA program presenters.       

WADA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD—Terry Russell received the Wisconsin Athletic Directors Association 
(WADA) District 3 Distinguished Service Award at the WADA Annual Conference held in Wisconsin Dells this past           
November. Terry was nominated by De Soto’s athletic director and was voted by the District 3 Athletic Directors as 
the award recipient. The following is an excerpt from the  WADA program honoring Terry. 

Terry has been an integral part of the De Soto High School athletic 
program for the past 35 years. During those years, Terry has served 
video taping every varsity football game, as well as taking tickets, 
working the clock and scoreboard, doing game book keeping,     
selling T-shirts, and supervising and managing events. Terry’s true 
love is baseball, and he gladly volunteers his time and equipment in  
preparing and designing the baseball and softball fields, continuing 
each year with their maintenance. He advocates for player      
recognition and wants nothing more than to see De Soto student-
athletes succeed. What really stands out  is Terry’s continued   
commitment to the athletic programs long after his and Becky’s 
own six children have graduated.   

Photo:  L-R Becky and Terry Russell with Scott King 

Ronald VonGlahn Selected for National Lifetime Achievement Award  

Ronald VonGlahn of De Soto, Wisconsin, is one of only six individuals nationwide selected for the 2017 National    
Association of Agricultural Educators Lifetime Achievement Award. He was recognized for his many contributions to 
the profession of agricultural education on December 8 at the NAAE annual convention in Nashville. VonGlahn taught 
agricultural education for 31 years in Wisconsin and Iowa, serving as a teacher in both states during the 2014-2015 
school year to ensure Lansing High School in Iowa had an agriculture teacher and FFA advisor.   

One of VonGlahn’s career highlights was serving as the regional high school Harvest Challenge coordinator.                         
To  compete in the Harvest Challenge, teams of students develop a school 
lunch that costs under $1.10 using products grown in a farm to school         
program. In 2014 the De Soto team was named the Harvest Challenge     
Champions and was selected for the people’s choice award in 2015.  

 VonGlahn was also a mentor for his agricultural education colleagues.  He  
was the lead teacher and coordinator for the Jag Lake FFA Camp in Vilas  
County and presented workshops at conferences to teach his peers about   
implementing farm-to-school initiatives and beekeeping into their programs.     

Pictured to the right are Glenda Crook, NAAE Region III Vice President, Glenn 
Sims, National FFA Foundation representative, and Scott Stone, NAAE        
President presenting Ron with his award. 
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Information previously shared in Spring/Summer 2017 District News-

letter—Field and creek mitigation includes the following: 

1)  Regrading—The P.E./practice field is lowered to intentionally  

allow for excess creek and stormwater flow storage during large 

rainfall events. This connects the creek to it’s natural storage area 

(pre-2008 relocation of creek). A storage area lowers creek water 

elevations during high flows, as well as reduces creek velocity and 

shear stress that erode banks. 2)  Water stored on the P.E./practice 

field is directed back to creek, as opposed to the main field.                         

3)  Main field elevation is raised and crowned to maximum slope  

allowed by WIAA and NFHS regulations for high school football fields to both prevent field from inundation during 

high creek flows, as well as better  drainage if runoff does enter the field. 4)  Improved sideline drainage away 

from team areas to eliminate sideline ponding during games after heavy rains. 5)  Use of rock size mixes, topsoil, 

seed, mulch and vegetative stream bank restoration will provide maximum stability and protection of stream 

banks, while maintaining creek quality and aesthetics. 

CONTOUR ELEVATION      ——-600—— 

ALIGNMENT STATIONING       2+00.00 

BANK STABILIZATION    

P.E./PRACTICE FIELD                               

STREAMBANK STABILIZATION 

FOOTBALL 
FIELD                               
STREAMBANK               
STABILIZATION 

UNDERDRAIN OUTLETS;                        

BUILD ROCKTOE AROUND 

INVERTS 

De Soto Physical Education/Sports Complex, Creek Banks, Concrete Steps & Sheet Piling Retaining Wall 

STORM—The storm of September 2016 resulted in an exercise of collaborative efforts on the part of the De Soto 

District Building & Grounds Committee, Vernon County Emergency Management, Wisconsin Emergency Manage-

ment (WEM) and FEMA. PUBLIC ASSISTANCE—The joint efforts began with a FEMA kickoff meeting in November 

2016 and continued with the submission of 5 project applications totaling over $500,000 covering renovation and 

mitigation work. PROJECTS—The project work includes creek debris removal, repair of sheet piling retaining wall, 

replacement of football and track equipment, renovation of P.E. green space and the football game and practice 

fields, replacement of cement stairway and railing and repair and mitigation work to over 800 linear feet of creek 

bank including the pedestrian bridge. ENGINEERING—The District contracted Stormwater Solutions Engineering for 

engineering analysis and design planning which required restoration to pre-flood conditions and introduction of 

mitigation work that would reduce the potential for future losses similar to the magnitude that resulted from the 

2016 flooding. APPROVALS—Reviews of all plans were governed through an approval process involving state       

departments (archeological, endangered resources and environmental), State Historical Preservation Office, Tribal 

Nation, WI DNR, WEM and FEMA engineers. Approval for the $430,735+ grant supporting the PE/Sports Complex 

was received on August 23, 2017 with the final award announced in November 2017. CONTRACTORS—Work began 

by contractor Smithstonian Materials in early October and on the retaining wall by Brennan Construction later in the 

fall. Work will resume again and with an early spring, and one not overly wet, the renovation will be on track for a 

June 2018 completion.  
FEMA Public Assistance Awards                            

CAT A—Debris Removal $1,667.36                                                   

CAT C—Retaining Wall $36,004.14                                             

CAT E—Shed repair & equipment replacement 

$29,943.70                                                                                      

CAT G—PE/Sports Complex $430,735.53                           

CAT G—Mitigation $4,858.32 

Note:  FEMA funds 75% of approved project 

amounts, WEM funds 12.5% and District is            

responsible for 12.5% of totals noted above.  

FALL 

 WORK 

         IN 

   PROGRESS 



6 

IMPORTANT DATES 

February 

 Thu, Feb 15—Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:30-7:30pm 

 Fri, Feb 16—No School—Teacher In-Service 
 Tue, Feb 20—Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:30-7:30pm 

March 

 Tue, March 27—End of 3rd Quarter 

 Fri, March 30—Spring Break 

April 

 Mon, April 2—Spring Break 

May 

 Fri, May 25—Graduation 

 Mon, May 28—Memorial Day 

June 

 Fri, June 1—Last Day of School 

 Mon, June 4—Teacher In-service 
 

Please note: 

 The first two inclement weather days will not be made up.  

School Calendar updates are available on the District website calendar: 

www.desoto.k12.wi.us 

BLOOD DRIVE                                               

The De Soto High School Student                         

Activities Council is sponsoring blood 

drives tentatively scheduled on the        

following dates: 

Monday, March 19 

Tuesday, May 15 

Monday, August 13 

Please watch for additional information as 

the dates get closer. 

Buildings and Grounds Department Update 

Energy Use in Schools 

With over 17,000 K-12 school districts, more than $6 billion annually is spent on energy.  As much as 30 percent of a 

district’s total energy can at times be considered inefficient .  Everyone can do their part by turning off lights when not 

in use, shut down electronics, empty out small refrigerators and unplug, if possible set back thermostat when unoccu-

pied, and make sure windows/doors are closed tightly.  These practices are especially valuable during times when 

school is not in session. 

Field work/FEMA project 

“The Pit” is being shaped and adjusted in elevations so in the spring irrigation 

and sod installation can begin as soon as the weather permits.  Our contractor’s 

worked on creek bank stabilization, sheet piling wall, etc... until Mother Nature 

shut them down for the season. It is great to see things coming together with 

the anticipation of using the fields next school year. 

Great job to our custodians for keeping our school a clean and healthy 

environment for students and staff 

While there are no concrete guidelines or specifications for school cleaning due to the uniqueness of each district and 

classroom, the Department of Education has established a general benchmark for specified levels of cleanliness.  Our 

HS/MS staff falls in level 3 labeled  “Cleaning required to ensure the health and comfort of building users”.  Typically 

the area cleaned at this level per custodian is around 28,000 to 31,000 sq. feet per day.  Our current staff is cleaning 

slightly more than 31,000 sq.ft. per day.  They are able to maintain this high level of cleanliness with the assistance of 

cleaning equipment such as the floor scrubber and backpack vacuums. 

Building Updates 

Stoddard Elementary has updated their boilers with new high efficiency units reducing our yearly operating 

cost.  Stoddard’s boilers were over 20 years old and performing, at best, around 80-85% efficiency.  



7 

CLC Program Off and Running at Both Elementary Schools 

The CLC programs at Stoddard and Prairie View are moving into 2nd Semester with over 30                         
students signed up again at each building!  We are working hard on homework as well as having fun 
with some special classes!   

On Mondays:  Mrs. Bent is teaching us Spanish at Stoddard.  Mr. Fuglsang and                                        
 Mrs. Kuennen are teaching Tech Ed and Art for Prairie View at DHS. 

                        

      On Wednesdays Mr. Stingl has fun art projects at Stoddard.   

  Holly and Lori  work on Drama at Prairie View 

 

On Thursdays Mrs. Boardman plans some fun Science activities at Stoddard. 

In September, we were excited to go on a swimming trip to the Viroqua Pool! Future plans include monthly trips                    
to Norskedalen! Thank you to all the teachers and aides who run the program at each building!! 

2018 DORIAN MUSIC FESTIVAL                                                
Matt Boardman and Connor Ernst both auditioned for the      
Symphonic band for this years’ Band Festival to be held  at Luther 
College in Decorah March 4-5.  Brianna Carman was selected to 
the Sperati Band as 2nd Flute! Congratulations to all 3 of these 
students!  

The Symphonic Band is directed by the Music Department head 
at Luther, Dr. Joan DeAlbequerque. This  is  the chosen “elite” 
group of  musicians totaling about 70 students. Each of the other 
“massed” bands number about 250 students apiece, the “Noble” 
band and the “Sperati” band. There are more than 150-160 
schools represented each year at Dorian from each of our 3     
surrounding states and Wisconsin. Each year, typically 1200-1500 
students are nominated by their Directors to be  considered for this experience. 

Matt Boardman was selected as 1 of 8 trumpets for the Symphonic Band! He will audition again on the 1st day of the 
Festival for chair placement. With that many schools represented, the competition is fierce! Connor Ernst was not             
selected for The Symphonic Band this year, but was selected to the “Noble” band as 1st chair Euphonium! That’s quite 
an accomplishment considering again the shear number of schools and students  involved. There are 15 Euphoniums 
in the Noble band, and many are junior and seniors from very large schools. As a freshman last year, he just made it in, 
sitting last chair of 15,….so that’s quite a “jump” up to the top of  the ladder. 

Pictured:  L-R:  Mr. Arneson, Instrumental Director, Matt Boardman, Connor Ernst and Brianna Carman. 

MS/HS 

Holiday 

Assembly 
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WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION—STATE REPORT CARD                                                                                                                                         

DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT—EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS—AGAIN! 

The De Soto Area School District is proud to report that he Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has 

again given the district an overall rating of “Exceeds Expectations” with our individual schools ranging from Meeting 

Expectations to significantly Exceeds Expectations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________WI DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION REPORT CARDS________             
The Wisconsin DPI rates school districts and individual schools in 5 categories and this information is                

comparable regionally as well as state-wide. 

STODDARY ELEMENTARY—DPI Rated:  SIGNIFICANTLY EXEEDS EXPECTATIONS                                                                                          

Stoddard is ranked 6th of Southwestern Wisconsin elementary schools. 

PRAIRIE VIEW ELEMENTARY—DPI Rated:  EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS                                                                                                                             

Prairie View is ranked 20th of Southwestern Wisconsin elementary schools. In January 2018, Prairie View was              

nominated by the WI DPI for the national Blue Ribbon School Award.  One of eight elementary schools in Wisconsin. 

De Soto Middle School—DPI Rated:  EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS                                                                                                                                      

De Soto Middle School is ranked 16th of  Southwestern Wisconsin middle schools and is ranked at the top of the 

Ridge & Valley Conference schools. 

De Soto High School—DPI Rated:  MEETS EXPECTATIONS                                                                                                                                                         

De Soto High School is ranked  21st of all Southwestern Wisconsin high schools and is ranked at the top of the Ridge 

& Valley Conference schools.  

 

District and individual school Report Cards are based on         

accountability ratings calculated on four priority areas:   

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT—Measures the level of knowledge 

and skill among students in the district, compared to state and 

national standards in English language arts and mathematics 

STUDENT GROWTH—Monitors student progress  over a period 

of time in English language arts and mathematics 

CLOSING GAPS—Assesses how well districts are closing 

statewide gaps in academic achievement and graduation rates 

and reflects efforts by our district to ensure all students improve 

On-TRACK & POSTSECONDARY READINESS—Monitors high 

school graduation and attendance rates, third-grade English   

language arts achievement, and eighth grade mathematics 

achievement. 

The Wisconsin DPI District and individual school report cards are available on the District website:  

www.desoto.k12.wi.us click on “DPI Report Card” in the left hand tool bar and then District Report Card or 

the Individual School Report card you are interested in viewing.  
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STODDARD ELEMENTARY                                                                                                

SIGNIFICANTLY EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

 

PRAIRIE VIEW ELEMENTARY                                                                     

EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

 

Prairie View—Blue Ribbon School Nominee! 

The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program recognizes public and private schools based on their overall academic               
excellence or their progress in closing achievement gaps among student subgroups. The National Blue Ribbon School 
award affirms the hard work of students, educators, families, and communities in creating safe and welcoming 
schools where students master challenging content.  Now in its 35th year, the U.S. Department of Education’s                   
National Blue Ribbon Schools Program has bestowed recognition on more than 8,500 schools. Schools will be notified 
in September if they are recipients of the award and on November 6-7, the Secretary and the Department of          
Education will celebrate with these honorees at an awards ceremony in Washington, D.C. 

All schools are honored in one of two performance categories, based on all student scores, subgroup student scores 
and graduation rates: 

1. Exemplary High Performing Schools are among their state's highest performing schools as measured by state                    
assessments or nationally normed tests. 

2. Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing Schools are among their state's highest performing schools in closing               
achievement gaps between a school's subgroups and all students over the past five years. 

Prairie View teachers, staff and administrators will be completing an application process that encompasses the past 

five years of instructional practices, curriculum development  and educational services leading to student growth and 

achievement. Prairie View’s application will be reviewed by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) in 

March prior to being forwarded on for consideration by the U.S. Department of Education. 

This is in itself an exciting honor to be nominated by the WI DPI and be one of eight elementary schools out of the 

1,233 Wisconsin elementary schools to be recognized for this national award.   
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DE SOTO HIGH SCHOOL                                                                     

MEETS EXPECATIONS 

DE SOTO MIDDLE SCHOOL                                                             

EXCEEDS EXPECATIONS 

 

___________On To College—ACT Prep___________                                                                                      

De Soto High School initiated a college preparatory   

program for Junior students this year. The 12 week   

program provides video sessions, study work and     

quizzes, and an ACT practice test all aimed at increasing 

ACT scores.  Higher ACT test scores correlate to more 

college options, increased scholarship/grant                

opportunities, reduction in admittance exams and      

reduced entry level course requirements at some       

colleges—allowing students to attend two and four-year 

colleges with less debt.  The ACT test prep courses are 

implemented during the school day so that ALL students 

receive effective instruction addressing strategy,        

motivation, and content. Students also have at-home 

access to the program.             

We appreciate parent support in helping their junior 

student stay focused on the outcome goal of higher ACT 

scores as we prepare for the February 27 ACT Test.   
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The Anatomy and Physiology class visited Viterbo University’s Nursing building on December 12th.    

Students were exposed to 3 different simulation labs and were allowed to interact with the different 

mannequins nursing students use in their training.  These mannequins can be programed to    

complete several different scenarios including giving birth and a cardiac arrest.  Students            

administered “antibiotics” in an IV, used stethoscopes to listen to the mannequins lungs, and 

learned how to administer a nasogastric tube.  Students also participated in an information session 

on HRSA grants specifically targeting rural students interested in the medical field and were then 

lead on a campus tour.  

High School Science in Action  

Mole Day 2017! 
Celebrated annually on October 23 from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m., Mole Day commemorates Avogadro's 

Number (6.02 x 1023), which is a basic measuring unit in chemistry. Mole Day was created as a way to  

foster interest in chemistry. Schools throughout the United States and around the world celebrate Mole 

Day with various activities related to chemistry and/

or moles. 

De Soto students in Mr. Campbell’s chemistry   

classes celebrated the mole by making mole     

sculptures from a mole of aluminum, enjoying mole 

treats, and telling mole jokes.  Brock Venner stated 

“Mole Day is better than Christmas!” 
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High School Art High School Art 
Our first project was to create a 3D cube 

that was all about them. We reviewed the 

seven elements of art and then each        

student had to emphasis each element on 

one side of their cube. You can find all the 

cubes in the library.  

In Culinary Arts class we have 

been working on preparing, 

plating, and photographing 

food, and of course eating 

what we make! We will be 

exploring many different food 

items this semester including 

macaroons, pies, custards, 

and much more!  

Artists 
1. Elynn Russell-Miller 
2. Austin Faulkner  
3. Tony Boardman 
4. Susanna Dammon 
5. G6 Culinary Class 

Culinary Arts 

2. 

1. 

3. 

4. 
5. 
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Students are working  on creating a mural that is also a puzzle. The drawing class was split into six groups and then 

had to come up with a theme or a world issue to depict on their side of the 30 boxes. We are also learning about 

how to use a grid to replicate our drawings to large scale. Make sure to come and check this out in the near future! 

Culinary arts students learned about different types of quick breads and then had the chance 

to bake muffins or biscuits. They did an absolutely wonderful job!  
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MS/HS Art  There has been a lot happening in the art room these past 

few months. From  7th grade art painting amazing coffee 

cups, drawing 1  creating  a 5X6 ft. puzzle out of boxes, 2D 

art creating multimedia collages,  and culinary arts          

decorating some delicious cakes, the art room is always up 

to something. Our projects can be viewed around the 

school or on Mrs. Kuennen’s art room website:  

https://lindseykuennen.wixsite.com/mrskuennenartclass 
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Pirate Pride in Our Talented Middle/High School Holiday Play & Concerts! 

Mrs. Schwartz directed the Middle/High School students in “Closed for the Holidays”. The cast  

provided two performances to a very excited audience.  Thank you to all! 

 

Mrs. Moon and Mr. Arneson led the Choir and 

Band for both the Middle School and High School 

concerts.  There were great performances by all 

of the groups and also some fabulous solos.  

Great job everyone! 
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Expository writing explains, informs, or gives information about a topic. 
It is the type of writing most often required in schools and in the workplace. 

Learning the skills of expository writing is important. 
 
Sixth-grade students at DMS recently completed an expository writing unit. Each student chose a topic to research, 
wrote an essay, designed a visual aid, and gave a speech. Their speeches were extraordinary for young scholars!   
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Expository writing continued 
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LOST & FOUND ITEMS 

Lost and found items seem to 

magically appear in hallways, left 

in the bathrooms, locker rooms, 

commons, gym or library. There 

are a variety of nice clothing items 

including sweatshirts, hats, shirts 

and pants. We know that parents 

work hard to provide these items 

for students so we have a table 

located near the office at each 

school building.                                       
 

Please stop by the lost and found 

table the next time you are in our 

buildings.  You may find        

something you 

had forgotten 

you had lost. 

New Slides at Prairie View 

Prairie View Elementary students are very excited 

about their two new playground slides.  The Prairie 

View Elementary PTO raised funds the past couple 

years to help pay for a portion of the slides.  We 

would also like to thank Organic Valley, the De Soto 

VFW Post #8123, and the De Soto Lions Club for 

their generous donations.   

Thank you Culvers! 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

 grade students from Prairie View Elementary proudly   

display their “Good Reading and Good Math” certificates donated 

by the Culver’s in Viroqua.  Culver’s has partnered with Prairie 

View the past few years to encourage students to excel academi-

cally and promotes positive behaviors. The students would like to 

thank Culver’s for their generous donations.  

CONSIDER JOINING THE PTO 

 The PTO has a great time working together supporting classroom and school programs.  In our district, 

we are fortunate to have two spectacular PTO groups.   

Prairie View has done fund raisers including cheese and popcorn,       

Christmas Store, School Store, and an upcoming calendar raffle and 

painting party. Their next meeting is February 13.  

Stoddard has held the Spring Pirate Carnival, Family Science Night,  are 

currently holding a raffle for new playground equipment and are planning 

a spaghetti dinner during Young Author’s Night .   

Their next meeting is also February 13. 
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Elementary School Counseling 

I am very excited for my 1st year as your elementary school counselor! My family and I    

recently moved outside of Stoddard and we so appreciate our sweet little town. Before 

that we were living in La Crosse and I was a school counselor at Evergreen Elementary 

School in the School District of Holmen.                

My master of counselor education is from Winona State University and even more exciting, my high school  

diploma is from De Soto! 

I have the privilege of visiting each of our elementary schools bi-weekly and we are making the most of it! We 

have completed classroom guidance lessons focusing on recognizing and expressing feelings and appropriate 

ways to handle them and character education lessons to correlate with our district wide Positive Behavior    

Interventions and Supports (PBIS) expectations: Be Responsible, Be Respectful and Be Safe. 

I see all students at school for classroom guidance class, small group counseling, and or individual counseling. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any question or concern via phone or e-mail. I am ready and willing to 

help in any way I can! 

Melanie Aspenson                                                                                                                                                                             

maspenson@desoto.k12.wi.us 

From the School Nurse: 

February is Heart Health Month. Did you know that heart disease is the leading cause 

of death for both men and women? However, heart disease is also preventable if you 

make good, heart healthy choices. Ways to prevent heart disease is eating a healthy 

well balanced diet to include 5 fruits and vegetables per day. 30 minutes of exercise 

per day is also recommended. However, if you don’t have that much time even ten 

minutes a day can make a difference. Good quality sleep can also help to prevent heart disease; the       

recommendation is eight hours per night. Also, get regular health checkups with your provider.  

Did you know that many studies have shown that there could be a connection between oral health and 

heart disease? Good oral hygiene includes: Brush your teeth at least twice a day, floss daily, replace your 

toothbrush every three months—or sooner if the bristles become bent, and 

schedule regular dental checkups and cleanings.  

VMH Wellness Center is having a Wellness Fair on Saturday April 7th 9am -3 pm 

and it’s FREE. They will be doing health screenings, chair massages, and car 

seat fit safety checks.  



20 

Elementary Excitement 

The Title students at Stoddard 

Elementary have been working 

very hard at building their 

reading and writing skills!    

Pictured are the fourth grade 

students, who have recently 

read biographies, and are now 

gathering information about each other to write biographies 

of their own. The students in other grades have been       

practicing their writing skills as well, along with becoming 

fluent readers. Reading and writing have a strong connection 

and fit hand in hand. Practice in both areas will help students 

grow as readers and writers.  

Book Fair Results 

A book fair was held at each elementary in  

October during Parent-Teacher Conferences.  

Thank you to all who contributed to this event.  

All the profits earned from this event are    

taken in books for all students to read.  These 

books are cataloged and ready on the library shelves. 

Battle of the Books 

The Battle of the Books season has begun at our schools.  The statewide Battle of the Books program is designed to promote a 

love of reading among our students. It encourages students to read a variety of books and remember information about the 

plots, characters, and settings of the books. Every question asked in a battle is answered by the title and author of the book and 

takes the form of: Name the book in which a horse and a boy are stranded on an island. It is a fun, academic-based competition 

that has been very successful in school districts throughout the state in encouraging students to read.  

This year we have some very enthusiastic participants at both elementaries.  At 

Stoddard we have 6 teams of 4th and 5th grad-

ers , pictured to the left, and at Prairie View we 

have 4 teams of 4th and 5th graders, pictured to 

the right.  They are reading the books, learning 

the authors and titles,  taking quizzes to check 

what they remember, and doing practice “battles.”  Ms. Fox, Ms. Oppriecht, and Ms. 

Miller are pleased with the participants and the hard work they are doing. 

The Middle and High School students are also forming a team 

at each level and reading the books.  At these levels, students are expected to be independent and 

prepare for the State battle with their own teams.  We wish all teams Good Luck this year! 

Science is Fun!! 

The Stoddard Elementary PTO presented their 

first “Family Science Night.” This event was 

free to the community and led by Viterbo    

University students.  It include several           

scientific demonstrations as well as the         

opportunity to participate in some simple, 

hands-on experiments.  

Thank you to all those 

who attended this fun 

opportunity to get your 

child excited about     

science!  A great time was had by all! 
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Orchard Fun 

On September 25th, the Stoddard and Prairie View kindergarten and preschool classes took a field trip to     

Ferguson’s Orchards. 

Ferguson’s is a family friendly orchard nestled in the country side of Galesville, Wisconsin. It is the Coulee 

Region’s favorite destination for fall fun. Farmer Tom’s Barnyard offers a race track with peddle tractors, a 

huge hay pyramid to climb, a petting zoo, corn maze, and so much more. 

The trip was certainly worth the long bus ride! Our students were able to enjoy a tractor ride into the beautiful 

apple orchards. They learned about the different kinds of apples and how they grow. The highlight was      

getting to pick their very own apples to take home and/or eat! 

At both Stoddard and Prairie View, we started 

the school year with the theme: “Working  

Together We Can Make  Something Beauti-

ful.” Here is the collaborative art that the kids 

in kindergarten through 5th grade created. 

In Stoddard, each student made at least one 

feather for our giant collaborative wings. The 

feathers were glued onto large wings and turned 

into the “Ready to Soar” bulletin board. 

At Prairie View, each student made a colored 

square/triangle and colored it to create this                

quilt-inspired rainbow bulletin board. 
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The “Art” of Sewing Kindness 
 

The Prairie View 5th graders have been working on an art project where they     
designed their own creatures. They cut out all the parts from felt, hand 
stitched them, stuffed them and made them 3-D soft sculptures. Students with  
sewing experience were sewing team partners to help teach their classmates. 

From left to right: Kassidy Fox made a felt pig that has a zippered bottom to create a small pencil pouch, 
Mckendra Hutson with her felt creature, Kyrie Crager displays the big heart on her felt creature and Daytin 
Beierle and his felt creature with zipper mouth. 

The students enjoyed sewing so much they took their new skills to the next level! 5th graders 

offered to help younger kids by repairing their ripped gloves, snow pants and coats. 

From left to right: Shawnna Haakenson repairs a 3rd grader’s coat , Trenton Baldwin and Lakota Webster 
repair gloves for younger students and Grant Kozelka repairs a coat.  
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With the help of Mrs. Williams, Elementary music teacher, both Stoddard and Prairie 

View students presented their Holiday concerts.  The pictures below show all the         

excitement from both schools. 
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College Applications - Do NOT Wait until the Deadline 

The UW-System begins looking at applications on September 1, 2017 for fall 2018.  Technical colleges may not have application 

deadlines BUT their programs (i.e. welding, health science programs) fill up VERY fast.    

Specific University of Wisconsin Application Deadlines: 

UW-Madison: Nov 1 (Early Action) Feb 1 (Regular)  UW-Eau Claire: December 1 UW-La Crosse: February 1 

UW-Milwaukee: March 1     UW Colleges: May 1  
 

Scholarships – START APPLYING NOW!  

Local Scholarship Packet – DUE ON FRIDAY, MARCH 2 2018 – TURN INTO MRS. JANDRIN 

Where to find additional scholarship opportunities: 

 School Counseling Scholarship Webpage:  http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/dhsdms/index.htm 

 Student’s School Email  

 Scholarship Bulletin Board  

 Individual College/Universities  

 Parent’s employers & affiliations  

SENIORS 

___MARK YOUR CALENDARS___ 

** SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

NIGHT  & NHS INDUCTION** 

  SUNDAY - MAY 6, 2018 @ 7 P.M. 

_______________CLASS VALEDICORIAN/SALUATATORIAN_______________ 

The valedictorian and salutatorian for De Soto Area School District will be the graduating seniors who have been   
enrolled, at a minimum, in De Soto High School for their junior and senior years (enrolled by the Third Friday in     
September). Students entering De Soto High School without a grade point average will not be eligible for                 
valedictorian or salutatorian awards/honors. The valedictorian at De Soto High School is the student who has the 
highest cumulative grade point average after the first semester of his/her senior year. The salutatorian is the student 
who has the second highest cumulative grade point average after the first semester of his/her senior years. Grades 
for the seven semesters of high school, including a participation in a District-recognized foreign exchange program 
for no more than two semesters, will be used to determine the grade point average. Grade point averages will be 
figured to the third decimal point.  

 All graduating seniors with a 4.0 GPA or who share the highest cumulative grade point average after the first se-
mester will be co-valedictorians. 

 All graduating seniors who have or who share the second highest cumulative grade point average after the first 
semester of his/her senior year will be co-salutatorians. 

Wisconsin Academic Excellence Scholarship—Student(s) identified as a valedictorian(s) at the end of the first         

semester of his/her senior year will be considered for this scholarship. Students must be a resident of Wisconsin and 

the United States, and meet the criteria of the De Soto Area School District valedictorian policy. The valedictorian 

who commits to attending a Wisconsin eligible higher education institution will be the District’s designee. If more 

than one valedictorian commits to an in-state UW system university, the tie-breaking procedures for the 2017-18 

school year are Steps 1 & 3 below.  Steps 1, 2 & 3 will be used starting in the 2018-19 school year.   

1) Grade point average, to the third decimal point, for all academic core courses (English, Math, Science & Social 

Studies) taken in the first 7 semesters will be used to designate the scholarship recipient  

2)  Starting in the 2018-19 school year—If the tie remains, the highest ACT composite score received through the 

District administered state ACT + Writing assessment will be used to break the tie  

3) In the event a tie remains, in the 2017-18 school year and every year after, the De Soto High School Scholarship 

Committee will review a standard scholarship application completed by each of the students involved and by  

simple majority vote determine the Wisconsin Academic Excellence Scholarship Recipient. 
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2017 - 2018 Q1 Honor Roll 

11/07/2017 - De Soto High School 

       

Grade 12   Grade 11   Grade 10   Grade 9 

              

PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS 

Lane Buchner   Ava Brosinski   Daniela Fernandez    Ellie George 

Dylan Chapes   Marie Harpelunde   James Veglahn   Elyn Russsell-Miller 

Grant Chapes   Elaina Klemme      Lucas Walz 

Sarah Knutson   Charles Marley   HIGH HONORS    

   Taylor Olson   Alexander Boardman   HIGH HONORS 

HIGH HONORS   Jake Sikora   Matthew Boardman   Vincent Buchner 

Isabella Audetat   Lila Tully   Brianna Carman    Lily Greener 

Anthony Boardman      Rachel Gianoli   Aidan Grelle 

Cheyanne Boardman   HIGH HONORS   Hunter Pedretti    April Haakenson 

Chad Brendemuehl   Riley Anderson   Lila Radde    Vanessa Harris 

Anna Busteed   Drew Bergum   Alexander Schaller   Mya Helgeson 

Susanna Dammon   Karmyn Jarzemski   Pearl Sikora   Emilee Koch 

Jordan Gilman   Jennafer Krzewinski   Alexis Story   Kenzy Kreuzer 

Joel Greener   Isabel Lindgren      Jacob Kurszewski 

Sebastian Hatch   William Schaller   HONORS   Brooke Lockington 

Ethan Heckler   Hannah Skau   Alexa Boardman   Alan Matson 

Fletcher Helgeson   Preawa Srichai   Nathan Busteed   Alec Olson 

Skylar Honken   Morgan Woodhouse   Richard Joseph   Natalie Randa 

Noah Jacobson   Isaiah Zink   Kyler Kuhnke   Lilli Runcie 

Johanna Kunert      Michael Kunert   Andrew Thompson 

Vilde Norvik    HONORS   Tyler Larson    Jordan Young 

Evan Overby   Riggin Beck    Trevor Rehbahn     

Jesse Poulin   Michaela Hermeier   Dylan Willenberg    HONORS 

Olivia Strasser   Wendy Hoff   Brianna Yttri   Zoey Boardman 

Jenna Trussoni   Taylor Powell      Austin Faulkner 

   Brigid Rem      Ellie Greeno  

HONORS   Lorelei Sawyer      Kayne Hanson 

Katelyn Creger   Brock Venner      Keith Kunert  

McKenna Daentl   Chase Voelker      Henry Lowen 

         Chelsie Meyer 

           Trevor Sanding 

           Cierra Spears 

           Logan Stangel 
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2017 - 2018 Q2 Honor Roll 

1/19/2018 - De Soto High School 

       

Grade 12   Grade 11   Grade 10   Grade 9 

              

PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS 

Lane Buchner   Ava Brosinski   Alexis Story   Ellie George 

Dylan Chapes   Charles Marley   James Veglahn   Elyn Russsell-Miller 

Grant Chapes   Taylor Olson       

Noah Jacobson  William Schaller  HIGH HONORS  HIGH HONORS 

Sarah Knutson   Jake Sikora   Alexander Boardman   Vincent Buchner 

   Hannah Skau   Matthew Boardman   Lily Greener 

HIGH HONORS   Lila Tully   Brianna Carman    April Haakenson 

Isabella Audetat      Daniela Fernandez    Mya Helgeson 

Anthony Boardman   HIGH HONORS   Rachel Gianoli   Kenzy Kreuzer 

Cheyanne Boardman   Riley Anderson   Richard Joseph   Keith Kunert  

Anna Busteed   Marie Harpelunde   Kyler Kuhnke   Jacob Kurszewski 

Susanna Dammon   Michaela Hermeier   Hunter Pedretti    Alan Matson 

Jordan Gilman  Elaina Klemme  Lila Radde   Alec Olson 

Joel Greener   Jennafer Krzewinski   Alexander Schaller   Andrew Thompson 

Sebastian Hatch   Isabel Lindgren   Pearl Sikora   Lucas Walz 

Ethan Heckler   Taylor Powell       

Fletcher Helgeson   Brigid Rem   HONORS    HONORS 

Johanna Kunert   Preawa Srichai   Alexa Boardman   Emilee Koch 

Vilde Norvik   Morgan Woodhouse   Nathan Busteed   Brooke Lockington 

Evan Overby   Isaiah Zink   Michael Kunert   Henry Lowen 

Jesse Poulin      Tyler Larson    Ella Penchi 

Jenna Trussoni    HONORS   Trevor Rehbahn   Lilli Runcie 

   Riggin Beck    Carter Steger   Trevor Sanding 

HONORS   Katie Bergum      Cierra Spears 

Chad Brendemuehl   Wendy Hoff      Jordan Young 

McKenna Daentl   Karmyn Jarzemski       

Sierra Martinson  Brock Venner     

  Chase Voelker     
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2017 - 2018 Q1 Honor Roll 

June 2, 2017 - De Soto Middle School  
GRADE 8   GRADE 7   GRADE 6 

PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS 

Joshua Boardman   Jedidiah Curti   Evan Curti 

James Dammon   Avyn Holliday   DaMarco Gallegos 

Madalen Jacobson   Mattew Kumlin   Chelsea Gronning 

Hunter Obert      Landon Pedretti 

Tanner Pedretti   HIGH HONORS   Nevaeh Sanders 

Ariana Story   Gracyn Beck   Cole Walz 

Brock Taylor   Rhiannon Buros-Nash   Mason Zink 

Nathan Woodhouse   Emily Fruth    

   Lillian Gamer   HIGH HONORS 

HIGH HONORS   Bryce Grelle   Zoe Bee 

Aiden Brosinski   Dakoto Lenser   Cheyenne Fedler 

Jenna Gianoli   Evan Pedretti   Jenna Harrington 

Haevyn Kuhnke   Rachel Pedretti   Kyle Jarzemski 

Lilliana Milliren   Cadence Thompson   Katelynn Kunert 

McKenzie Moser      Otto Matson 

Brett Rebhahn   HONORS   Abrianna Miehe 

Evalynn Russell-Miller   Kayla Blaha   Chrysta Miller 

Camryn Venner   Anesah Ellis   Amanda Moser 

Trinity Vento   Javvyn Jones   Sophia Obert 

Gabriel Walz   Evan Koch   Mya Radde 

Ashley Williams   Lukas Lebakken   Matthew Sanding 

   Elissa Moser    Skylar Stangel 

HONORS   Rebecca Pedretti   Addisyn Trussoni 

Olivia Audetat   Jaden Perry   Joseph Vang 

Loren Bannister   Harley Schams   Banze Wa Kiluba 

Michelle Berra   Brian Ziegler   Cole Wehling 

Gannon Dunlavey      Anstasia Zink 

Desireay Fedler        

Rober Hunter         HONORS 

McKenna Obert      Sonny Boardman 

Emma Overby      Madison Kumlin 

Desirae Steiber      Gavin McDowell 

Ngoy Wa Kiluba      Bryan Montes-Johnson 

      Eliza  Prentice 

      Angelo Vento 

        

        

         

         

         

        

P             

I                  

R                   

A                    

T                  

E                 

S 
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2017 - 2018 Q1 Honor Roll 

June 2, 2017 - De Soto Middle School  
GRADE 8   GRADE 7   GRADE 6 

PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS 

Tanner Pedretti   Jedidiah Curti   Evan Curti 

  Avyn Holliday  Nevaeh Sanders 

HIGH HONORS    Mason Zink 

Olivia Audetat   HIGH HONORS    

Joshua Boardman   Gracyn Beck   HIGH HONORS 

Aiden Brosinski   Lillian Gamer   Cheyenne Fedler 

James Dammon   Mattew Kumlin   DaMarco Gallegos 

Jenna Gianoli   Evan Pedretti   Chelsea Gronning 

Madalen Jacobson   Cadence Thompson   Kyle Jarzemski 

Drake Kumlin      Madison Kumlin 

Lilliana Milliren   HONORS   Katelynn Kunert 

Hunter Obert   Rhiannon Buros-Nash   Otto Matson 

McKenna Obert   Emily Fruth   Abrianna Miehe 

Evalynn Russell-Miller   Bryce Grelle   Amanda Moser 

Ariana Story   Dakota Lenser   Sophia Obert 

Brock Taylor   Elissa Moser    Landon Pedretti 

Camryn Venner   Rachael Pedretti   Mya Radde 

Ashley Williams   Brian Ziegler   Matthew Sanding 

      Skylar Stangel 

HONORS      Addisyn Trussoni 

Kyle Adkins      Joseph Vang 

Loren Bannister      Cole Walz 

Michelle Berra      Cole Wehling 

Robert Hunter      Anstasia Zink 

Haevyn Kuhnke       

McKenzie Moser         HONORS 

Emma Overby      Jenna Harrington 

Brett Rebhahn      Gavin McDowell 

Sean Vang      Chrysta Miller 

Trinity Vento      Banze Wa Kiluba 

Ngoy Wa Kiluba       

       

       

       

       

       

       

        

        

        

         

         

        

P             

I                  

R                   

A                    

T                  

E                 

S 
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2017 Fall Sports Teams 

Varsity Volleyball JV Volleyball 

JV and Varsity Football 

Left– 8th Grade  

Volleyball 

Right—7th Grade 

Volleyball 

Below—Middle 

School Football 
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Homecoming 2017—September 22nd 

Pictured to the left are Elementary 

students getting ready for the  

Homecoming Pep Assembly.   

 

 

Pictured below are the De Soto   

Pirate cheerleaders rallying the   

students at the Pep Assembly. 

Pictured above are the 2017 Homecoming Court.  To the 

right, the Sophomore float rallies the crowd in the     

Homecoming Parade.  Below on the left, Mark Arneson 

leads the Pirate Marching Band and to the right Mrs.    

Kurszewski pulled the Middle School football float. 
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De Soto FFA 

 

Sectional Leadership 
Workshop 

September 25, Black 
River Falls High School 

Members and officers 
brought back lots of 

ideas for the chapter! 

Middle school students have been participating in after school 
enrichment/ middle school FFA activities once a month. Pictured is 
Morgan Woodhouse leading a group of middle schoolers through an ice 
cream making 
activity. All 
middle school 
students are 
welcome to 
join in the 
activities.   

It has been a busy few 

months for the De Soto FFA!  

Here’s a look at what we’ve 

been up to. 

Fruit was delivered on 12/11. Many 
members pitched in to help unload and 
sort fruit. Thank you to the community 
for helping us sell over $12,000 worth of 
fruit and nuts in our sale.  Extra cases of 
fruit were donated to the Red Mound 
Food Pantry, Stoddard Food Pantry,  and 
the Prairie View Backpack program. 

State FFA Vice President Ciara Koboski visited the De Soto Ag 
Ed Department and led the Ag Mech, Vet Science and Meats 
classes through 
leadership building 
games and activities.  
She also toured the 
school and had a 
Thanksgiving lunch 
with the FFA officers 
where they talked 
about ideas to 
improve the FFA 
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Thank you to Anne Marie Elwing 
of Prairie Vet Service for donating 
$466.10 to De Soto FFA through 

the Zoetis rebate program! 

National FFA Convention  

Eight De Soto FFA members Mike, Morgan, Karmyn, Rachel, Johanna, 
Olivia, Sierra, and Alexa, attended the National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, IN from 
October 25-28.  Some 
highlights of the trip 
included: 

 John Deere plant tour in 
Davenport, IA 

 Fair Oaks Farm tour in 
Fair Oaks, IN 

 Opening Session with keynote speaker Laila Ali 

 Career Expo and workshops 

 National FFA Talent Show Competition  

 “Kissing the Bricks” at the Motor Speedway and drive around the track 

 Indianapolis Zoo 

Johanna Kunert, Keith Kunert and Brooke 
Lockington competed in Dairy Judging at 

World Dairy 
Expo in 
October. The 
team placed 
40th out of 119 
teams 
competing from 
several states. 
Congratulations 
to these three! 

De Soto FFA held a Share 
Night at Culver’s of La Crosse 
in August. The FFA chapter 
received  10% of the sales 
that night. In addition, FFA 
members took up a collection 
for Hurricane Harvey relief.  
The chapter collected an 
additional $282.91 for 
hurricane relief which was 
generously matched by 
Culver’s of La Crosse. 
Donations were sent to the 
Texas FFA Foundation’s New 
Day Fund, which will help 
agriculture education 

programs and FFA chapters 
rebuild after the hurricane.  
Thank you to Culver’s for the 
Share Night and the FFA 
jacket donation! 

Did you know that De Soto FFA is on 
Facebook?  Keep up to date with your 

favorite FFA chapter by visiting and liking 
us at www.facebook.com/desotoffa 
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           Looking for extra income? 

  Apply on WECAN.com                            

  —WI Education Career               

  Access Network—                                                       

If you need assistance, please contact the                                      

District Office at 608-648-0102. 

Help Needed: 

 Substitute Custodians 

 Substitute Food Service 

 Substitute Teachers   

Substitute Teachers:  The 2017-2019 Wisconsin state 

budget now allows the WI Department of Public Instruc-

tion to issue a short-term substitute teacher permit to 

individuals who hold an associate degree from an accred-

ited college or university and who successfully complete 

substitute teacher training.  Training is available through 

CESA agencies  and DPI approved educator preparation 

programs.  School Districts are also authorized to provide 

training.  De Soto Area School District will have a training 

program available this Spring for those individuals with 2 

and 4 year non-teaching degrees who are interested in 

substituting in our district.   Contract the District Office 

for more information on training dates at 608-648-0102. 

The De Soto Booster Club          

promotes participation in 

school athletics and            

programs. The Boosters    

generate thousands of      

dollars in program support and  scholarships 

annually. New members are welcome any time.  

Monthly meetings are held at 6:30pm on the 

first Wednesday of every month.   

Everyone is welcome! 

March 7—6:30pm—Sylvan Glen 

April 4—6:30pm—Tuna’s 

May 2—6:30pm—Norwegian Hollow 

MS/HS AFTER SCHOOL STUDY 

After School Study is available for Middle and 

High School students on Tues. and 

Thurs. from 3:30-5:50pm.  Students 

must sign up in the office before 

1:00pm each day they plan to attend 

and also for the Late Bus if  needed. 

REMINDERS & IMPORTANT THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

ANNUAL NOTICES—Each year the School District is required to make Annual Notices available to families. These     

notices are  posted on the District website and can be found in the left tool bar under District Notices.  Please contact 

the District Office if you have any questions. 

ATTENDANCE REMINDERS—Attendance at school is essential to learning and academic success. We take seriously our 

partnership with parents to ensure every student is prepared for their future.  Career, college, military service and all 

life’s opportunities require regular attendance.  Attendance matters and part of our responsibility is to teach students 

good work habits, timeliness, teamwork and regular attendance.  

ABSENCE REPORTING—Please report all absences by calling your child’s school office.  If your child needs to leave 

school during the school day please send a note with your student in the morning including what time they will be 

leaving.  Students must sign out in the office.  If your child arrives late for school, please send a note or call. 

HOMEWORK REQUEST—You are welcome to call the office to request homework for when your child is absent.   
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2017-18 Board Meeting Dates 

 

     Monday, February 19 

 

 Monday, March 19 

 

Monday, April 16 

 

       Monday, May 21 

 

All meetings are open to the public and held in the Middle/High 

School LMC at 7:00 pm unless posted differently.  Remaining 

meetings will be set following the election. 

School Board Members 

Rick Pedretti, President 

Jess Boardman, Vice-President 

Kirk Holliday, Treasurer 

Geri Fox, Clerk 

Dan Fladhammer  

Brent Hutchison 

Jeff Long 

Dean Penkalski 

Kevin Walleser 

Get healthy and stay active 

At the Middle/High School 

Strength and Conditioning Center 

 

Open to the Community 

Hours are: Tues & Thurs—6:00am to 7:00am 

and Mon, Tues,  & Wed—6:00pm to 8:00pm.   

For more information call (608) 648-0100. 

 

Student Use 

Supervised and open for Students 

 Mon-Fri—4:00pm-6:00pm per office signup 

 

NOTICE OF                                                   
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION 

April 3, 2018 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that an election 
to be held in the School District of DE SOTO on Tuesday, 
April 3, 2018.  The following offices are to be elected to  
succeed the present incumbents listed.  The term of office 
for school board member is three years beginning on    
Monday, April 23, 2018 for the following three positions. 
 

Office     Incumbent  
Town of Bergen  Dean Penkalski 
Village of De Soto  Daniel Fladhammer 
Village of Ferryville  Brent Hutchison 
 

A description of the school district boundaries can be ob-
tained from the school district office.                                                

Please note:  All district residents will vote on all 3 open 
seats. Voting for a specific office is not limited to that juris-
diction.  

FREE & REDUCED MEALS 
 

“Free and reduced meals” is a USDA government sponsored 

program that provides meals at a reduced cost or free to eligible 

families. Applications are available at your school office. There 

is no limit on how many times you can apply for the benefit. 

So, if your income situation has changed, please complete an 

application today to see if your family can benefit. 

School Closings and Cancellations—

Parents/guardians may sign up for REMIND 

to receive text alerts for school closings and 

cancellations. This information is also    

posted on the District website homepage 

under For Parents.  
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Electronic Devices—Connections to Depression & Bullying                                                                                                                                      

Talking with Kids about Appropriate Cell Phone & Electronic Use 

 

Electronic Time Out— A recent article published in the Nov 2017 Clinical Psychological Science   

attributed a higher level of depression among youth who use electronic devices, computer, cell phone or 

tablet, to an excessive amount for daily online activities and social interactions. The article noted, “a great rule would 

be to keep use at two hours or less daily.” Exercising, face-to-face activities, such as seeing friends and family, are bet-

ter for mental health and happiness. When considering providing a child with a smart-phone, researchers also suggest-

ed high school was a good age to aim for because data suggested that the links between social media use and unhappi-

ness are the strongest for 8th graders versus 10th or especially 12th graders who, at the older ages, were better able to 

handle the demands of social media.  Electronic devices provide a great service for users when being used appropriate-

ly. When used inappropriately or for bullying, the fall-out is clearly disruptive to family lives and to the school learn-

ing environment.  

Stop Bullying—Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The 

behavior is deliberate and repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time. Bullying includes actions such as 

making threats, spreading rumors, attacking someone physically or verbally, and excluding someone from a group on 

purpose. There are three types of bullying: Verbal includes teasing, name-calling, inappropriate sexual comments, 

taunting and threatening to cause harm. Social bullying involves hurting someone’s reputation or relationships        

including telling other children not to be friends with someone, spreading rumors, or leaving someone out on purpose.                 

Physical bullying involves hitting, kicking, pinching, spitting, tripping, pushing, taking or breaking someone’s things 

or making mean or rude hand gestures.                                                                                                       

Cyberbullying—Cyber bullying takes place using a form of electronic technology including devices such as          

cellphones, smartphones, computers and tablets through the use of social media sites, text messages, chats, instant 

messages and websites. Examples of cyberbullying include, mean spirited text messages, emails, rumors started and 

sent by email or posted on social network sites, fake profiles, and embarrassing or malicious pictures or videos 

(sexting) posted using social networks or websites. Cyberbullying can happen 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and can 

take place when a child is alone. Messages and images can be posted, anonymously, and distributed exponentially to a 

wide and varied audience. Deleting inappropriate or harassing messages, texts, or images is extremely difficult and 

sometimes it is impossible to trace the source. Get cyberwise, your child’s safety is a priority and their safety trumps 

their privacy! 

What is Sexting?—Sexting (a combination of sex and texting) is the act of sending, receiving or forwarding sexually 

explicit messages, photographs or images, primarily between mobile phones but also include the use of a computer or 

any digital device.  Children don’t always remember that what gets posted on the Internet stays there. Families are  

encouraged by community counselors to start the “sext” talk with your child at even younger ages.  

Prevention—Everyone has a role in prevention—school staff, parents, and students. We must continually send the 

message to make sure children understand bullying, cyberbullying and sexting behaviors are unacceptable. We must 

make sure students know how to stand up to it safely and know how to get help. At school, victims or witnesses can 

share information with our school counselor, teachers or administrators. When a person really needs help, we hope 

students will step up and report. Parents may also wish to consider subscribing to online app monitoring services.    

Kid Roles—There are many roles that kids can play. Kids can bully others, they can be bullied, or they may witness 

bullying. When kids are involved in bullying, they often play more than one role. It is important to understand the   

multiple roles kids play in order to effectively prevent and respond to bullying. Students are encouraged to R.E.A.C.T.                                                                    

R.E.A.C.T.: ➢ R—Recognize that bullying is not normal behavior anywhere ➢ E—Explain school rules against   

bullying—No tolerance—No acceptance ➢ A—Act to report bullying if you or someone you know is a victim ➢ C—

Care for those being bullied and the bully without accepting the bullying behavior ➢ T—Turn to key adults and 

friends who also believe that bullying is wrong and get assistance. 

Digital Divide—Digital devices, social media sites, and technology are not the problem. These tools can be used for 

very positive purposes to promote learning, share information, connecting kids with friends and family, and celebrate 

achievements. Encourage your child to be trend setters and use electronics less and for a positive purpose!  
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NOTICE TO ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  The school newsletter is not sent to all box holders.  The newsletter is sent home 

with students during the school year. Copies will be put in the banks and post offices in the District as well as Pedretti’s in Genoa, 

Pronto in De Soto, Red Mound Store, Ferryville Cheese Store and Stoddard Kwik Trip.  It will also be on the district website at 

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/.  Please contact us at 648-0102 if you want to receive a copy of the Newsletter. 

Contact Numbers 
 

District Office (608) 648-0102 

Middle/High School Office (608) 648-0100 

Stoddard Elementary (608) 457-2101 

Prairie View Elementary (608) 648-2227 

School Counselor   

MS/HS (608) 648-0115 

Prairie View Elementary (608) 648-2227 

Stoddard Elementary (608) 457-2101 

Transportation Office (608) 648-3830 

Special Education Director (608) 648-0107 

Athletic Director (608) 648-0113  

WEATHER UPDATE INFORMATION 

Should weather, highway, or special conditions require the cancellation 

or shortening of the school day, this information will be broadcast over 

the following radio and TV stations. Notices will also be displayed on 

the District’s web site as appropriate. In some instances the parent 

email or “Remind” notifications may be utilized: 

WKTY      La Crosse      580 AM         WPRE      Prairie        980 FM 

WIZM      La Crosse       1410 AM       WVRQ     Viroqua   1360 AM 

WRQT     La Crosse        95.7 FM        WVRQ     Viroqua   102.3 FM 

WLCX      La Crosse      1490 AM       KNEI       Waukon   1140 FM 

WLXR      La Crosse      104.9 FM 

 

  Channel—8      La Crosse     TV  

  Channel—19    La Crosse     TV  

Important Information 

Attendance Reminder:  Attendance at school is essential to the successful completion of an education. Good communication     

between school and home regarding absences is a major responsibility for the school and the parent/guardian. Part of the school’s 

mission is to teach students good work habits, which includes regular attendance. All attendance matters (signing in or out, special 

leave requests, passes to leave school, reporting absences, etc.) are handled at each school’s office. Please report all absences by 

10:00am by calling your child’s school.  If we do not hear from you, we will attempt to contact you to verify the absence. If no    

contact occurs, the absence will be considered unexcused. 

If your child arrives late for school:  Please send a note with your child or call your school’s office.  Middle and High school    

students, upon arrival, will sign in and get a pass for class. Elementary students should report to the office for attendance purposes.  

If your child needs to leave school during the school day:  Please send a note with your student in the morning if they are to leave 

school during the day.  Ask them bring the note to the school office before school starts in the morning.  This will help to reduce 

class interruptions.  You will need to sign your student out unless they are a high school student and have been given permission by 

you to drive themselves. Upon returning to school, the student is to sign in at the office and they will receive a pass to return to class.  

Homework Requests:  If you wish to request homework, please let the office know when you call in the absence. 

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/

